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A critical evaluation and the identification of next teaching and learning steps focusing on a case study of an individual learner or a group of learners, based on an observed critical incident.

A Critical incident is an observation that can often be non-significant and minute. It is something that can have an impact on an individual or group with their learning, or throughout their day. It can happen at any point within the day and not necessarily in the classroom.
A critical Evaluation is important once an observation has been captured. Critically evaluating enables the observer to gain a better understanding of why the incident occurred and the reasoning behind it.
It is important for Teachers to reflect on their practise so that they can always be improving their own teaching and learning new things. Teachers learn in different ways, whether it be observing and watching others, or having feedback from other people within the industry. As a teacher you must be flexible with learning styles, ensuring that all children within the class understand their tasks and achieve reach their own potential.
This essay, I will be focusing on one specific critical incident and looking into the theories that surround the incident. This Incident was observed when I was in a Primary School setting for one day. 
Within the essay, I will be highlighting the theorists who studied and developed both Behaviourism and Social Constructivism and finding the similarities within my Critical Incident. 
The Primary School that I observed at was a small middle-class school. The language spoken was English. There are two separate buildings for the Primary school: Foundation in one building and Key stage two in the other. 
My observation took place in the Reception class where there were approximately thirty pupils, with ages ranging from four to five. In the class there was one Teacher and two Teaching Assistants.
The classroom was open plan with no door at the entry point, making their class area open and welcoming to the children. The year group have their own courtyard within the space which enables the children to undertake outside activities in their own area without having to share the space with older year groups. 
Within the classroom, there were different areas throughout their space. There was a section with a carpet and interactive whiteboard, a space where there were table and chairs, an art’s and craft area and a section where there were blocks and shapes. 
Due to COVID restrictions, instead of being able to observe the full three days as planned, I was only able to attend the Primary school for one full day. Although it is harder in the foundation classes to socially distance, all pupils still had to wash their hands frequently to ensure they kept clean. Both Teachers and pupils were able to carry out their day without wearing a mask if preferred and the same with the children. 
The school’s last Estyn report was in November twenty-nineteen and were graded as ‘good’. I will be following the BERA guidelines, therefore I will not be naming any staff or children and will call them ‘Teacher X’ and ‘Child X’ throughout my Critical incident. 
The school is currently in transit from changing from the two-thousand eight curriculum and switching over to the new curriculum ‘Successful Futures’. 

As I am observing a critical incident in a Primary setting, I will be a non-participant observer. To clarify, this means that I will be taking a step back and observing rather than joining in within the class and being a participant throughout the day. The benefits of this method are that I was able to gain a full understanding of the critical incident observed. However, not being a usual member of staff within the school and class can mean that the children may act differently towards me within the day. In other words, they could behave differently, showing off or being distracted. Children could be intrigued with my presence and may not pay attention to the Teacher the same as to when I was not there. As I only attended the school for one day, I was not able to see everything day to day and so there could be more to the Critical Incident that occurred. Child X that I observed, may have had a reasoning behind their incident although I was unaware of this. 
As mentioned above, my method was as a non-participant observer, however it is important to know that this is not the only method. An alternative observation method is called a Participant observer. With this method, the person’s observing would join in with everyone as normal, collecting data from participating with others around you. This can be an effective method as you are able to gain a full understanding of what you are observing. You can also see the people around you and how they are. By being a participant, you would gain first-hand experience and see reasoning behind what you are doing. 
A negative outcome with this style of observation, is that you are not able to get an outsider’s perspective, which may result in the observer missing important moments. Also, the people or children you are observing may act differently to how they usually would, knowing that there would be someone watching. This could affect the data and the outcome of the observation. For example, when observing in a Primary School I was a non- participant observer and the children were inclined to look over at me, some showing off and shouting out loud. This is something that they may not normally do but felt the need to show their presence to a new person being in their environment. Being in a Reception class, the children did not understand that I would not be joining in online watching and observing and so they were trying to encourage me to join in with them. 
Natural Observation is when the people you are observing are doing their own thing without any guidance or support, whether it be in groups or on their own, and controlled observation is when there is the guidance from someone else. As I was in a school setting, I was in a controlled environment as the Teacher oversaw the children and guided them throughout their day. 

The new curriculum ‘Successful Futures’ is planned to be established within schools throughout Wales by twenty-twenty-two. The primary focus of the new curriculum is based on the ‘Four Purposes’. 
“Together with its focus on four key purposes, it affords substantially more flexibility and autonomy to teachers and schools, positions learners as central to curriculum decision making, promotes active forms of pedagogy and twenty‐first‐century skills and reduces specification of curriculum content.” (Sinnema, Nieveen and Priestley, 2020)

As society is ever changing, it is important for schools to adapt so that children can gain life skills as they grow into adults. Children should leave school with useful skills that will help them get jobs and live independently. Therefore, the new curriculum is based on doing everything for a reason. 

In the new curriculum ‘Successful Futures’ the four purposes are, ‘Ambitious, capable learners’, ‘Enterprising, creative contributors’, ‘Ethical, informed citizens’ and ‘Healthy, confident individuals. Everything taught in school will link up to these purposes, creating a new and exciting experience for children.

After observing the critical incident, I realised that it would enter more than one of the Four Purposes. Firstly being, Healthy, confident citizens. Child X was able to have the confidence to tell the Teacher how he was feeling instead of shouting and crying. Child X knew to stay sitting down when all the children went to begin their activity and instead, Child X kept quiet not distracting everyone else around the room. This also implies that Child X has respect for the children around as they knew the outcome of the issue would be resolved more efficiently if others in the room were not involved.

The teacher had built rapport with Child X making them both have respect for each other. The child briefly explained why they were feeling annoyed and unhappy. As Child X did not want to join in the class with all the other children, the teacher did not shout but gave Child X a choice. The teacher had enough trust with Child X that they were able to do so. The Critical Incident was handled so positively that both the child was content enough to eventually join all their peers.

Secondly, the incident observed can relate to Ethical Informed Citizens. Child X knew that he was not in the right frame of mind to join in and instead stayed sitting on the carpet after all the children had got up and started the planned activity. It was early in the morning and all the children were interested with the discussion and wanted to join in, speaking loudly. Child X respected the needs of others and kept quiet allowing the other children to proceed. If Child X reacted in a different manner, it could have wound up the class furthermore and affected the whole class, disrupting them further. The actions from the incident would have had a different outcome if the child were not able to contain himself and did not know how to react to his feelings. 


I am going to use different theories so that I can gain a better understanding of my Critical incident and why it may have occurred.  One theory that I decided to look in to further detail was Behaviourism. 
Watson was a psychologist who believed that behaviour was a reaction to something and did not happen for no reason. He mainly focused on Child Development and this is what interested him most. 
Behaviourism suggests that the classroom is Teacher centred and for learning to be effective, the teacher must be in complete control. Therefore, the Teacher took control of the situation and prevented it from escalating further. Similarly, to psychologist Skinner, he also had an interest in Behaviourism. He created an experiment where rats had to press a button, once they did this they were rewarded and received a treat. Within the experiment, Skinner did not force the rats to press the button but guided them in to doing what he wanted them to. This is what the Teacher did with Child X, the Teacher did not tell the child what to do but only guided Child X in the right direction. It resulted in Child X still feel like he was in control with the situation. If the child had decided to not have the timer and disrupted the entire class because he was unhappy, this may resulted in the Teacher having to tell him off and could have made the incident a lot more serious than it needed to be.  
Ivan Pavlov was also a psychologist who experimented with animals. Instead of the other psychologists using rats, Pavlov used dogs. For this experiment, he would use food as the incitive. Every time it came to the dogs having food, a bell would be rung. After this was done numerous times, the dogs became aware that the sound of this bell would mean that they would be having food. When comparing this experiment to the Critical Incident that I observed, it implies that when something is done repetitively you know what is going to happen and the outcome. Child X knew that by making the decision to wait for the timer to count down, he would be able to carry on with the activities the same as everyone else. This could be a strategy that he uses to cope with his behaviour. 
However, some would argue that by following guided instruction the child may have no independence or choice to make his own decisions. 
This is something that I disagree with as the Teacher did not tell him what decision that he should make but only suggested. Consequently, this made Child X feel like they were in charge with the situation and the child was able to carry on with the day without any further disruptions. 
If both the teacher and child know that behaviour is something that child X struggles with, using a timer is a coping strategy that they have found successful and helps Child X to move on from the situation. Using a timer allows the child to become distracted. 
Within the theory Behaviourism there are two different types of conditioning, Classical and operant. Classical conditioning is learning because of something we already know, this is how a response or action is learnt. It can also be a response that has been picked up because of a previous experience. For example, Child X may have struggled moving on from a negative behaviour and knew that the timer was a way in which he could do so. The teacher was also aware of this and knew how to make a negative situation into a positive. Child X may have be in contract with people outside of school who struggle with their behaviour, Child X could have watched how they dealt with the situation and how they were feeling and responded in the same way when it happened. An argument may be, that if the people around him struggle with their behaviour, this would have an effect on the child and this could be why the Critical Incident occurred. Children can pick up both positive and negative behaviours from people around them but the important thing is that they are able to learn right from wrong and when they are struggling with their behaviour, have supportive people around them who can guide them in the right direction. 
Vygotsky’s beliefs with social constructivism link in with these, he believes that we learn things by watching and observing others around us, social and cultural aspects also having an impact. Vygotsky believes that children will pick up on interactions from others and will learn from these, whether good or bad.
Albert Bandura, a Canadian Psychologist believed that children should be able to look up to the people they admire for support and guidance leading them into the right direction. He conducted many experiments; one being named the ‘Bobo doll experiment’ in nineteen-sixty-one. In this experiment, Bandura investigated how children learn from the people surrounding them and the effect and impact it can have on them. Within the experiment, Bandura included children with ages ranging from three to six. Bandura got one third of the children to watch a video with an adult aggressively attacking a doll. The second group of children also watched the video, however in this video the adult was not attacking the doll in an aggressive manner but playing with the Doll instead. The third group did not watch a video. After all children observed the video, individually they then went into a room where the doll was and were left alone for twenty minutes. In the room, there was both aggressive and non-aggressive objects that the children could play with. After the experiment was completed, it was proven that children who had watched the video picked up on the behaviours that they had seen and the others who had not were less inclined to being aggressive. Child X did not respond well to finding out that his bike was being checked over, even though it was in fact helping him and keeping him safe. Child X is likely to have picked up this reaction from elsewhere and thought that this was the right way to respond. It is unknown whether the child would respond negatively and aggressively in previous incidents, however from observation, the Teacher was able to guide Child X in the direction where he is able to divert and move on from the negative feeling and able to carry on with class activities. As the teacher built repour with the child, Child X would look up to the Teacher, picking up their mannerisms and learning right from wrong. 
Creating an environment that is safe for the pupils is vital when in a School. “The most desirable school atmosphere is the one that optimally promotes the child’s development- social, moral, and affective, as well as intellectual.” (DeVries and Zan, 2012)
The class environment can hugely affect a child’s learning and behaviour. It is important for teachers to promote both a positive atmosphere and environment where they feel safe and calm.

My Critical Incident occurred in the morning when all the children were sitting on the floor. Most of the class had brought in their bikes and the Teacher was explaining that they were being checked over by a professional to ensure that they were safe and working well. As it was morning all children were restless and noisy. After this discussion, Child X became unhappy and reacted in a negative manner. 
I do believe that the Critical Incident that I observed was dealt with in a positive manner. It included a strategy that was suited for the child and the Teacher must have had rapport with the child for the incident to not escalate further than needed. By using a timer which was an object, it allowed Child X to concentrate and distract themselves from the initial incident, meaning that they could join in with the class for the rest of the day. From observing the incident, I believe that this is something that would have occurred before as both Child X and the Teacher knew how to deal with the situation without things escalating further. 
Both behaviourism and Social constructivism have given me context as to why the behaviour occurred and I now understand that making the child feel like they are making the choice can be just as effective as telling them what to do. This is something that I will take with me in future practise. Both researched theories have highlighted that a child can pick up their behaviour from the people surrounding them however, in school there are rules which need to be followed. Children may have more boundaries at home than others but in school it is important for each child to learn the correct behaviours so that they can take them as their grow up. All children need to behave appropriately and as children are easily led by others. It is important for teachers to correct them if they are misbehaving or acting in an inappropriate manner. 
As there was a lot of noise from other children throughout the class, Child X may have felt like they were not noticed, which in conclusion could have made them not wanting to partake in the activity. Child X may have felt like they were fighting for the attention which resulted in him not wanting to participate with everyone else and stay behind on the carpet to make sure he was noticed. The other children within the class were not quiet and were actively participating with the conversation with the Teacher, shouting out. When in future practice, I will do my best to keep children calm and quiet when suitable within the classroom and as the Teacher was doing, getting the children on to the next activity as quick as possible to ensure that the children stay engaged. I would like to provide an environment where it is calm and safe for the children ensuring that good behaviour is reinforced. 
I will make endeavour to ensure that I reinforce my future pupils with positive behaviour in the hope of strengthening desirable behaviour. I was able to observe the outcome after the positive behaviour and in this specific incident it had a positive outcome. 
In the classroom where I was a non- participant observer at had a very welcoming atmosphere. It had bright colours and was very open. 
Behaviourism is a theory that is relatable in many different aspects within a school setting and although both Skinner and Pavlov used animals in their experiments, there was still a clear relation in how reinforcement and repetition are important in a child’s learning. All children come from different backgrounds and it is important that even though everyone has different upbringings, Teacher’s need to ensure they do their best to create an environment where all children are treated equally and each know their boundaries when in school. 

After my observation day at a Primary School, I was able to gain a better understanding of what a Critical Incident is, and how even small incidents can be significant in a child’s day.  
The aim of my time (one day) at the school was to notice and observe an incident that occurred in the day. I was able to watch the incident itself, how the Teacher responded to it and in turn Child X’s reaction and response.
During my observation day, I was acting as a non- participant observer meaning that I would not be joining. The benefits of this were that I was able to concentrate on what I could see however, a limitation was that I was unable to know any background information on the children or anything that may have contributed towards my Critical Incident. 
In Summary, the critical Incident that I chose was a single child not wanting to participate. Instead, Child X stayed sitting on the carpet even after all the other children were able to get up and join in with the activity set. The Teacher realised that Child X had negative behaviour and gave the child the opportunity to calm down using a timer. As the Teacher did not tell Child X what to do, the child was able to feel like they were in control of the situation and was then happy to proceed with the day positively. 

Successful Futures with the Four Purposes is a brand-new generation, and everything taught is going to be with a purpose. After being a non- participant observer and watching my Critical Incident, I was able to identify and observe the purposes that it would link up to.

My Critical Incident touched upon different AoLe standards such as Health and well-being. The Teacher was concerned about the child’s state of mind. Literacy and communication as the Teacher communicated with Child X to resolve the issue. 













OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES 1
(Questions adapted from Fletcher Wood (2016) 
	Date and time, year group: 

28/09/20
10:45 
Reception
 

	Lesson details: (Context and focus -/AoLE/subject- is it near start of end of unit of study? Indoors/outdoors? Ability range? Any particularly relevant information). 
 
Four to five-year olds.
Mixed ability 
Indoors 
One teacher and Teacher assistant 

 
 
 
 

	Classroom culture 
(What is the classroom ‘vibe.’? What do attitudes, dispositions, behaviours towards learning seem like at this point in time?) 
 
 As a class they are all easily distracted and lose concentration quickly. They cannot sit down for a long period of time without getting fidgety and bored.



	Objectives 
(What happens in the environment that communicates the purpose of the experiences?  What can be observed regarding the way lesson activities relate to these purposes? 
 
 After break, they had carpet time before they began their next activity. By having the carpet time, it allowed the children to concentrate on the teacher and kept their focus without being distracted. The next activity was being discussed. 

	Direction 
(What can be observed that helps learners understand what they are engaging in?  What in the environment helps them understand how to achieve well)?  
 
 
 When all the children are sitting on the carpet the teacher asks them all to do a 
Dolphin Breath. This gave the children a moment to relax and not think about anything else. 
 

	Access and challenge 
 (What can be observed in the environment that enables engagement of learners? What can be observed regarding levels of challenge? 
 
 In the environment, they have a timetable that is placed on the wall next to the carpet. Most of the class were interacting with the Teacher, participating loudly and restless. There were a few individuals who were sitting quietly listening to what was being said. 
 

	Assessment 
(Can anything be observed about how student’s existing knowledge is used?  Can anything be observed regarding the development of knowledge during or after the experience)? 


 Some of the children remembered the rules of the classroom- not shouting out when the Teacher was talking, however most of the children were over excited and so it was forgotten. 
All the children used their existing knowledge to understand why their bikes were being checked.
The child where the Critical Incident occurred was able to use his experience and knowledge to overcome how he was feeling and was able to proceed with the activity. 
 

	Specifics / Critical Incidents 
 (Are there moments which cause you to consider aspects of practice when you come across them in future teaching)? 
Using a ‘breath’ allows children to gather their thoughts and listen to the Teacher fully. Using a topic where a discussion can happen allows children to share their thoughts.


	 


 
 
	Details relevant to the research context. 
 
Date/time. Age/Stage of group. 
People involved. Contextual information from field notes.  
 
	 
 28/09/2020
11am

Incident took place in the morning involving one child. Children were leaving carpet to go and participate in the activity. 
All children were loud as they had all just come back from break time outside.

	What happened? 
A detailed description of what you observed and what thoughts on pedagogy and practice occurred to you as a result, looking towards your research. 
	All children were leaving carpet and one child stayed sitting down. Teacher asked if the child was going to go and join in with the activity, but child said, ‘No. I don’t need my bike checked’. Child was clearly unhappy that it was being checked and this affected his behaviour. 
The Teacher asked if he would like a timer so that he could calm down and then return to the lesson. Child wanted to do this- had the choice and felt like they oversaw the situation.  Child was able to participate with the class once it had run out of time.

Looks into Behaviourism and Social Constructivism. 
 




OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES 2
(Questions adapted from Fletcher Wood (2016) 
	Date and time, year group: 
 
28/09/2020
11am
Reception

	Lesson details: (Context and focus -/AoLE/subject- is it near start of end of unit of study? Indoors/outdoors? Ability range? Any particularly relevant information). 
 
 The children were outside using different objectives to experiment. Some children were using wood planks to make a ramp for a car and others were in a ‘kitchen’ making different things. 
The teacher was inside with other children and there were 10 children outside with the teaching assistant. 


	Classroom culture 
(What is the classroom ‘vibe.’? What do attitudes, dispositions, behaviours towards learning seem like at this point in time?) 
 
Children are happy to be outside playing, so are excited and wound up. The children are playing together but the boys seem to be playing separately to the girls.




	Objectives 
(What happens in the environment that communicates the purpose of the experiences?  What can be observed regarding the way lesson activities relate to these purposes? 
 
 
 By experimenting without instruction, it allowed the children to explore things in their own ways. The children were able to explore different ideas whilst having the choice to either work on their own or with others. 

	Direction 
(What can be observed that helps learners understand what they are engaging in?  What in the environment helps them understand how to achieve well)?  
 
As the children felt like they oversaw the activity, all the children were fully engaged. Even though they had instruction to experiment using different objects they were able to feel independent and each were achieving in their own ways.
 

	Access and challenge 
 (What can be observed in the environment that enables engagement of learners? What can be observed regarding levels of challenge? 
 
 The children were outside in a courtyard, this made the children engage in the activity as they were able to challenge themselves. I noticed it became a bit of a competition who could create the best ramp and whose car would go down it the fastest. This also challenged the children as they all wanted to be had the best ramp.

There was a group of both boys and girls who were in the ‘kitchen’ making pretend food. 
 
 

	Assessment 
(Can anything be observed about how student’s existing knowledge is used?  Can anything be observed regarding the development of knowledge during or after the experience)? 

The children used their existing knowledge to be able to work individually and not needing assistant from the teacher. By working together, they could improve their knowledge and after the experience they may have developed their ideas for future.


	Specifics / Critical Incidents 
 (Are there moments which cause you to consider aspects of practice when you come across them in future teaching)? 
 
 Two of the boys both wanted to play with the same object, causing the children to argue and start kicking each other. Ensure children learn to share with each other or have more than one object available.

	 



	Details relevant to the research context. 
 
Date/time. Age/Stage of group. 
People involved. Contextual information from field notes.  
 
	 28/09/2020
11am 
A group of ten children are in the courtyard outside where they are different objects and things for them to play with. 
The teacher is inside with other children but there is a teaching assistant outside with the group. 
 
 

 

	What happened? 
A detailed description of what you observed and what thoughts on pedagogy and practice occurred to you as a result, looking towards your research. 
	 
 After being outside for roughly 20 minutes, two of the boys wanted to experiment with the same thing. They were both in the ‘kitchen’ and one of them had a jar which the other boy wanted. 
He tried to snatch it from him which resulted in the boy holding the jar kicking the other. This created a scene with them both kicking each other. 
The teacher did not notice straight away but when she did shout over to them to stop. 
The children both reluctantly stopped and expanded to different groups.

 








OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES 3
(Questions adapted from Fletcher Wood (2016) 
	Date and time, year group: 
 28/09
9:30am
Reception

	Lesson details: (Context and focus -/AoLE/subject- is it near start of end of unit of study? Indoors/outdoors? Ability range? Any particularly relevant information). 
 
All the teaching took place indoors and this topic was taking place on the carpet. There were mixed abilities in the class. As it was in the morning all children were together.

	Classroom culture 
(What is the classroom ‘vibe.’? What do attitudes, dispositions, behaviours towards learning seem like at this point in time?) 
 
 This was first thing in the morning and the children were all excited and talkative. As it was Monday morning, and they were not in school over the weekend it seemed like they were all happy to see each other but in effect were quite wound up as a class.



	Objectives 
(What happens in the environment that communicates the purpose of the experiences?  What can be observed regarding the way lesson activities relate to these purposes? 
 
The teacher was talking to the children about the brain and how their ‘Chimp’ tells them what to think and do. The teacher was asking the children questions about the brain and asked them to close their eyes to have a think. By getting the children to close their eyes it kept them all focused and on task. 
As the children are young, this was a good activity for them to do as they had to think for themselves for a short amount of time.
 

	Direction 
(What can be observed that helps learners understand what they are engaging in?  What in the environment helps them understand how to achieve well)?  
 
 
The teacher had a chimp teddy bear that helped the children relate and engage in what they are doing. When the teacher was talking to them about the chimp, she was holding the chimp, and this helped the children to relate to the subject. 


	Access and challenge 
 (What can be observed in the environment that enables engagement of learners? What can be observed regarding levels of challenge? 
 
As it was an individual task- to think about their own personal chimp, all children could think about it in their own levels of depth. 
If the children forgot about the subject, they were talking about they were able to have a look at the chimp to remind themselves. This also helps to keep the children engaged. 

The teacher asked a few of the children individually what does their chimp do to help them think about their thoughts. 

 

	Assessment 
(Can anything be observed about how student’s existing knowledge is used?  Can anything be observed regarding the development of knowledge during or after the experience)? 
 
 
The children were aware that they made decisions every day and had knowledge of this, however by relating their brain to the chimp it allowed them to think about how they can get the chimp to make different decisions and not let the chimp take charge.
 

	Specifics / Critical Incidents 
 (Are there moments which cause you to consider aspects of practice when you come across them in future teaching)? 
 
 
When talking about the brain, one child decides to misbehave which resulted in disrupting all the other children in the class. The child tried to ignore the Teaching assistant when she told him to sit up and waited for her to go over to him and asked for him to sit up a second time. 
 

	 



	Details relevant to the research context. 
 
Date/time. Age/Stage of group. 
People involved. Contextual information from field notes.  
 
	 
9:30am
28/09

The children had not long come into the school on a Monday morning, there was roughly twenty of them in the class.
The teacher was talking to them about their brain and calling it the chimp. 
The children were all sitting on the carpet cross legs facing the teacher.

There was also a teaching assistant in the classroom who was quite heavily involved ensuring that the children were all behaving and listening to the teacher. 


	What happened? 
A detailed description of what you observed and what thoughts on pedagogy and practice occurred to you as a result, looking towards your research. 
	 
The teacher asked all the children to close their eyes to have a better and more in depth think about the brain and their ‘chimp’. All of the children had their eyes closed and one boy decided to pretend to fall asleep and lay back on the floor, this resulted in him falling or touching three other children which disturbed both of them and everyone else around them. 
The teacher assistant called over to the boy telling him to sit up however, the child pretended that he was not able to hear the TA and carried on playing the game. Once the teacher assistant went over to the child and bent down next to him that is when he listened and sat up. 
This disrupted the class and it then took everyone a few minutes to settle down again and proceed with the lesson. 

The boy wanted to see if he could ignore the teaching assistant and carry on pretending to fall asleep- see if he could get away with it. 

Thoughts of Pedagogy- Behaviourism, Choice.





OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES 4
(Questions adapted from Fletcher Wood (2016) 
	Date and time, year group: 
 28/09/2020
Approx. 9:40

	Lesson details: (Context and focus -/AoLE/subject- is it near start of end of unit of study? Indoors/outdoors? Ability range? Any particularly relevant information). 
 
 This was at the start of the day and the teacher was discussing what they are doing for the day, showing them the timetable that is on the wall. The timetable is shown by pictures which can be changed each day.
Mixed abilities in the class and children aged four to five.
 

	Classroom culture 
(What is the classroom ‘vibe.’? What do attitudes, dispositions, behaviours towards learning seem like at this point in time?) 
 
 The children are energetic and keen to start the day. The children seem fidgety and do not want to stay sitting on the carpet- want to get started with the activities. 



	Objectives 
(What happens in the environment that communicates the purpose of the experiences?  What can be observed regarding the way lesson activities relate to these purposes? 
 
It is important for the children to be listening to what is happening in the day so that they know what activities they are doing. This sets the children up for the day and they know the schedule and what they will be doing that day. 
 

	Direction 
(What can be observed that helps learners understand what they are engaging in?  What in the environment helps them understand how to achieve well)?  
 
 By all sitting on the carpet listening to the teacher if there is any misunderstanding, they can ask then as the teacher is focusing on making sure that they know what is going on that day. By all the children sitting on the carpet together and listening, it teaches them skills that they will use throughout their life as they get older. 


	Access and challenge 
 (What can be observed in the environment that enables engagement of learners? What can be observed regarding levels of challenge? 
 
 By learning what they will be doing that way and discussing the first activity the children all must listen and have only one person at a time. This was more of a challenge for some as they wanted to either interrupt of get up and start the activity for the day. 
 

	Assessment 
(Can anything be observed about how student’s existing knowledge is used?  Can anything be observed regarding the development of knowledge during or after the experience)? 
 
 At the start of the day, the teacher tells the children not to shout out and if they do want to say something to put their hand up. All the children had the knowledge that they should not speak when others are and to listen to the teacher however, this did not always happen and had to be reminded of it now and then. 
 

	Specifics / Critical Incidents 
 (Are there moments which cause you to consider aspects of practice when you come across them in future teaching)? 
 
When the teacher was talking to the children about the timetable that day, one boy stood up and walked over to where the teacher was and asked if he could get a drink. 

	  


 
	Details relevant to the research context. 
 
Date/time. Age/Stage of group. 
People involved. Contextual information from field notes.  
 
	 
 9:40 am
All the children are sitting on the carpet listening to the teacher talk through the timetable for the day. 
 
 
 
 Involved one child and the Teacher. 
 All the children were in the room and the Teacher was talking about the day ahead, All the children were aware what was happening that day.
Children were sitting quietly and answering questions by putting their hand up.
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