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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


The definition of safeguarding children is defined by Ofsted (2021) as “working together to protect children from maltreatment, preventing impairment of children’s health or development, ensuring that children are growing up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care whist taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes” (Ofsted 2021).

Nationally within Wales the Children Act 1989 gives guidance to local authorities of when they need to initiate care proceedings to safeguard and promote children’s welfare (Children Act, 1989). In 2016 Part 3 of the Children Act (1989) was replaced by Part 6 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (NSPCC, 2022). The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 provides Wales with its own framework for Social Services emphasising on giving individuals a stronger voice, more control over their care and support they receive and encouraging a focus on prevention and early intervention (NSPCC, 2022). Part 7 of the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 places a duty on all professionals to report children at risk.

Following a report of a child being at risk of harm, abuse or neglect social services must decide and record next actions within one working day focusing on safety and well-being of the child (Action following a report: Initial checks and decisions 2023). Following initial checks consisting of existing social services records and multi-agency contributions under Section 164 of the Social Service and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014, a decision will be made taking into account all relevant information based on information being proportionate enabling the report-taker to determine if no further action is taken, the child needs an assesment under Part 3 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 for care and support, that immediate protection and urgent action is required or that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the child is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm and a strategy discussion should be held to initiate s47 Enquiries under The Children Act (1989) (Action following a report: Initial checks and decisions 2023).


If the report is unsubstantiated with consent the family may benefit from early help services, signposting, or referral to provide support. If the report contains information of a criminal offence, then the case must be discussed with police immediately (Action following a report: Initial checks and decisions 2023). 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures detail the roles and responsibilities for practitioners to ensure that they safeguard children who are at risk of abuse and neglect (Safeguarding Wales, 2014). They are designed to standardise practice across all of Wales and between agencies, they are seven-stage process which every agency has the opportunity to contribute (Safeguarding Wales, 2014).

Locally and organisationally XXX Council have created the Effective Child Protection framework to address the question of knowing if our child protection work is effective (Effective child protection in XXX to keep children safe, 2023). The four key components of the framework are conversation, ensuring collaborative conversations take part, thresholds ensuring consistency when assessing risk, change to focus on creating change to prevent harm and to measure progress towards outcome (Effective child protection in XXX to keep children safe 2023).

Word count - 524







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Wales Safeguarding Procedures set procedures for both adults and children (Safeguarding Wales, 2014), they are national procedures that detail roles and responsibilities for practitioners in Adults and Children services to ensure that they safeguard children or adults who are at risk of abuse and neglect. Under Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 the local authority had a duty to safeguard if they have reasonable cause to suspect a child or adult is at risk of harm and/or abuse (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014).

A Key difference between adult and children safeguarding are the procedures that are followed, although both work under the Wales Safeguarding Procedures and Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) 2014 Act the guidelines differ. Children safeguarding have clear directions and timeline whereas adults safeguarding is vaguer with no clear timeline for action to be carried out. Following a report of a child being at risk of harm, abuse or neglect social services must decide and record next actions within one working day focusing on safety and well-being of the child (Action following a report: Initial checks and decisions 2023). Whereas in Adults service following a concern of a adult as risk a referral should be made in writing within 24 hours, Social Services should then acknowledge the report within 7 working days, if this has not been done then Social Services should be contacted again (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2023).

Another key difference that differs in Adult safeguarding is capacity and consent. Consent is not required when carrying out children safeguarding and only comes into question if no safeguarding is raised but the family may require support for preventative work (Action following a report: Initial checks and decisions 2023). Whereas in adult safeguarding a referral cannot be made without the consent of the individual, consent would only not be required if the individual did not have capacity under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 to make that decision. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 protects vulnerable adults in decision making, every adult irrelevant of there disability has the right to make their own decision wherever possible (Mencap, 2022). Individuals should always be supported to make their own decision if they can, ensuring that all information is given in a format that they can understand, however if an individual is unable to make that decision even with appropriate information and support and they are deemed to lack capacity then a ‘best interest’ decision is made for them (Mencap, 2022).



Word count - 419


400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
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