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This assignment will cover the analyzation of the term Terrorism. It will analyze terrorism by researching the terrorist group Islamic State. It will discuss Islamic States ideology, structure, methods they have used and why they should or should not be termed as ‘Terrorist’. The assignment will be split into 4 main parts, The Introduction, The Main Body, Conclusion and References. The introduction will introduce the subject at matter and give a brief description on what the assignment is going to be about and how it will be set up. The main body will be the majority of the assignment and show evidence collected from different sources to back up and try to answer the question of whether Islamic State deserve the term ‘Terrorist’. The conclusion will sum up everything that’s been spoken about in the main body and ultimately come to answer to the previous question. The reference list will show all the sources that have been used throughout the assignment. Terrorism by definition is ‘the unlawful use of violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, in the pursuit of political aims’. Terrorist by definition is, ‘a person who uses unlawful violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, in the pursuit of political aims’. Islamic State was set up in 1999 but during 2003 – 2009 saw the rise and the fall of terrorist organization Al-Qaeda. Islamic State (ISIS) rose to popularity in 2009 off the fall of Al-Qaeda. A letter was published by the coalition in February 2004. It was written that Jihadis should use bombings to attempt to start an open sectarian war so that the Islamic world would mobilize against assassinations carried out by Shia. Islamic State gained global popularity in early 2014 as they attempted and succeeded to drive Iraqi government forces out of key cities throughout western Iraq and then onto the capture of Mosul and the Sinjar massacre. In this day Islamic State are still attempting to seize land that isn’t theirs now in towns in African countries such as Nigeria. Members of Islamic state continue with their beliefs and will continue to do so as it is almost impossible to change a person’s state of mind. On the 3rd of March 2021 Islamic state claimed responsibility for the killing of three women who worked for a local radio and tv station in eastern Afghanistan. These deaths are the most recent of a huge spike of targeted killings. These killings have seen judges, journalists and other professional media people killed by gunshots or car bombs. Peace talks between the government and Islamic state began last year, but despite of this, Killing from Islamic state have escalated. This is sparking fears that the insurgents are eliminating perceived opponents. The three women were killed out of nowhere in two separate attacks after they had left the TV Station where they had worked. Officials said that police had arrested the killer and had identified him as Qari Baser and insisted he was a member of the Taliban.  
On November 13th, 2015 Paris came under one of the worst terrorist attacks it has ever faced. The night of November 13th, 2015 saw gunmen and suicide bombers hit a concert hall, a major stadium, restaurants and bars almost at the exact same time. The consequences of this left 130 people dead and hundreds more wounded. Islamic state used suicide bombs to harm people outside the Stade de France and used guns in the City Centre were the terrorists shot aimlessly into bars and restaurants injuring and killing multiple people. One of the worst effected places was the Bataclan Concert Hall, where hundreds of people had gathered to watch a band. Members of Islamic State had entered the venue with guns and began to gun down people watching the show. Overall 80 people died at this venue alone, and when police raided the building the shooters set off suicide bombs, killing themselves and hurting others around them. All these attacks happened within 20 minutes of each other, The Stade de France being the first place to be hit at 21:30 with suicide bombers and the Bataclan concert hall being hit at 21:40 with shootings and suicide bombers. The shootings throughout the bars and pubs occurred between these 20 minutes and cost the lives of hundreds. The first view of a map that plots out the different locations that are attacked sows that the Islamic state clearly had good training in what they were doing and set out a plan. A large number of the shooting and suicide bombings have occurred throughout streets near to each other and that are connected. This way, if people are running from different locations they may get caught up in the nearer situations and this may work in the Islamic states favor.
The ideology of the Islamic state is down to a version of jihadi-Salafism. Jihadi Salafism is religious political ideology, and it is based on beliefs in physical jihadism. Doctrines of Islamic State include that they believe it represents the restoration of the caliphate from early Islam. They believe that all Muslims need to and must pledge an allegiance to it. They pledge an allegiance to that a defiled Islam has to be purged of apostasy, often with bloody sectarian killings. This is because they believe the final day of judgement is near and approaching and that God will follow the defeat of the army of Rome by Islamic State. They believe that at this time the work they have done for their people and for their god will earn them a good place in the afterlife. Its aims, ideologies and motivations include Religious warfare against the united states of America, including the US’ interests and allies. Islam state believe that their way of practicing Islam is the perfect and only way of practicing Islam and any other religion. As they believe in their religion being supreme then it will motivate them to practice the physical aspects in multiple ways, and will lead to them gaining enemies from other religions and countries because of the unnecessary killings and murders they part take in. As Islamic State was built off the back of Al-Qaeda, a large amount of their aims, ideologies and motivations are extremely similar. Another Aim is to remove US Forces from Saudi Arabia and Gulf, this was after Saudi Arabia requested the US army to assist in protecting the country from the likes of invading Iraqis. Over half a million American soldiers were sent to Saudi Arabia at this time and seemed to offend and upset Islamists and leaders such as Osama Bin Laden. This was mainly upsetting for some muslins as Saudi Arabia is thought of to be one of the most holy and cherished places for Muslims as this is where Mecca is. Mecca is important to the Muslim community as it is believed that all Muslims should make the effort to go there to pray at least once in their lives as it is considered the holiest land. This is what triggered something inside Islamic State as they believed that because this is a holy place of worship it should not be infested with over half a million people from the western part of the world who live a completely different lifestyle, especially when they may not necessarily agree with this way of life. Other aims include Liberating Jerusalem from Israelis, to overthrow Un-Islamic governments of the region. These are governments who are happy to live a western way of life, such as people from the United Kingdom and the United States of America. Also, another aim is to restore the caliphate or pan-Islamic Ruler, as this is what Al-Qaeda and Islamic state believe is right for people. The caliphate in Islam an Islamic state that is lead by a Caliph who is a religious leader. The road to the fall of the caliphate, was a violent, bloody warzone. The Caliphate saw such events as Children being taken from their families from allover the world and being moved to Syria by Islamic state, so that the people they were with could join ISIS. Muslim children from a young age were also trained by Islamic state to be soldiers, this would involve children as young as 9 years old learning how to shoot guns, use bombs and training in extreme conditions to be the perfect soldier when they are older. Children have been brainwashed into believing that doing things the Islamic state are teaching them is the best and most efficient way of doing things. Children of the Caliphate now have rehabilitation centers set up around Syria to help them move away from everything they were taught from the Islamic state and teaches them general school subjects. This is important that children in Syria are attempted to be rehabilitated as otherwise it will make the Islamic State stronger and may cause more harm to people in Syria and other parts of the world. 
There are multiple methods that Islamic State use that could be classed as ‘Terrorism’ or class them as ‘Terrorists’. The attacks Islamic State have claimed responsibility for cannot all be verified, and a lot of the killings have taken place where deaths are difficult to document. ISIS always tends to receive a lot of media attention; this is most likely because they have been recommended as an entity of particular concern by the United States Commission of International Religious Freedom. The source tells us that although the world has seen so many different types of terrorist attacks from multiple different groups, there is something about Islamic states attack that have been so much more sinister. Methods Islamic states used to assert their dominance involved the destruction of communities in the middle east and the families who lived there. The group targets Christian and Yazidi communities in Iraq and Syria and also targets other more moderate Muslim communities who don’t agree with Islamic States ideology. They rose to ‘fame’ while they were in Syria. At this time they were trying to force Christians to convert to Islam, by giving them the literal choice of converting or dying. ISIS are leaving a trail of carnage, wherever they are and go. The source tells in some areas occupied Islamic State they have a theology of rape and that rape, they claim that rape has always been part of war and aggression as it is an horrific thing. The theology says the jihadists must perform and participate in rape and institute slavery in the communities that they occupy and take over. They claim that taking advantage of people who don’t believe their ways sexually is allowed and also claim it is encouraged by the Quran. They believe that by doing this it will give them a closer relationship with God and give them a better chance of a good afterlife. Other than just targeting specific religious groups of people, Isis has targeted people at random all over the world. These attacks usually happen in public places such as the Paris attacks that occurred in 2015. ISIS have also inspired other groups of people to take similar action in allegiance to them. These ISIS’ methods shows that they believe a loud message gets attention, and that by performing the violent and abusive acts they do, it can persuade people to live their way of life to avoid people from being hurt. 
During the Paris attacks it was proven that ISIS were able to communicate and had a good working knowledge of what they wanted to do. They must have had a clear idea of what they were doing and must have had someone in charge who was confident in what they were controlling. In todays age, ISIS is more than a terrorist organization, it’s a terrorist state as it almost has governing elements. The Islamic State Institution for Public Information is Headed by Abu Al Athir Omru al Abbassi. The old Islamic State spokesmen was killed in a military raid and has since been replaced. When Islamic State are planning attacks from all over the world it will go through leaders first to ensure that what they are doing is being done at the best and most appropriate time, as well as in the most efficient way by Islamic States standards. 

In conclusion to answer the question of whether Islamic State should be termed as Terrorist, the evidence backs up that they should. The evidence collected shows how the Islamic State manipulate rules and people to gain what they want and what they feel is right. They also break laws and rules and attack innocent people to prove their point and for their own personal gain. The evidence regarding the Paris attacks shows us that, the actions Islamic state took does relate back to the definition of terrorism. The definition states ‘the unlawful use of violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, in the pursuit of political aims’, the actions taken by Islamic state in Paris during 2015, relates highly to the definition. The reason Islamic State engaged in the attack was for personal, political, and religious gain. All the different unnecessary shootings and bombing caused harm, death, trauma and damage. This ties exactly in line with the definition. Another factor is what they have done in Syria having taken children from their families to train them as soldiers from an extremely young age. The evidence also shows that they have twisted the words of the Quran to say that Assault towards women, is perfectly okay, as they believe rape is a part of war.
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