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HPHI 4902: Age of Extremes - A World at War 1914-1991
 (Level 4 - 20 credits – Distance Learning)
2022-2023 Semester Two (Lampeter)
Commencing: w/c Monday 5th June 2023 via Teams 
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Tutor: Doctor Lester Mason
l.mason@uwtsd.ac.uk







AIM(S):
· To familiarise students with key themes, events and ideas which characterise the study of what Eric Hobsbawm termed ‘the Age of Extremes’. 

· To familiarise students with historiographical debates surrounding ‘the Age of Extremes,’ and to highlight problematic issues related to historical interpretations and perspective


LEARNING OUTCOMES:

· Demonstrate a workable general knowledge of key themes and events which characterised the period 1914–1991, and articulate what made this period distinctive in global history.

·  Absorb and apply information from a range of primary and secondary materials.
 
·  Analyse and assess primary and secondary materials in a confident, critical and reflexive manner. 

·  Appreciate the dimensions of key historiographical debates surrounding the so-called ‘Age of Extremes,’ and be able to formulate evidence-based arguments which intervene in historiographical debates.

INDICATIVE CONTENT:

· World War One and Its Consequences - Calm before the Storm? The World in 1914 - The Origins of the World War One - Social Change on the Home Front - The World the War Made. 
 
· Interwar Years - The Russian Revolution - The Jazz Age - Modernism – The Morbid Age - Weimar Germany.  
 
· World War Two and Its Consequences - Nazism and Fascism - Expansion and Appeasement - The Holocaust - War in the East. 

· The Cold War - Worrying About the Bomb - Space Race - ‘Hot Wars’ - The ‘End of History’ 
 






LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY (see Distance Learning notification below):

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, themes and historiographical developments relating to this subject matter. Tutorials and seminars will introduce students to the areas of study summarised in the indicative content above.  These will be used to encourage and support discussion, and critical evaluation of themes and concepts relating to the so called ‘Age of Extremes’.
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	20
	10%

	Independent learning
	180
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%




ASSESSMENT:

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%







Preparation and early reading: 

The course reading list is below. Please note that the essential reader is: Eric Hobsbawm 'Age of Extremes', which is available free on-line, and a link to this can be found on the module Moodle site. You are advised to familiarise yourself with this work; all students of Modern History need to familiarise themselves with Hobsbawm.

There are power point presentations you can look at on the Moodle page.  

 One of the themes throughout the course will be the historiographical concept of 'Sonderweg', which tracks a specific path for German History from Unification (or earlier) to the Nazis and the Final Solution. This is a good starting point; so take a look at the material in section 1 - the power point on the German Question; or any of the papers, by Stevenson, Gordon, Ferguson, Evans, Mayer, Mommsen. 
This will give you a good foundation for when the course looks at the rise of extremism, particularly the Nazis.


ASSIGNMENTS

Assessment One: 

[bookmark: _Hlk93759716]THE DEADLINE FOR ASSIGNMENTS ONE IS:   Sunday 9th July 2023, by 23.59hrs


Gobbets – Analyse and critically appraise TWO primary source documents, studied or referred to during the teaching of HPHI 4902 ‘Age of Extremes’ (1000 words each – 50% weighting). Please note that examples of primary material will be introduced to students from the start of the course. 


The material to be analysed must be primary source documents: for example, an article or letter in a newspaper; Government paper; private papers or letters; propaganda poster; commentary; book extract from the period under analysis.



Within both appraisals the following points must be discussed: 

· Who is it by? Discuss the author, and the motives behind the document. How does this impact upon your interpretation of the source


· Where did it appear - e.g. which newspaper; who were the intended audience, and again how does this affect the interpretation?



· When was it written? For example, a letter written before the declaration of war in August 1914 will need a different approach than one written after.



· If applicable, compare the document against others, e.g. other letters that appear in the newspaper, or elsewhere, at the time.


· Look at the content - what is being said? Fully analyse the content and identify the key points or arguments raised by the author. 

· A final commentary on the overall significance of the source is advised, based upon how the source enhanced your understanding of the subject matter and more broadly on the themes discussed during the module 

· Ensure that each appraisal ends with a bibliography that follows MHRA Convention, even if it only references the source under analysis 

  
Assessment Two: 

A 2000 word essay, (worth 50% of the module marks), chosen from the titles below:

THE DEADLINE FOR ASSIGNMENTS ONE IS:   Sunday 13th August 2023, by 23.59hrs

1. Can similarities be made between the causes of World War One and the causes of World War Two? Your answer should pay particular attention to the historiographical debates around German foreign policy up to August 1914 and Hitler’s expansionist policy in the 1930s. 

2. Discuss the impact of Stalin’s leadership on the people of the Soviet Union during the 1920s and 1930s. Can his legacy from this period be summed up in solely negative terms?

3. The inter-war years have been described as a period of crisis and morbid reflection in Britain. Discuss, with due consideration given to political, economic, and cultural developments. 

4. Discuss the main arguments behind ‘Intentionalist’ and ‘Functionalist’ historiographical interpretations of Nazi policy towards the Jewish peoples. 

5. Was the end of wartime alliance between the West and the Soviet Union inevitable, or could the ‘Cold War’ have been avoided post 1945?  
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