Gemma Thomas
ECAD4006

Following your visit to the National Botanic Garden of Wales or a similar setting, prepare a suitable resource and explain how you would use the resource to support identified aspects of the delivery of Science, ESDGC and the wider curriculum. I have chosen the theme “Our World” as it covers many different areas of learning for the foundation phase and subjects for Key Stage 2. This will support my resources planned for primary school aged children which is 3-11. The majority of the lessons are located in the classroom. However, a couple of the lessons have some aspects of outdoor learning included. Also, one of my lessons has a follow-on lesson which includes a trip to the National Botanic Garden of Wales. In this essay I intend to discuss how different authors and organisations define Education for Sustainable development and global citizenship (ESDGC). I will also convey how my resources promote ESDGC, science and the wider curriculum.
Education for Sustainable development and global citizenship (ESDGC) is very important to teach to children of all ages. There are 7 ESDGC themes. The first ESDGC theme is consumption and waste. This theme includes children understanding that there are limited resources in the world and therefore this will have an impact on people’s lifestyles, industry and the future generation. Another theme is choices and decisions. This is understanding that when people make choices and decisions it may cause conflicts and issues and therefore, choices and decisions should be made carefully. Furthermore, health is an ESDGC theme. Children must understand the importance of a health lifestyle including a balanced diet and exercise. In addition to these themes, climate change is also an ESDGC theme. Children should understand and accept responsibility to take positive actions to make the world a better place and use ways to save and create new energy. The natural environment is another theme. This theme is about teaching children to respect living things in our environment and make links between the environment and people. The identity and culture theme teaches children that we live in a diverse world. It also teaches children that they must respect other cultures and religions and understand that discrimination and prejudice have negative effects on people. Finally, the wealth and poverty theme conveys that people, the economy and the environment are linked on local and global levels (Cardiff Sustainable Education Network, no date). The Brundtland Report (1987) discusses what ESDGC is and what it means for the people in our world. The report reads “development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations” (Brundtland Report, 1987). It is important that children understand that their actions and choices will have impacts on other people, the economy and the environment around them (Welsh Government, 2017). Another definition has also been provided to help our understanding of ESDGC. Young and Comins believe that “Global citizenship is about understanding the need to tackle injustice and equality and having the desire and ability to work actively to do so. Global citizenship is a way of thinking and behaving. It is an outlook on life, a belief that we can make a difference.” (Young and Comins, 2002:12). ESDGC is such a huge part of everyone’s lives without people realising and it affects everyone every day. It is important to focus on the biggest and most important issues of the world and some of these include climate change, trade, human rights and resource and environment depletion. We must consider how we treat other people as this will have a vital impact on future generations. Due to this everyone must take care in looking after the world and others in it. “Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) is education that will prepare young people for life in the 21st century”( Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). “The Earth provides enough to satisfy everyone’s needs, but not for everyone’s greed” (Mahatma Gandhi, no date). Consequently, we must focus on using resources effectively. This should be done by considering whether it is a case of wanting or needing them. Therefore, we will be using resources effectively and through the teaching approach of climate change we can find ways to try and reduce it. 
Although ESDGC is very important to promote in the primary school it is not taught as a separate subject. It should be included within different areas of learning in the foundation phase or subjects in Key Stage 2. We must understand that it is not one person’s responsibility to teach and therefore all teachers must always try to promote ESDGC themes within their lessons whether it is through indoor or outdoor learning.
There are many reasons why we should teach ESDGC in schools. Before the introduction of ESDGC, the Welsh Assembly Government had a sustainable development scheme and adopted the scheme ‘Starting to Live Differently’. They reviewed this in 2006 and then came up with the action plan which was Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship- A strategy for Action. After Estyn conducted a survey, one of the main points they found was that teachers were not clear of what ESDGC was and the purpose of it. They also found that schools were focusing more on sustainable development rather than global citizenship. As a result of this, The Welsh Assembly Government put together a document which would guide schools on how to develop children and teachers understanding and delivery of ESDGC. (Estyn 2014). Estyn believe that ESDGC should be taught in schools because it challenges “learners to engage in culturally diverse experiences, critically evaluate their own values and attitudes, and develop skills that will enable them to challenge injustice, prejudice and discrimination” (Estyn, 2014). Another act which would be relevant to those who are taught ESDGC in schools is the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. If ESDGC themes are being promoted through lessons, then they will understand the issues in the world and in Wales. Providing children with ESDGC knowledge will support them in understanding why we have Well-being Goals for Wales. One of the Well- being Goals is “A prosperous Wales” (Wellbeing of Future generations (Wales) Act, 2015). Educating children on this well-being goal and the ESDGC theme climate change will encourage children to make links between the two. Children can recall their knowledge on ways to help reduce climate change and therefore help the rest of Wales work towards the Well-being goal. ESDGC themed lessons can help to motivate children because it teaches them about recent, real life experiences which children may be able to relate to. 
Some schools also choose to do whole school projects in order to help children understand ESDGC themes. Some examples of these are Fairtrade which looks at wealth and poverty, healthy schools which looks at health and school councils or eco committees which may look at climate change and the natural environment and ways in which they can help both. Fairtrade schools are those who try their best to use and sell Fairtrade products as much as they can. As a result of this they raise awareness of Fairtrade within the school and possibly in the local community.
It is important for teachers to promote ESDGC in as many lessons as possible. As a result of this, children would begin to understand the importance of being a global citizen and equally will become “Ethical, informed citizens” (Donaldson, 2015). ESDGC can be taught in many areas of learning in the foundation phase or subjects in Key Stage 2 which I have covered in my resources. Within my theme “Our World” I covered a core subject in 2 lessons which was Science. I also planned lessons for Geography and RE in which I approached the wider curriculum. 
 In my geography lessons I have promoted ESDGC through the theme consumption and waste. I approached the theme consumption and waste through a recycling lesson which helped them to understand how to dispose of our waste appropriately using recycling bins. An image of a landfill site was included in the lesson which shows them the way they choose to dispose their waste will affect others and their planet. In addition to this, I also approached the theme natural environment through geography lessons. I have focused on looking after our natural environment to help save our planet from climate change. This also interlinked with choices and decisions and the children learnt about how their choice of transport to school affected climate change. It gave them an idea about how to change their ways of getting to school in order to help the planet which would have a positive impact on future generations. Climate change is an ESDGC theme and therefore I felt it was important to base my lesson on and ESDGC theme. Wealth and poverty was another ESDGC theme I promoted through my geography lessons. Children had the opportunity to learn that people, the environment and our food are linked both locally and globally.
[bookmark: _GoBack]An area of learning I looked at with the foundation phase was Personal and Social development, Wellbeing and Cultural Diversity (Welsh Government, 2015) the lesson also promoted ESDGC themes including identity and culture, choices and decisions and the natural environment. The identity and culture theme was promoted as the children were learning about what Christians believe about how the world was created. Understanding that other people may have different beliefs or follow a different religion ensures that children understand respect and diversity. As a result of this they will become ethical, informed citizens which is one of Donaldson’s four purposes. (Donaldson, 2015)
In the science lesson plans for both foundation phase and Key Stage 2 I promoted the theme the natural environment. The Key Stage 2 lesson looked at the properties of materials and objects in the children’s environment. Through the foundation phase lesson ‘The life cycle of a butterfly’, it was important that the children understood that the life cycle is a basic part of their natural environment and that they understood the importance of looking after insects so that these life cycles can continue to happen in a safe environment. The range that guided the life cycle lesson was “Identify some animals and plants in the outdoor environment” (Welsh Government, 2015, p.42) They were able to understand concepts of habitats through the lesson which explored the life cycle of a butterfly. The follow-on lesson was a trip to the National Botanical gardens to the Butterfly House which would help the children with their learning as they would be able to see the stages of the life cycle first hand and have their own experiences to reflect upon and learn from. 
In one of my geography lessons for Key Stage 2 I have included mapping skills. The skill the children were aiming to achieve in this lesson was “identify and locate places and environments using globes, atlases and maps” (Welsh Government, 2008, p. 12). The children’s map skills were being developed in the main activity as children were required to look at several food packages and discuss in groups where it has come from. They were then asked to look at a world map and find the place of origin for each food and draw onto the map how far it was away from the UK. This gave children a chance to learn where different places are using a map. Also, it helped children understand that our food has a long process of getting to our supermarkets.
The range that guided the life cycle lesson was “Identify some animals and plants in the outdoor environment” (Welsh Government, 2015, p.42) They were able to understand concepts of habitats through the lesson which explored the life cycle of a butterfly. The follow-on lesson was a trip to the National Botanical gardens which would help the children with their learning as they would be able to see the stages of the life cycle first hand and have their own experiences to reflect upon and learn from. 
The literacy and numeracy framework (LNF) was introduced in 2013 by the Welsh Government. The Welsh Government introduced the framework as they feared that children were falling behind. As a result of this, the aim of the LNF was to develop excellent literacy and numeracy skills in children between the ages of 5 and 14. The framework gives clear annual outcomes for the children’s development (Welsh Government, no date). Literacy and numeracy skills are very important throughout the whole life of an individual. “Literacy and numeracy help people gain the fundamental skills necessary to achieve success life”. “Workplace numeracy, literacy and employability skills are often used in conjunction with one another”. (Kangan Institute, no date, p. 1). In my resources, I have promoted many different literacy and numeracy skills in the main activities. An example of this is in the foundation phase the children had to describe what happened on each day of creation. This meets the ‘Text Types’ aspect of the framework. The framework reads “Description- provide information about an event, object, place etc.., without passing judgement on it or offering an explanation.” (Welsh Government, 2013). In this lesson, I have used the numeracy framework and have promoted numeracy as the children “collect information by voting or sorting and represent in pictures, objects or drawings” (Welsh Government, 2013) they have done this by arranging the days of creation on a storyboard. They must get the days of creation in the appropriate order.
I have concluded that it is very important to teach ESDGC. Through its teaching it can provide children with many experiences relating to different aspects of life which will affect them every day, e.g. climate change. I also think that ways in which ESDGC is promoted is interesting such as whole school projects. For example, school councils. In addition, numeracy and literacy skills are just as important to develop in children as I believe both skills can set children up for a successful future.
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