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Part 1.

In Wales there are many important documents and policies on youth work which inform us of what youth work is and where it takes place. This resourced information can not only guide youth work students in their studies but also practicing field work youth workers. 
According to the Youth Work Wales Principles and Purposes Guidebook states the voluntary engagement between young people and youth workers is a vital element of the principles of youth work, that youth work is inclusive to all young people aged between 11 to 25 years old (youth work Wales review group, 2018). There are many determinations written on the voluntary engagement and relationships between young people and youth workers one states by Jeffs and Smith (2010)” that the voluntary principal means that the young people can choose to enter the relationship with the youth worker and that they can also decide to end the relationship too if they want to”. The youth work strategy for Wales (wg, 2019) talks about how youth work is based on the voluntary participation between young people and youth workers and how this aids young people to feel empowered equals.
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Part 2a.

This essay summarises the definition and purposes of youth work according to the cld standards council in Scotland, (2019) It states their organisational aims are to “Enable young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social and educative development. To enable them to develop their voice, influence and place in society and reach their full potential”. Being able to build meaningful trustful relationships with young people is vital as a youth worker as spoke by Blacker who states, “A central task for any youth worker has always been the need to construct and sustain educational and social relationships with young people” (Blacker, 2010). Jolly’s views on the importance of this relationship between young people and youth workers also speaks that “It is no exaggeration to say that the single most important factor in defining youth work practice rests with the worker” (jolly, 2010, p. 6). Youth workers provide young people with opportunities to learn in both non-formal and informal ways through activities and programmes to develop skills, knowledge and personal growth as spoke of by Harte “They provide a key setting to enable the educational process of youth to take place “(Harte, 2020, p.90).
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Part 2b.


· Plagiarism.
It is vital that students avoid plagiarism in their work by crediting and acknowledging information and sources used while academically writing or speaking.  Competently referencing information sourced correctly and honestly so not to look like the information is trying to be passed off as your own work, this prevents plagiarism being flagged while the marking process.


· It is false that referencing is only needed when direct quotations are used. Any information taken whether a direct quote or information taken from books, websites, journals then put into your own words or used as graphical evidence needs to be acknowledged correctly so then if wanted to by the reader, they can look up the information easily for themselves to digest further or check sources.

· I believe Wikipedia is not a good place to source information for academic assignments due to the credibility and accuracy of the information. It is not a reliable tool to access and use information from on these grounds for academic writing and research. 

· Paraphrasing and summarising work such as long quotations is putting someone else’s idea into your own words, researching and finding the information dissecting what points you want to use then writing in your own words, acknowledging your source then correctly referencing at the end of the summary with the full details of where the information can be found in your reference list.

· To start planning research for an academic assignment would firstly be note taking in lectures on your relevant topic. Books would be in your reading list relevant to your assignment, using the library where needed. In relation to my own studies Youth work Wales, NOS (2019), Stats Wales and my placement Neath Port Talbot youth services purposes reports have been very useful in my current studies.

































Part 3.

 This report is focused on cyber bullying. I am analysing and evaluating a brief report which Is called Students Perspectives on cyber-Bullying written by Agatston and Kowalski and Limber (2007). The published report claims its aims are to get a better understanding of the effects cyber bullying has on young people aged 12-17 years old from 4 different schools in the district of Marietta. The intention and aims are to see if the young people within the schools are affected by cyber bullying, know what support if any is available to them then create an action plan to assess how schools can support young people on the effects and prevention of cyber bullying. 

What stood out in this report is that it focuses on what schools, parents and educators can do more of to be more aware of the growing problem of cyber bullying within schools and young people by incorporating cyber bullying into their school policies, it speaks of prevention messages and classroom lessons on cyber bullying making students aware the effects cyber bullying has on young people. The report also states that most of the 150 young people who took part in the focus groups were unlikely to tell an adult about cyber bullying stating the school districts personnel officer as not helpful. 

The report is structurally presented with an intro and brief opening of its aims and understanding the effects of cyber bullying has amongst young people. It continues with the study’s methodology, results, then discussion about possible action advised to be taken by schools. Overall, the report is brief with long paragraphs in each topic, but summaries in each paragraph the need for schools’ intervention with the growing concern of cyber bullying, the affect it has on young people and even though for the majority happens outside school premises the affect that transpires within school hours.

The lack of solid data is evident whilst reading through the article, whilst referring to the focus groups we see no figures or evidence for the words written in the article relating to the gathering of information within the groups.
The article refers to data taken on a much larger volume survey by Kowalski and Limber (2007) from ages 11-14. figures are presented in the article for us as the reader to be able to digest and visually see, the evidence that backs the information makes it a more credible reliable source. 
Referring then to the 4 socioeconomic schools and how the poverty levels range, with 2 being classed more deprived than the other 2 going on the data which is published in the article regarding free school meal entitlement data at each school. Although the article is very short and lacks structure, more data is needed to support the information given on the focus groups.
In comparison to the Children and youth Service Review written by Mishna and Saini and Solmon (2009) which is a lengthy very informative report which refers and references other studies and data throughout, the magnitude of quotes and referencing used can be very difficult to read.  A lot of time went into setting up and preparing for this study with a team of highly skilled individuals, facilitators being made up of social workers, psychologists, guidance councillors and safe school team members which in contrast to the original report seems to lack the involvement of professional bodies being present in any preplanning, research or the analysing of data collected. Both articles stressed throughout the findings that young people who experience cyber bullying would be unlikely to report to parent or school personnel.

The original report is an informal brief on Agatston and Kowalski and Limber’s findings on a small sample size of young people. A short easy to read brief report which throughout expresses the use of social platforms, stating the use of cellular phones is a growing problem which now transpires into the school environment., which is repeated through the report. The text has no relevant data to make it a persuasive report due to the lack of evidence and figures, the report refers to data as the majority, how many are the majority? This gives the reader an unclear observation into the depth and accuracy of the findings published which leads to question its reliability.

The report outlines cyber bullying’s growing issues and concerns at the time of publish in 2007, which we know to date to be a real cause for concern amongst the youth of today in 2023.
 The hypothesis of the report “the use of increasingly sophisticated cellular phones’ (Agaston and Kowalski and Limber, 2007), social media and what we now call trolling where people can also hide their identities from there victim has become a major issue in today’s society. Although a dated, otherwise very informed report Keith and Martin (2005) published “Cyber Bullying: Creating a Culture of Respect in a Cyber World: “referring to a nation-wide study conducted by i-SAFE America (National i-safe survey, 2004) publishes the data of cyber bullying gathered from 1,566  participating students  stating that of the young people taking part in the survey 58% have not told a parent or spoken to an adult of their online experiences of bullying.  Within the report guidance information for young people and how to stay safe online but also highlighting key changes to be aware of in a young person something the original report draws out information from the young people but only speaks of actioning further education on these topics of dealing with cyber bullying through the school.
All three reports stress the link between schools, educators and parents being more aware of the concern of cyber bullying, the lack of action taken in the report is questionable, it seems the work was done then recommendations given to the schools to move forward with independently.
The original report lacks reliability on the geographical area of Participants that took part and lack of published data, the method used of splitting the focus groups by sex would be considered discrimination in today’s inclusive society which shows the age of the survey. 
The conclusion the problem of cyber bullying was a growing concern back in 2007 is a stark reality of the power of technology and shows how much it has developed since 2007, in many ways a marvellous tool which has shaped the modern world but not without its dangers of online activity its ever-growing issues in today’s society  It can be agreed on throughout the reports the need to educate not only young people but schools and Adults over the effects of cyber bullying.
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