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This report has delved in to the Egyptian gold trade. It has looked in to how trade in Egypt grew in the first place and how gold moved around the East Mediterranean and the Levant during the Early Bronze Age and arrives at the conclusion that Egyptian trade was able to grow because of their ability to produce an abundance of gold. This in turn gave the Egyptians the monopoly on the gold trade in this region and enabled their Kings to give extravagant gold gifts away as a display of wealth and powerregion, and also enabled their Kings to give extravagant gold gifts away as a display of wealth and power, thus connecting the East Mediterranean and the Levant through these forms of exchange with gold. 
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Gold had been a luxurious and heavily desired metal over the Bronze Age, and within Egypt and its peripheries, in this case specifically Nubia, there were mines that could produce an incredible amount, to the point where Egypt could trade this metal and control the market for it. Through the theoretical approach of exchange and trade and subsequent archaeological evidence, this report endeavors to highlight how the Egyptians connected the Near East during the Early Bronze Age through the movement of gold. It will also highlight how the growth of Egyptian trade enabled such movement and how it was not only movement through the gold trade but also through an exchange of gifts between rulers.
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[bookmark: _Toc515049493]Trade and Gift Exchange

Mauss’ The Gift (1966) presents that the idea of gift exchange is a series of self-perpetuating obligations, in which if one party is presented with a gift from another, and the gift is to be accepted, and then the receiver is obliged to return the favor, and so the cycle continues. In support of this, Mayet and Pine (2010) argue that the concept of gift-giving is a social, cultural and economic experience, in which the material and social exchanges result are inherent across human societies are arguably fundamental in order to maintain relationships and express thoughts and feelings. The criterion for gift exchange, depending on its reception can have multiple effects, affecting the experience to vary, and therefore consequently it is not a stretch to argue that these objects of exchange contain their own power as Mauss states (1966: 41). For example, a situation where an exchange would enable one to save face or maintain peace within a relationship, or where a gift is not repaid then it gives the original gift-giver, the upper hand over the receiver, and therefore resulting in dishonor, disrespect and potentially conflict. Within the patterns of exchange, there also exists the potential to have a recipient of equal rank to the gift-giver, and such an event would occur within treaties or letters and would depict displays of mutual love (Rowlands et al, 2009: 60). Situations such as these could arguably then progress in to what can be considered a trade exchange, as Rowlands et al suggests these exchanges are balanced and therefore would be arguably neutral acts of trade, which would have developed from gift giving to commercial exchange depending on the status of the merchant. Furthermore, Sherry (1983: 159) argues that economic exchanges are most effected by the gift exchange, as gift giving is generally conceived as non-exploitive and is characterized by a high level of sociability, supplementing the ideals that link gift exchange and trade. 
With this development in mind, the transition from gift exchange to trade, can be argued to appear as a form of spectrum to an extent, initially in the form of gift giving, then to a social and amicable trade and finally to a commercial trade which would in turn affect diplomacy, society and the economy respectively. If one were to identify almost any relationship between nations where trade has occurred, in order to get the amicable nature between the two, what is essentially a prototypical contract is drawn up in form of gift exchange, of which both parties are aware of the other’s ulterior motive in order for exchanges to be mutually beneficial (Sherry, 1983: 158).
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Figure 1.1: Map of Egypt showing the Gold Trade Route along the River Nile, starting in a gold trading area in Nubia, following the river to the delta for the Mediterranean, or heading down the Wadi Hammamat for trade across the Red Sea.
Image: http://static.newworldencyclopedia.org/5/5f/Ancient_Egypt.JPG
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Figure 1.2: Map of the East Mediterranean and the Levant where the route is highlighted as a sea or waterway route, or by land, of which both moved from the Egyptian Delta to Byblos and splitting in to multiple directions from this port.
Image: http://web.cocc.edu/cagatucci/classes/hum213/Maps/Maps2HistoryAncient.htm
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Name of deposit
	Sample number
	Percentage of Gold
	Percentage of Silver

	Fatira (Eastern Egyptian Desert)
	1
	73
	27

	 
	2
	73
	27

	 
	3
	75
	25

	 
	4
	75
	25

	 
	5
	80
	20

	 
	6
	84
	16

	 
	7
	88
	12

	Gidami (Eastern Egyptian Desert)
	1
	78
	22

	 
	2
	79
	21

	 
	3
	80
	20

	 
	4
	80
	20

	Atalla (Eastern Egyptian Desert)
	1
	74
	26

	 
	2
	76
	24

	 
	3
	77
	23

	 
	4
	82
	18

	Hangaliya (Eastern Egyptian Desert)
	1
	70
	30

	 
	2
	80
	20

	Gebeit (Nubian Sudan)
	1
	88
	12

	 
	2
	90
	10

	 
	3
	91
	9

	 
	4
	91
	9

	 
	5
	92
	8

	 
	6
	93
	7

	Rigag Sageit (Nubian Sudan)
	1
	82
	18

	 
	2
	86
	14

	 
	3
	87
	13

	 
	4
	87
	13

	 
	5
	90
	10

	 
	6
	92
	8

	Tibiri (Nubian Sudan)
	1
	81
	19

	 
	2
	82
	18

	 
	3
	85
	15

	 
	4
	87
	13


Figure 1.3: A table depicting the percentage of gold and silver in samples of native materials within deposits between Egypt and Nubia.
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The trade that occurred locally between upper and lower Egypt, before the transition in to the Bronze Age (Mark, Ancient.eu, 2017), was immense, especially above the second cataract (regions of white water on the Nile), and therefore had a demand of precious materials (Ross, 2013: 15). Expansion initially arose when the Egyptians periodically targeted the ‘vile’ Nubians (Podany, 2010: 139), and although gold made Nubia the first trading hub along the Nile, it was also one of the reasons for Egypt’s desire to colonize it (Ross, 2013: i).
For a short timespan c.3000BC, apparently sophisticated, complex systems that exhibited many of the attributes of urbanism and possibly state structures appeared across an area stretching from the Nile and Aegean in the west to Central Asia (Rowlands et al, 2009: 25). From the Late Naqada II period onwards, development of low level contacts in the Levant occurred, however these were mainly over land with Palestine (Rowlands et al, 2009: 26) and by the Early Bronze Age, trade between Egypt and Mesopotamia had been well established (Mark, Ancient.eu, 2017). This was, however a slow progression, especially during the third dynasty, but soon rose to its peak during the fifth when, during the Early Bronze Age, Egyptians slowly began to take control of the east Mediterranean, (TheAncientNearEast.com, nd). Colonies were then administered within the Levant, Nubia, Canaan and Syria in order to aid with the international trade (Mark, Ancient.eu, 2017). These were enabled by two significant factors, the first being in control of the Nile Delta and its ports and Nubia to the south, both of which were vital for maintaining the external systems of trade (Rowlands et al, 2009: 42), and the progression in water transport. Water transport, initially upon a river, was a critical element in the growth of the urban system on the Euphrates and the Nile, where sails were first employed in the fourth millennium (Sherratt & Sherratt, 1991: 362). During the third millennium, both areas developed the capacity for sea transport, shipping goods using the Byblos route (Sherratt & Sherratt, 1991: 362). The emergence of local polities in the Levant and Syria were a consequence of the Egyptian-Mesopotamian trade route, Byblos and Ebla encountered hundreds of kilos of gold and other luxuries (Sherratt & Sherratt, 1991: 367). Patterns of Egyptian long distance trade began to emerge in the Late Bronze Age Period, Byblos ships were used for Egyptian/Byblite trade, where movement from Byblos to east via land or west to Crete/ Cyprus, etc. via sea (Rowlands et al, 2009: 27). Byblos was more of a halfway point for Egyptian trade, and this could be seen by the number of luxurious artefacts were found amongst the elite ranking members of Byblite society (Rowlands et al, 2009: 26-7). It was of a similar time during the late Bronze Age, that Egypt owned the gold trade, to the point where gold would be imported only to be gifted back to Egypt on occasion, for example the Mitanni (Podany, 2010: 244). Gold was also being traded through Egypt to Asia, which came to Egypt from Egyptian and Nubian mines and transported there, and these mines were established in earlier periods and developed by this time in the Late Bronze Age (Rowlands et al, 2009: 73). When one considers the possible use of Egyptian gold in the Levant, it is clear that metals linked ancient Near Eastern cultures in ways that both reflected and generated their social, political and economic development (Potts, 2012: 315).


[bookmark: _Toc515049497]The Movement of Gold
Initially, Klemm & Klemm (2013: 603) mention how it may be assumed that any gold nuggets found loose in pre-dynastic times, would have been removed by nomadic groups and therefore resulting in its transportation and possible trade in other places. However, during the Old Kingdom, Tools had developed in order to extract lumps of ore from veins in gold mines, and also during this time, it was possible to an increase in stone mortars near mines, signifying the ability to process gold on site to an acceptable level for trade (Klemm & Klemm, 2013: 6). This further suggests that the gold trade in Egypt was so successful that forms of funding may have been granted in order to improve the mining process, and as a result, “In Egypt, gold is more plentiful than dirt” (Podany, 2010: 215).
Due to Egypt’s periodical assaults upon the Nubians and the subsequent colonization from early to late Bronze Age, gold could be moved to a far larger scale due to Egypt’s trading capabilities (Podany, 2010: 139). By looking at figure 1.3, one can see that the quality of solely gold items was more a mixture of gold and silver, extracted from the mines as noted in figures 2.1 and 2.2. However, figure 1.3 also shows how the purity of gold items from Nubia were of a higher percentage, and figure 2.3 shows that a large number of occurrences regarding gold mining were also in Nubia. This therefore suggests that the Egyptians were looking for artefacts of gold, rather than silver or a mixture of the two, despite silver being a more valued metal at this time. Egypt’s expansion during the transition of middle to new kingdom was reflected by the increase in wealth and variety of gold artefacts from the period as a result of the colonization of Nubian mines (Klemm & Klemm, 2013: 609). Ross (2013: 15) argues that this is but one reason that Nubian gold mines like those in Buben and Wadi Allaki defined dynastic Egypt (Ross, 2013: 15).
By ignoring the quality of the metal being movement for a moment, the quantity of gold produced was just as vital to the quality. Nubian gold funded Egypt’s foreign relations in the west (Ross, 2013: 154) and the amount of gold that the Egyptians had in their possession was immense. The gold paid by tribute to the temple of Amun in Thebes that came from Nubian mines could funs up to 3100 skilled workers for an entire year, and this was but a small fraction of the total of gold flowing in to Egypt (Ross, 2013: 136).
An example of the movement of Egyptian and Nubian gold moving is within the Cypriot city kingdoms was actually electrum, and was most commonly sourced from mines in Egypt and Nubia, which was also found in Mesopotamia during the Early Dynastic period at its earliest (Potts, 2012: 297). Furthermore, Minoans who traded overseas most likely got their gold to trade from Egypt (Podany, 2010: 110). Individual pieces of gold had also been found at the wreckage of Ulu Burun, which were likely to have been from Egypt and Nubia, and were too valuable to not have been considered an item of some kind of international exchange (Monroe, nd: 37). This occurred in Cape Gelidonya, as well as Ulu Burun, where it was clear that there were elements of trade occurring as there was a wide range of different cultural items, including gold from Nubia and Egypt (Glausiusz, 2008).
 By the Late Bronze Age, gold was not only being traded around the East Mediterranean but also in Asia, made possible by the development of gold processing over the duration of the Bronze Age (Rowlands et al, 2009: 73). Palestinian business took them to Byblos, the diverging point of a large amount of Egyptian trade, and as a result, trade would inevitably the movement of Egyptian artifacts, sometimes gold, would have been transported back to Palestine (theancientneareast.com, nd). Potts (2012: 297) also mentions how gold artifacts discovered in Israel were imported and traded with Egypt; occurring at a similar time as Egyptian expansion in the gold trade was reaching its peak.
The process of gold trade was almost an entirely international business; Egypt obtained their materials predominantly from Nubia, and then would ship the metal over long distances within the entire interconnected system (Sherratt & Sherratt, 1991: 361). The Egyptian monopoly over the gold trade as a result was also characterized not only by the production of gold in controlled areas, but also by its movement within intensive inter-regional trade (Rowlands et al, 2009: 68). Furthermore, due to gold’s ability to reflect and initiate social, political and economic development in the Levant, and Egypt’s monopoly of the gold trade, the movement of the precious metals during the Bronze Age intrinsically linked these nations (Potts, 2012: 315). 



[bookmark: _Toc515049498]The Gifts of Kings
Rowlands et al (2009: 58) suggest that the movement of gold could also have occurred through the exchange of gifts between courts. The rhetoric of the reciprocative code implies that these gifts occurred within a brotherhood of sorts between the kings the east Mediterranean and the Levant, thus resulting in neutral acts of exchange (Rowlands et al, 2009: 61).
Aspects of dynamics in ceremonial exchanges during the Late Bronze age can be found in antecedents in the Middle Bronze Age or even earlier (Rowlands et al, 2009: 61). For example Egyptian King, Pepi I, had sent gifts of gold to the King of Ebla and as Egypt became a gold producing powerhouse, this was a lot easier for Egypt to do than anyone else (Podany, 2010: 53). Other examples of gift exchange between kings include Amenhotep III, who was good friends with Shuttarna II, as told by his son, who also mentions gracious gifts of gold were sent from Egypt to Mitanni (Podany, 2010: 195). As well as Akhenaten, who gave the King of Babylon 1200 minas, suggesting which suggests that the Egyptians again hadbeing capable with an abundance of gold gold, which enabled them to exchange in this way (Podany, 2010: 220).
Archaeological remains can also indicate royal exchange, for example, the wreckage of Cape Gelidonya. Although the remains of the ship found were mercantile, and contained artifacts relating to trade, the value of artefacts would suggest that the ship also contained gifts for a royal exchange of sorts (Bass, 1991:76). For example, a gold chalice that was clearly too valuable for simple trade in comparison to the rest of the gold found on board, is possible on such gift (Monroe, nd: 23).


[bookmark: _Toc515049499]Conclusion
In conclusion, gold, despite not being the most valuable metal in Egypt, can be interpreted as the string that connected Egypt to the East Mediterranean and the Levant during the Bronze Age. Due the colonization of the Nubian mines and the monopolization of the gold trade, Egypt was able to maintain a powerful presence at this time. Gold artifacts were able to be displayed as an item of power, on display or through exchange between kings, and were found in various nations with a variety of culturally different designs, making it evident that these nations were connected through trade. The power that was earned by Egypt through trade allowed it to expand even further as well, not only connected themselves with the Aegean and the Levant but also with Asia, who would also trade outwards creating a world network of trade during the Bronze Age. Although a lot of evidence found is based from the Late Bronze age, the reason for it being so prominent at this time was the development over time that occurred implying that relationships were created during earlier periods. Therefore, as previously mentioned by Potts (2012:315) it is clear that metals, including Egyptian and Nubian gold, linked ancient near Eastern cultures, reflecting and generating their development as societies. 

[bookmark: _Toc515049500]Illustrations

[image: ]
Figure 2.1: A map displaying the distribution of anciently exploited gold occurrences in Egypt
Page 52, Gold and Gold mining

[image: ]Figure 2.2: Map displaying the distribution of Pre- and Early Dynastic mining sites in the Egyptian Eastern Desert
Page 602, Gold and Gold mining.
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Figure 2.3: Map displaying known exploited Gold occurrences within Nubia/Sudan.
Page 342, Gold and Gold mining
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