WEEK 5: Theory & Method

Optional Reading
The optional reading for the week presents other current voices introducing fresh ideas into the theoretical melting pot (Iwaniszewski, McCluskey and Sims). To this is added a piece discussing a key theoretical point, namely how the different ways of “finding” the equinox result in very different orientations that might be identified in structural alignments (Ruggles). Lastly, Hayden and Villeneuve warn about the dangers of over-interpreting primary sources: they use the ethnographic record of contemporary hunter-gatherers to take a critical look at claims of Palaeolithic astronomy.

Iwaniszewski, Stanisław, ‘Ancient Cosmologies: Understanding Ancient Skywatchers and their Worldviews’, Journal of Cosmology, 2010, Vol. 9. http://journalofcosmology.com/AncientAstronomy118.html

Iwaniszewski, Stanislaw, “The Sky as a Social Field.” In C Ruggles (ed), Proceedings IAU Symposium No. 278, 2011, pp. 30-37. Available online: http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=8334285

McCluskey, Stephen, “The cultures of archaeoastronomy and the history of science.” In C Ruggles (ed), Proceedings IAU Symposium No. 278, 2011, pp.19-29. Available online: http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=8334282&fulltextType=RA&fileId=S1743921311012439

Sims, Lionel, “Which Way Forward for Archaeoastronomy? West Kennet Avenue as a Test Case” Journal of Cosmology 9, 2010, pp. 2160-2171. Available online: http://journalofcosmology.com/AncientAstronomy107.html

Ruggles, Clive L.N., “Whose Equinox?” Journal for the History of Astronomy xxviii, 1997, pp. S45-50. Available online: http://adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/1997JHAS...28...45R

Hayden, Brian and Suzanne Villeneuve, “Astronomy in the Upper Palaeolithic?,” Cambridge Archaeological Journal 21(3), 2011, pp.331-55. [PDF ON MOODLE, see week 7]
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