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Introduction
“Colors are forces, radiant energies that affect us positively or negatively, whether we are aware of it or not” –  Itten (1970, p12). 
Johannes Itten uses the same ideology of which I would base my exhibition upon. Within this text I will be covering 5 pieces of art that provide the audience with different emotions depending on the room, of which there will be five. I will also go into detail surrounding the venue of the exhibition and why I have chosen this location. 
 I have decided to use installation artists because I wanted the work to fill up the entire room so that the audience instantly feels a connection of some sort with the coloured art work. My exhibition will take place in the Georgia O’Keeffe museum because of its layout. Each room leads into another by a single door, which means only one installation will be viewed at a time. After doing my research it came to my attention that the artists and exhibitions I have chosen are quite modern and have been made in the last 20 years. Although the work is modern I believe it will appeal to every age group because of its main theme, colour.
Theorizing on colour and psychological functioning has been present since Goethe (1810). Goethe became one of the first people to systematically explore colour and colour theory, the study of how colors are perceived and how they interact with other colors. Gage argues that Goethe would rely “on the eye as sufficient tool for the study of colour and his directing his readers to many examples of colour-phenomena in the world around them, which they could experience for themselves,” (201:1993) This implies that it is for the human experience. It should be experienced as well as seen. This is what I aim to achieve with my exhibition, by including work from artists like William Forsythe with his installation, Scattered Crowed. The Room will be filled with white balloons and should give a sensory experience whilst walking through them. White is associated with light, innocence, purity and cleanliness. The viewer might feel one of these while they inhabit and alter the configuration that make up this constantly shifting, ecstatic world, that he has created. 
[image: ]William Forsythe, Scattered Crowd, 2002
The next room will be the Seizure exhibition by Roger Hiorns. It will be “lined with a thick layer of glistening, knife-sharp copper-sulphate crystals – creating an angular cave that was at once alluring, sensuous and needlingly dangerous.” Higgins, C (2013). The colour blue is associated with feelings of calmness or serenity it is often described as peaceful, tranquil, secure and orderly. Hiorns recalls with some amazement that “it became for people a spiritual space – a place that people used to stoke their inner lives”. (2013) Although many visitors will discover similar emotions whilst viewing the exhibition. The feelings evoked by certain colors are not necessarily universal. Cultural differences sometimes play a role in how people perceive colour. Individual experiences also have an important effect on the moods that colours can create. If you associate the colour blue with a vivacious and lively friend, then you might see it as a high energy colour that evokes a sense of excitement. In Western Cultures, blue is commonly associated with feeling melancholy—hence, having “the blues.” And while that’s true, it’s also considered to be a calming and soothing colour that symbolizes trust, security, and authority

[image: ]Roger Hiorns Seizure 2008
I believe semiotics is a big part of colour theory and the effect it has on us as humans. According to the Collins English dictionary ‘semiotics is the academic study of the relationship of language and other signs to their meanings’. For example, Red (signifier) is associated with Love (signified). The signifiers can have multiple signifieds. Another example would be the physical material of blood that denotes the sign “red” and “blood” while the signified refers to the conceptual meaning or meanings generated by a sign and its signifier. For example, blood as a signifier refers to the sign “red” and “blood”, which in turn could generate a host of signified including injury, murder or vilonce. 
Goldstein expanded on Goethe’s intuitions, positing that certain colors (e.g., red, yellow) produce systematic physiological reactions manifest in emotional experience (e.g., negative arousal), cognitive orientation (e.g., outward focus), and overt action (e.g., forceful behaviour). Goldstein, K (1942) This next installation will hopefully induce feelings of love, anger and danger. Like many of the installations I’ve chosen, it contains objects suspended from the ceiling, this one is called Dream by Cai Guo-Qiang. The harsh geometric shapes also contribute to the idea of anger or rage.

[image: ]Cai Guo-Qiang, Dream, 2005
Instantly when I think of the colour green I think of nature which is why I find Per Kristian Nygards work interesting. His concept is to bring the outside in and he explores the limitations and possibilities of space. “Green symbolizes growth, harmony, freshness, fertility and environment.” Bourn, J (2011) These meanings are shared around the world. It is clear that Per Kristian Nygard manages to manipulate the growth aspect and highlights the feeling of being outdoors. Depending on the visitors the colour green could symbolize a variety of things, In Muslim countries it is a holy colour and in Ireland it’s a lucky colour. I believe this will make my exhibition for interesting.
[image: ]Per Kristian Nygard, Not Red But Green, 2014
Lastly, I will include the yellow flower installation by Rebecca Louise Law, this will portray the yellow emotion extremely well I wanted to end the exhibition with a yellow themed room, because of its association with joy, intellect, energy and happiness. Yellow is the strongest colour, psychologically. The correct yellow will lift spirits and self-esteem; it is the colour of confidence and optimism. The idea of using real flowers also adds to the subject to growth which links back to optimism, hopefulness and confidence about the future or success of something, the artist portrays these qualities in her work.
[image: ]
Rebecca Louise Law, The Yellow Flower, 2014
Here is an example of my floor plan at the Georgia O’Keeffe museum in Santa Fe, New Mexico where I have clearly managed to include all colours through emotions in a structured layout. According to the official museum website, the Museum offers insight not only into the artist’s paintings, but also her creative process and the light and landscape that inspired her. I thought this was really interesting because when I was researching colour theory, philosophers like Itten and Goethe talk about how light effects colours. Which reminds me of the concept of this entire exhibition, how colour effects our emotions.
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