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A DBA research proposal on the topic of an exploration of Boko Haram’s conflict impact on women’s livelihoods, business resilience, and economic sustainability in Northeastern Nigeria: A systematic literature review.
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University of Wales Trinity Saint David

Abstract
Purpose - This study aims to systematically review and critically synthesise the literature regarding the impact of Boko Haram’s insurgency in Northeastern Nigeria on women’s livelihoods, financial independence, and the resilience and sustainability of their income-generating activities and microbusinesses.
Design/methodology/approach - A PRISMA‑guided systematic literature review of empirical and grey literature (2005–2026) across major academic databases and humanitarian reports, using thematic analysis within an integrated framework combining conflict/fragility, feminist security, and sustainable livelihoods perspectives. Studies were appraised for quality and gaps using established criteria.
Findings - The insurgency has resulted in significant asset and income losses, disruptions to markets and agriculture, restricted mobility, and increased protection risks for women, who are primarily engaged in informal micro-enterprises and caregiving roles. Women utilise a range of adaptive strategies, including income diversification, petty trade, participation in cooperatives, and reliance on NGO support, which yield varied resilience outcomes. Existing evidence remains largely descriptive, localised, and cross-sectional, with insufficient intersectional analysis, limited firm-level and longitudinal data, and a scarcity of rigorous impact evaluations.
Practical Implications - Policy frameworks should prioritise gender-responsive and protection-integrated economic interventions, such as targeted microfinance, cash-plus programs, market access initiatives, and cooperative support. Additionally, strengthening local institutions and allocating resources for longitudinal and impact-evaluation research are essential to facilitate sustainable recovery.
Originality/value - This review positions women as active economic agents in conflict-affected contexts, incorporates multidisciplinary theoretical frameworks, identifies key methodological and conceptual gaps, and proposes a focused research and policy agenda to facilitate the transition from short-term coping strategies to sustainable economic resilience.
Keywords: Boko Haram; Women’s Livelihoods; Microbusiness Resilience; Gendered Economics; Northeastern Nigeria; Conflict; Sustainable Livelihoods.
Paper type: Literature review

[bookmark: _Toc227788472]Introduction and Background of Research and Problem Statement
The term “Boko Haram” emerged through media and local community use. In Hausa, “Boko” denotes Western education, while “Haram,” a Hausa term derived from Arabic, signifies something forbidden or prohibited in Islam. Therefore, “Boko Haram” is commonly interpreted as the prohibition of Western education within an Islamic context. The group known as Boko Haram is officially referred to as “Jama’atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda’awati Wal-Jihad,” which translates from Arabic as “people of the way of Prophet Mohammed and community of Muslims in line with the earlier generation of Muslims” (Abdu and Shehu, 2019). Within this research study, the term “Boko Haram” will be used to refer to “Jama’atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda’awati Wal-Jihad.”
Boko Haram has emerged as one of the most destabilising forces in West Africa (Tafida et al., 2023), with North-Eastern Nigeria bearing the brunt of its violence since 2009. The insurgency has resulted in 7.9 million people requiring assistance and over 1.8 million displaced. The majority of internally displaced persons (IDPs) reside in Borno, Adamawa, and Yobe, with women comprising 54 per cent of this population. Severe overcrowding in camps and informal settlements exacerbates existing vulnerabilities, loss of life, and destruction of infrastructure, yet the long-term economic implications for households, particularly women’s livelihoods, remain insufficiently explored (Daouda, 2020; Unaegbu et al., 2020). Current estimates indicate over 38,000 deaths, 2.5 million internally displaced persons, 244,000 refugees, and nearly one million children forced out of school, contributing to the region’s disproportionate share of Nigeria’s out-of-school population (Abiodun et al., 2020; Shola, 2020; WHO, 2026).
The conflict is rooted in intersecting drivers of poverty, religious extremism, and political marginalisation, all of which have severely disrupted rural life (Abubakar and Amurtiya, 2023). Displacement has forced households to abandon farms, livestock, and financial assets, while those who remain face heightened isolation and declining economic activity. The destruction of infrastructure, persistent insecurity, and restricted mobility have weakened trade networks and sharply reduced commercial activity (Daouda, 2020; Abubakar and Amurtiya, 2023). The Joint Shadow Report to the CEDAW Committee (67th Session, 2017) indicates that the search for grazing land by herders has intensified violent farmer–herder conflicts across regions such as North‑East Nigeria, the Niger Delta, North Central, and the Southeast. In rural areas with significant populations of women farmers, concerns about cattle destroying crops have forced many women to abandon farming, thereby exacerbating poverty and resource scarcity. Limited security presence further exposes both women and men to attacks by herders and other armed groups. These insecurity dynamics have also resulted in the displacement of numerous communities affected by insurgency (Afolabi, 2022).  According to the Department of Political Science (2020), Boko Haram has forcibly recruited young boys and men or killed those who refused to pledge allegiance (Amnesty International, 2015). The group has systematically employed gender-based violence as a weapon of war against civilians (Agbiboa, 2013). A notable example is the abduction of 276 schoolgirls from Chibok in April 2014, which attracted international attention and initiated the #BringBackOurGirls campaign (Iman et al., 2020). Agricultural production, central to the region’s economy, has declined due to limited access to farmland, rising input costs, and unsafe transport routes (Kimenyi et al., 2014; Muhammad, 2015; Adebisi et al., 2016; Campbell and Harwood, 2018). Informal business networks and supply chains have also deteriorated, as insecurity restricts access to markets and raw materials (Meagher, 2011; The Federal Republic of Nigeria National Bureau of Statistics, 2014; UNICEF, 2015; UNDP, 2017).
Within this fragile economic landscape, women play a critical role in sustaining household livelihoods through micro‑enterprises such as petty trading, food processing, subsistence farming, and cross-border commerce (El‑Bushra and Sahl, 2005). Their concentration in informal sectors, combined with gendered labour norms and limited access to formal employment, heightens their exposure to conflict-related risks (Chant and Sweetman, 2012). However, emerging scholarship highlights women’s resilience, demonstrating how they adapt economic strategies in response to insecurity, displacement, and financial instability (Justino, 2012). Women frequently assume primary economic responsibility due to the death, disappearance, or displacement of male household members, yet continue to face barriers in accessing land, capital, and markets (Buvinić et al., 2014; UNFPA, 2025). Their micro‑enterprises remain central to household survival amid market collapse and institutional fragility (International Crisis Group, 2026).
Against this backdrop, this study undertakes a systematic literature review to critically synthesise existing research on the impact of Boko Haram’s conflict on women’s livelihoods, business resilience, and economic sustainability. It seeks to shift the narrative from viewing women solely as victims to recognising them as active economic agents who navigate, adapt, and sustain livelihoods under prolonged insecurity.
1 [bookmark: _Toc227788473]Research Gap 
The existing literature reveals a significant gap in comprehending the gendered and socioeconomic consequences of violence against women. While extensive research has been conducted into the form and incidence of violence, significantly less emphasis has been placed on how this type of violence disproportionately impacts women from various socioeconomic backgrounds. Women in marginalised or resource-poor situations face unique mental, physical, and long-term economic consequences, underscoring the importance of intersectional analysis. Addressing this omission is critical to designing customised policies and interventions that address the various circumstances of affected women. 
[bookmark: _Toc227788474]1.1 Research Aims and Objectives and Questions
[bookmark: _Toc227788475]1.1.1 The Aim
This study aims to systematically review and critically synthesise relevant literature on how Boko Haram’s conflict in northeastern Nigeria affects women’s livelihoods, financial independence, and the resilience and sustainability of their income-generating activities and micro businesses.
[bookmark: _Toc227788476]1.1.2 The Objectives
1. To critically assess and synthesise existing research on the economic effects of Boko Haram’s conflict on women’s livelihoods and their ability to earn income in conflict-affected communities, assessing the strength of current evidence, interrogating underlying assumptions, and identifying conceptual, methodological, and contextual gaps in the literature.
2. To critically evaluate and integrate existing research on the challenges women encounter in attaining economic resilience and sustainable livelihoods in insurgency-affected settings, this involves evaluating the quality and assumptions of current evidence and pinpointing gaps in the literature related to concepts, methods, and context.
3. To examine existing research on the resilience and adaptation strategies women employ to sustain their livelihoods and businesses during conflict-related market disruptions, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of current evidence and identifying gaps in concepts, methods, and context within the literature.
[bookmark: _Toc227788477]1.2 Scope of Study 
This systematic literature review examines how Boko Haram's insurgency impacts women's livelihoods, income-generating activities, and micro-business resilience throughout Northeastern Nigeria. The investigation focuses on women and female-headed households in conflict-affected areas, evaluating how violence, displacement, and insecurity alter their economic experiences and coping strategies with disrupted markets. The study covers peer-reviewed research, policy documents, and humanitarian reports published from 2009; however, it excludes non-related material on women's economic conditions. The study assesses the conceptual, methodological, and contextual assumptions in the existing evidence and highlights inadequacies, including the lack of gender-sensitive and intersectional approaches.
[bookmark: _Toc227788478]1.2.2 Challenges of the study 
This study faced constraints due to limited, difficult-to-verify data from insecure regions, ethical restrictions that precluded primary data collection, and reliance on English-language, accessible sources, which may have excluded local or unpublished evidence. The small and heterogeneous evidence base, often consisting of grey literature, reduced generalisability. Additionally, the scarcity of longitudinal, panel, and firm-level data weakened both causal inference and long-term analysis. Concurrent shocks, such as COVID-19, farmer–herder conflict, and economic crises, complicated efforts to isolate the effects of Boko Haram. Inconsistent resilience measures and limited intersectional disaggregation further restricted nuanced interpretation. The geographic concentration of available data also narrowed the applicability of findings. Addressing these limitations would require substantial resources and multi-year, mixed-methods research beyond the scope of this study.
[bookmark: _Toc227788479]1.2.3 Research Questions
In particular, this study aimed to examine four research questions.
1. In what ways has the Boko Haram insurgency impacted women’s livelihoods and their ability to earn income within communities affected by conflict? 
2. What significant obstacles do women encounter in achieving economic resilience and sustainability amid the insurgency?
3. What strategies of resilience and adaptation have women employed to maintain their livelihoods and business operations during market disruptions caused by conflict?
4. Where are the main gaps in existing knowledge, especially concerning gender-specific economic impacts and responses within the context affected by Boko Haram? 
[bookmark: _Toc227788480]2 Systematic Literature Review
[bookmark: _Toc227788481]2.1 Theoretical/Conceptual Framework of this Study
This analytical synthesis framework combines conflict theory, feminist security viewpoints, and sustainable livelihoods theory to critically assess how the Boko Haram insurgency reconfigures women's economic autonomy in vulnerable contexts, especially in North-East Nigeria.  The diagram below shows the conceptual Framework for the above theories: 
[image: The diagram illustrates a conceptual framework that connects state fragility, gendered insecurity, and sustainable rural livelihood theory, highlighting women's adaptation strategies for economic resilience and self-sufficiency.
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Figure 1: Conceptual Framework diagram: Source(s): Authors’ Work

[bookmark: _Toc227788482]2.1.2 Conceptual Framework 
Conflict Theory/ State Fragility (Collier 2019) 
In this context, conflict theory emphasises the disruptive effects of political violence, weak state capacity, and breakdowns in public order (state fragility) on social, economic, and institutional systems. Collier’s work connects armed conflict and fragility to market collapse, displacement, service losses, and constrained economic opportunities.
This theoretical framework situates women’s economic outcomes within the macro-level drivers of violence and institutional failure resulting from the Boko Haram insurgency.
Contribution to research aims and objectives:
Objective 1 (economic effects): Offers a macro-causal perspective to explain how insurgency-induced insecurity, market disruption, displacement, and the collapse of public services constrain women’s income-generating opportunities.
Objective 2 (barriers to resilience): Identifies structural barriers such as insecurity, destroyed infrastructure, limited rule of law, and restricted mobility that impede recovery and perpetuate poverty traps.
Objective 4 (gaps in knowledge): Highlights areas where existing literature may under-theorise state-level drivers or overemphasise micro-level coping strategies without adequately linking them to institutional fragility.
Feminist Security Perspectives/ Gendered Insecurity (Tickner 1992; Sjoberg 2013)
Feminist security approaches reconceptualise security by incorporating gendered experiences of violence, power relations, and the influence of gender norms on vulnerability and agency. Gendered insecurity emphasises that risks and impacts are experienced differently by women due to social roles, mobility restrictions, caregiving responsibilities, and limited access to resources.
This approach centres women’s specific experiences in conflict, examining how gender norms, protection concerns, and the gendered division of labour influence their livelihoods, decision-making, and exposure to economic harm.
Contribution to research aims and objectives:
Objective 1: Ensures that the synthesis addresses gender-differentiated outcomes, such as disparities in market access between women and men traders.
Objective 2: Identifies gender-specific obstacles, including caregiving responsibilities, limited access to credit, sexual violence, and restricted mobility, that hinder resilience and sustainability.
Objective 3 (resilience strategies): Facilitates interpretation of adaptation strategies through a gender lens, such as informal networks, home-based enterprises, and changes in household roles, and evaluates whether these responses are empowering or perpetuate gendered constraints.
Objective 4: Identifies gaps in existing research where intersectional, gender-sensitive analysis is lacking, particularly regarding age, marital status, and displacement status.
Sustainable Livelihoods Theory (Scones 1998)
Sustainable livelihoods theory conceptualises household wellbeing as contingent upon a portfolio of assets (human, social, natural, physical, financial), the vulnerability context, transforming structures and processes (such as institutions and policies), and livelihood strategies that shape outcomes, including income and resilience.
This theory provides a micro-to-macro framework for mapping women’s access to various forms of capital under insurgency, examining how shocks influence livelihood strategies, and identifying the determinants of sustainability and resilience in micro-businesses.
Contribution to research aims and objectives:
Objective 1: The theory offers categories, such as asset and vulnerability contexts, to systematically assess evidence on how insurgency reduces or reconfigures women’s assets and incomes.
Objective 2: It provides a framework for identifying depleted assets, relevant institutional constraints, and the reasons certain strategies do not achieve sustainability.
Objective 3: The theory structures the analysis of adaptation strategies, such as diversification, migration, informal credit, and reduced consumption, as well as the criteria for sustainability and resilience.
Objective 4: The framework highlights methodological gaps, such as the absence of longitudinal data on asset recovery and limited measurement of social capital, as well as conceptual gaps, including inadequate connections between gendered norms and asset access.
Integrated contribution: The combination of these elements enhances the comprehensiveness and analytical depth of the review.
Complementarity: Conflict theory elucidates macro-level drivers and structural context. Feminist security theory highlights gendered pathways and differential impacts. Sustainable livelihoods theory explains how shocks lead to changes in assets, strategies, and outcomes. Collectively, these frameworks facilitate multi-level analysis from the state  community household/individual levels.
Achieving the study aim: The integrated framework enables systematic synthesis that accounts for causal mechanisms, such as the ways insurgency disrupts markets and institutions, gender-differentiated processes, including how women are uniquely affected and respond, and practical metrics of resilience and sustainability, such as asset portfolios and livelihood strategies. This approach ensures that the review can critically assess evidence, interrogate assumptions, and identify conceptual, methodological, and contextual gaps.
Implications for the Systematic Review Process
Coding and synthesis should employ the three frameworks to construct extraction categories, including macro drivers and state responses; gender norms and protection issues; asset changes; adaptation types; and sustainability indicators.
Critical appraisal should evaluate whether studies address one or more analytical levels, including state, gendered household, and livelihood assets. Additionally, assess the strength of causal claims and the use of gender-sensitive and longitudinal methodologies.
Gap identification should explicitly record instances where the literature treats women as a homogeneous group, overlooks institutional drivers, or fails to include measures of sustainability or resilience. 
· Conflict theory elucidates the structural causes and constraints that arise from insurgency.
· Feminist security theory facilitates a gendered and intersectional analysis of impacts and responses.
· Sustainable livelihoods theory provides a framework for operationalising assets, strategies, and criteria related to resilience and sustainability.
Collectively, these theories offer a robust, multi-level analytical toolkit for systematically critiquing and synthesising evidence on how Boko Haram’s conflict reshapes women’s economic lives, the barriers to resilience, the adaptation strategies employed, and the major gaps in the literature.
[bookmark: _Toc227788483]2.1.3 Methodology
This doctoral systematic literature review in business administration is grounded in a pragmatic research paradigm and aims to identify effective practices in a business context. Pragmatism is an appropriate paradigm for this study, as it facilitates the integration of multiple data types, the interrogation of conceptual and methodological assumptions, and the contextualisation of women’s livelihood experiences in conflict‑affected settings. In contrast to positivism, which emphasises objective and generalisable causality, pragmatism enables a flexible, problem‑driven approach that is well-suited to synthesising complex, context‑dependent evidence on women’s economic resilience.  The review utilises the PRISMA framework, employing Boolean search strings (for example, Boko Haram AND women’s livelihoods; gender insecurity, Northeast Nigeria) across major academic databases, including EBSCO, ProQuest, JSTOR, Science Direct, Emerald, Sage, ResearchGate, Taylor and Francis, SSRN, Elsevier, and Google Scholar. The PRISMA framework ensures a transparent, rigorous, and reproducible process for identifying, screening, and synthesising studies, with explicit documentation of inclusion and exclusion criteria and a comprehensive audit trail. The search strategy focused on empirical evidence regarding the effects of Boko Haram on women’s livelihoods, business resilience, and economic sustainability. The findings were synthesised using thematic analysis to connect theoretical frameworks with practical implications and to identify recurring barriers and success factors. This approach enhances methodological rigour and aligns with the pragmatic paradigm by facilitating the integration of diverse evidence and the critical examination of conceptual, methodological, and contextual gaps. The Saunders Research Onion (Saunders et al., 2023) provides the foundational framework for this design, guiding the study from philosophical orientation to data collection within a coherent and justifiable methodological structure.[image: The image depicts a Venn diagram illustrating various research methodologies, including philosophies, methodologies, and research strategies, categorized into qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods.
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Figure 2: The research Onion: Source: © 2022 Mark NK Saunders; developed from Saunders et al. 2023

The study adopts an interpretivist philosophy, acknowledging that women’s economic experiences in conflict-affected Northeastern Nigeria are socially constructed and are best understood through meanings assigned by the community. A multi-method qualitative design (Saunders, Lewis, and Thornhill, 2023) facilitates a comprehensive, contextual examination of how Boko Haram’s insurgency influences women’s livelihoods, resilience, and adaptation strategies. Data drawn from academic and grey literature enable a systematic synthesis of diverse evidence regarding conflict-related economic disruption. Thematic analysis is employed to identify patterns across studies, and a longitudinal perspective is used to trace changes in women’s economic conditions and coping mechanisms since 2009. This methodological approach aligns with the research questions and supports a nuanced, critically informed understanding of the economic impacts of insurgency, the barriers to women’s resilience, and the strategies employed to sustain livelihoods under prolonged insecurity.
[bookmark: _Toc227788484]2.1.4 CIMO Framework 
The CIMO framework is utilised in this study as it offers a structured and analytical approach to examining how Boko Haram’s insurgency affects gender and women’s economic experiences in North-Eastern Nigeria. By defining the context as a focus on conflict-affected communities, the framework effectively situates the inquiry within the specific social and geographical environment under investigation. The intervention, characterised by the disruptions to economic systems, access to microfinance, livelihoods, and entrepreneurial opportunities caused by the conflict, clarifies the forces influencing women’s economic conditions. The mechanism emphasises the processes through which these disruptions lead to the loss of livelihoods, the weakening of social networks, increased financial burdens, and reliance on informal coping strategies. Finally, the outcome focuses on women’s economic resilience and the sustainability of their livelihoods, particularly the adaptation strategies they employ. This framework is thus appropriate as it facilitates a systematic, cause-and-effect understanding of how conflict dynamics create specific economic consequences for women, aligning seamlessly with the study’s objectives and research questions.
Table 2: CIMO Framework 
	C

Context
	Environment- Boko Haram, Northeastern Nigeria, Women and Female‑headed Households in this Region and Gendered Vulnerabilities

	I

Intervention
	Boko Haram Crisis on Conflict Dynamics and Disruptions, Restricted Mobility, Supply Chain, Collapse of Agricultural and Informal Economic System, Fragile Economic Systems, Microfinance, Livelihood, Entrepreneurship Initiatives

	M

Mechanism
	Loss of Women's Economic Livelihoods, Social Networks and Micro Business, Barriers to Credit, Market and Productive Resources, Increased Financial Burden on Women, Informal Coping Mechanism

	O

Outcome Approach
	Women's Economic Resilience, Financial Independence, Sustainability of Micro – Business, Livelihoods, Source of Livelihood Adaptation Strategies


 
Figure 3: The CIMO Framework: Source(s): Authors’ Work

[bookmark: _Toc227788485]2.2 Database 
Database List
	Search 1 
Database
	Results
	Search 2 
Database
	Results

	
	
	
	

	JSTOR
	4
	103
	+7

	EBSCO 
	24
	210
	+9

	ProQuest  
	5
	120
	+13

	Google Scholar
	21
	214
	+77

	Science Direct 
	8
	121
	-8

	Elsevier
	24
	20
	+4

	SSRN
	43
	53
	-10

	Taylor and Francis 
	3
	11
	-8

	Sage
	9
	4
	+5

	ResearchGate
	53
	52
	+1

	Total
	194
	908
	90


Figure 4:  Database list:  Source(s): Author's work

This study draws on a diverse array of sources, including academic databases, institutional repositories, and recognised international organisations. Notable resources include the University of Wales Trinity Saint David E-Library, Open Africa, Research Online, Emerald Publishing, Sage, ResearchGate, Taylor and Francis, Library of Science, ScienceDirect, SSRN (Elsevier), Google Scholar, and Monash University resources. Additionally, the research references reports and datasets from the World Health Organisation, the United Nations Development Programme, UNICEF, the National Bureau of Statistics of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Academia.edu, ProQuest, JSTOR, the European Journal of Education Studies, Nigeria Nutrition and Health platforms, and the World Bank Group, in addition to grey literature.
[bookmark: _Toc227788486]2.3 Keywords
Boko Haram’s Conflict; Women’s Livelihoods; Financial Self-Sufficiency; Income Generating; Micro Businesses; Conflict-Affected Communities, Gendered Economics, Northeastern Nigeria.
[bookmark: _Toc227788487]2.4 Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 
Table 1 outlines the inclusion and exclusion criteria, emphasising the restriction to empirical studies employed in this study. The focus on empirical research enhances the relevance of the findings to the study of the Boko Haram conflict. The reported results synthesise evidence from research that explores gender issues, women's livelihoods, business resilience, and economic sustainability in northeastern Nigeria.
Table 1: Inclusive and Exclusive Criteria
Inclusion and Exclusion Table

	Criteria
	Inclusion
	Exclusion
	

	
	
	
	

	Language 
	English 
Muslim
	Non-English
 Non-Muslim
	

	Document Type
	Peer – reviewed Journals, Government Reports, Government statistics, Grey Literature, Blogs, Newspapers, Editorials 
	Social media
	

	Study Design 
	Empirical (Qualitative/Quantitative) 
	Purely Theoretical 
	

	Sector
	Manufacturing/Industry 4.0
Healthcare/Education	
	
	

	Timeline of Study
	Articles Published From 2005 to 2026
	Articles Published Before 2004
	

	
	
	
	

	Keywords of Study
	Articles consisting of the keywords: Boko Haram’s Conflict; Women’s Livelihoods; Gendered Insecurity; Financial Self-Sufficiency; Income Generating; Micro Businesses; Conflict-Affected Communities; Northeastern Nigeria
	
	

	Country and Region 
of Study
	Northeastern Nigeria
	Population Outside of Northeastern Nigeria
	

	
	
	
	


Figure 5:  Inclusion and Exclusion Table: Source(s): Authors’ Work

[bookmark: _Toc227788488]2.5 Quality Appraisal 
Given the contextual constraints within the country and states under review, and the limited availability of high-quality sources, articles from outside ABS-ranked journals, including grey literature, were incorporated. The CASP programme was subsequently used to systematically evaluate the reliability, applicability, and quality of all included studies to assess their suitability for informing business solutions.
[bookmark: _Toc227788489]2.6 Prisma Mapping 
The initial data collection process identified 175 items. Two items were removed as duplicates, and 113 were excluded for being outside the study's scope. An additional 8 items were excluded during the timeframe screening. Due to the specific context of the country and its states under review, as well as the limitations of available information, articles that did not meet the ABS journal ranking quality criteria, including grey literature, were included. The CASP programme was then applied to systematically evaluate the reliability, applicability, and quality of the articles. Ultimately, 52 papers met all inclusion criteria and were selected for final evaluation.
[image: The diagram illustrates the process of identifying and filtering articles for inclusion in a research study, detailing the steps from database screening to quality check.
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Figure 6:  PRISMA Mapping: Source(s): Authors’ Work
[bookmark: _Toc227788490]3 Data Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc227788491]3.1 Context 

	S. N
	Citation
	Year 
	Country
	State 
(If specified)
	State Total
	People/
Population
	Population Total
	Industries/
Sector 
	Sector Total
	Themes/ Evidence

	1
	Collier
	2019
	Nigeria / fragile states
	General (macro-level)
	/
	State institutions / general population
	1
	N/A
	/
	State fragility; macro drivers of conflict; market collapse; institutional failure

	2
	Tickner
	1992
	Global
	N/A
	/
	Women/ security scholars
	3
	N/A
	/
	Feminist security perspective; gendered insecurity concept

	3
	Sjoberg
	2013
	Global
	N/A
	/
	Women/ security scholars
	3
	N/A
	/
	Feminist security perspective; gendered insecurity concept

	4
	Enloe
	2016
	Global
	N/A
	/
	Women/ security scholars
	3
	N/A
	/
	Gendered lenses on conflict and political economy

	5
	Scoones
	1998
	Global
	N/A
	/
	Households/ livelihoods practitioners
	1
	Agriculture; informal sectors
	4
	Sustainable livelihoods framework: assets, vulnerability, strategies, outcomes

	6
	Justino
	2012
	Nigeria (conflict-affected settings)
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Households; women
	6
	Informal sectors; agriculture
	4
	Insecurity increases transaction costs, limits mobility, disrupts supply chains, and impacts livelihoods

	7
	Ludolph; Šedová; Talevi
	2022
	Nigeria (conflict contexts)
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Communities
	5
	Supply chains; trade
	1
	Effects of insecurity on supply chains, markets, and economic activity

	8
	Vargas; Tasie; Reardon
	2024
	Nigeria (Northern regions)
	Northern Nigeria (predominantly)
	19
	Traders (predominantly male sample)
	1
	Trade (maize trading)
	2
	Trader attrition linked to insecurity; ACLED-based insecurity analysis

	9
	ACLED (dataset)
	2026
	Nigeria
	Borno; Adamawa; Yobe (and others)
	4
	General population
	2
	All sectors
	2
	Incident data: non-state violence, fatalities, abductions, attacks, looting, sexual violence

	10
	Aigbedion
	2019
	Nigeria (rural/insurgency-affected)
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Rural women
	4
	Agriculture; livestock; Agri value chains
	1
	Loss of income; loss of farmland; loss of livestock; disrupted inputs/outputs

	11
	Abdu and Shehu
	2019
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Communities; local actors
	5
	N/A
	/
	Definition/translation of "Boko Haram" (Jama’atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda’awati Wal-Jihad)

	12
	Tafida et al.
	2023
	West Africa / Nigeria
	North‑East Nigeria
	19
	General population
	2
	All sectors
	2
	Boko Haram as a major destabilising force; regional impact since 2009

	13
	Daouda
	2020
	Nigeria
	Borno; Adamawa; Yobe
	4
	Households; women
	6
	Agriculture; markets; shelter
	2
	Displacement; overcrowded camps; infrastructure destruction; economic implications for households (women)

	14
	Abiodun et al.
	2020
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Children; households
	4
	Education; agriculture
	1
	Deaths; displacement; out-of-school children; education disruption

	15
	Shola
	2020
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Children
	4
	Education
	1
	School closures; children out of school

	16
	WHO (report)
	2026
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Children
	4
	Health; education
	1
	Children forced out of school; health/education impacts

	17
	Abubakar and Amurtiya
	2023
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Households; women
	6
	Agriculture; markets
	2
	Poverty, religious extremism, and political marginalisation as conflict drivers; rural disruption

	18
	Afolabi
	2022
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Rural communities; women farmers
	4
	Agriculture; pastoralism
	2
	Farmer–herder conflicts; cattle destroying crops; displacement of women farmers

	19
	Joint Shadow Report to CEDAW
	2017
	Nigeria
	North‑East; Niger Delta; North Central; Southeast
	1
	Rural women, farmers
	3
	Agriculture; grazing; pastoralism
	2
	Grazing pressures: farmer–herder conflict affecting women farmers

	20
	Department of Political Science (report)
	2020
	Nigeria
	Northeast
	4
	Young men; boys
	1
	N/A
	0
	Forced recruitment, killings, and Boko Haram conscription practices

	21
	Amnesty International
	2015
	Nigeria
	Northeast (noted incidents)
	1
	Civilians (women, girls, boys)
	1
	N/A
	0
	Human rights abuses; forced recruitment; Chibok abduction reference

	22
	Agbiboa
	2013
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Civilians; women
	1
	N/A
	0
	Use of gender-based violence as a weapon of war

	23
	Kimenyi et al.
	2014
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Farmers; households
	2
	Agriculture
	4
	Decline in agricultural production; limited farmland access; rising input costs; unsafe transport routes

	24
	Muhammad
	2015
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Farmers
	2
	Agriculture
	4
	Agricultural decline; transport insecurity

	25
	Adebisi et al.
	2016
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Households
	1
	Agriculture
	4
	Agricultural impacts: livelihood disruption

	26
	Campbell and Harwood
	2018
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Households; traders
	2
	Agriculture; trade
	4
	Economic decline; market access issues

	27
	Meagher
	2011
	Nigeria
	Northeast / national
	19
	Informal business actors
	1
	Informal networks; supply chains
	1
	Deterioration of informal networks and supply chains due to insecurity

	28
	Federal Republic of Nigeria National Bureau of Statistics
	2014
	Nigeria
	National / Northeast indicators
	1
	Households; businesses
	2
	Multiple sectors
	1
	Statistical evidence on economic activity: informal sector contribution

	29
	UNICEF
	2015
	Nigeria
	Northeast
	4
	Children; households
	1
	Education; protection
	1
	School closures: protection concerns for children

	30
	UNDP
	2017
	Nigeria
	Northeast
	4
	Communities
	5
	Development; livelihoods
	1
	Development impacts, governance, and livelihoods support

	31
	El Bushra and Sahl
	2005
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Women (microenterprise actors)
	1
	Petty trading; food processing; subsistence farming; cross-border trade
	1
	Women's role in informal microenterprises: gendered labour norms

	32
	El‑Bushra
	2025
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Women; households
	6
	Informal economy
	1
	Gendered vulnerabilities: caregiving, restricted mobility, asset loss

	33
	Buvinić / Buvinic et al.
	2014
	Nigeria / global references
	Northeast (contextual)
	3
	Women (household heads)
	6
	Microenterprise; informal sector
	4
	Women's microenterprises are central to household survival; barriers to land, capital, and markets

	34
	Justino et al.
	2012
	Nigeria (conflict settings)
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Households; women
	6
	Informal sectors; agriculture
	4
	Gendered economic effects of conflict: coping and resilience constraints

	35
	Okoli and Azom
	2019
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Women; girls
	3
	General livelihoods
	1
	Gendered vulnerability; diminished resilience in conflict

	36
	Iman et al.
	2020
	Nigeria Northeastern
	Borno; wider Northeast
	1
	Women; girls
	3
	Agriculture; informal trade
	4
	Abduction; sexual exploitation; changing household dynamics; women's agency

	37
	Njoku
	2025
	Nigeria
	Borno (cases reported)
	1
	Boys, men, women (survivors)
	1
	N/A
	0
	Abduction; detention; recruitment; sexual exploitation during captivity

	38
	Omar et al.
	2025
	Nigeria
	Borno; Adamawa; Yobe
	4
	Women (rural; IDPs)
	5
	Agriculture; livestock; microenterprises
	4
	High proportions losing income, farmland, livestock; risky coping strategies; limited vocational/credit access

	39
	Unaegbu et al.
	2020
	Nigeria
	Borno; Adamawa; Yobe
	4
	IDPs; returnees; host communities (women majority)
	5
	All sectors (humanitarian focus)
	2
	Demographics of humanitarian need: women majority among those requiring assistance and IDPs

	40
	Moses et al.
	2024
	Nigeria
	Northeast (survey locations regional)
	1
	Rural women farmers
	4
	Agriculture
	4
	Crop productivity losses linked to insecurity (kidnapping, farmer–herder conflict, Boko Haram attacks)

	41
	Conciliation Resources
	n.d.
	Nigeria
	Northeast
	4
	Communities
	5
	Community security; peacebuilding
	1
	Gendered exclusion from peacebuilding: Differing male/female experiences of violence

	42
	Folke
	2006
	Global
	N/A
	0
	Communities
	5
	Multiple sectors
	1
	Resilience theory: adaptive strategies; social-ecological resilience concepts

	43
	Lindley
	2013
	Conflict/Displacement Contexts
	N/A
	/
	Displaced women
	5
	Informal economy; remittances
	2
	Migration, networks, and resilience strategies among displaced populations

	44
	Betancourt et al.
	2015
	Conflict-affected populations
	N/A
	/
	Women; youth
	2
	Health; psychosocial; livelihoods
	2
	Interventions supporting resilience: psychosocial support linked to economic recovery

	45
	NED (National Endowment for Democracy)
	2020
	Nigeria
	Northeast
	4
	Displaced women
	5
	Informal trade; community initiatives
	2
	Women as sole providers; safe spaces; Peace Kitchen; radio dialogues

	46
	Okoi
	2017
	Nigeria
	Northeast (contextual)
	3
	Women (youth)
	2
	Skills training; microenterprise
	4
	Skills acquisition linked to poverty reduction and microenterprise development

	47
	Women for Women International
	2018
	Nigeria
	Northeast (program focus)
	1
	Conflict-affected women
	1
	Vocational trades; small businesses
	4
	Year-long program: vocational/business skills; cash assistance; networks; improved decision-making

	48
	Mohd‑Nor et al.
	2022
	Nigeria
	Northeast (context)
	3
	Displaced women
	5
	Microenterprise
	4
	Limited assistance for economic activities; reliance on resilience/prior experience

	49
	UNFPA
	2025
	Nigeria
	Northeast (general)
	19
	Women; girls
	3
	Protection: reproductive health
	2
	Gendered protection risks; displacement impacts on women

	50
	AFRYDEV (Staff Reports)
	2024
	Nigeria
	Yobe State
	1
	Women and girls (formerly abducted)
	1
	Reintegration; skills; leadership programs
	1
	Gender-sensitive programs; reintegration of abducted women; skills and leadership training

	51
	Vargas; Tasie; Reardon
	2024
	Nigeria
	Northern Nigeria (predominantly)
	1
	Traders
	1
	Trade (maize)
	2
	Trader attrition due to insecurity; ACLED analysis



Figure 7:  Data Analysis: Source(s): Authors’ Work

The data analysis consolidates all in-text citations used in the thematic analysis of the systematic review examining the effects of Boko Haram’s insurgency on women’s livelihoods in northeastern Nigeria. It documents each source’s year, country and state coverage, target population, sectors examined (such as agriculture, petty trade, microenterprises, education, and health), and the principal themes or evidence reported (including displacement, asset loss, market disruption, gendered violence, and adaptation strategies). This process provides an evidence map for PRISMA reporting and thematic synthesis, facilitating rapid identification of geographic coverage, affected groups, and sectoral impacts. Additionally, it supports extraction, coding, gap analysis, and cross-study comparison across the four research questions: livelihood impacts, barriers to resilience, adaptation strategies, and remaining knowledge gaps.
[bookmark: _Toc227788492]3.2 Methodological Choice 
The following table presents the methodological framework for the systematic literature review examining Boko Haram’s impact on women’s livelihoods. It provides an overview of the research design, evidence base, search and selection procedures, synthesis, appraisal, and data-extraction processes, as well as the methods and data types employed to organise and assess the literature. 
[bookmark: _Toc227788493]3.4 Methodological Choice for Review Table

	Methodological Component
	Description
	Examples/ Notes

	



Study Design
	
Systematic literature review with thematic (narrative) synthesis guided by an integrated conceptual framework (conflict theory, feminist security perspectives, Sustainable Rural Livelihoods)
	


Theory-driven organisation of findings across four analytical levels

	


Evidence Base
	

Mixed-methods secondary literature
	
Quantitative Surveys, SEM, panel/attrition analysis; qualitative case studies; program evaluations; policy reports; datasets (ACLED, WHO, NBS)

	

Search and selection
	
PRISMA- style identification, screening, and inclusion
	
Evidence mapping by country/state, population, and sector; record counts populated during review

	

Synthesis Approach
	
Thematic coding and narrative synthesis organised by framework levels
	
Macro conflict context; gendered mechanisms; livelihood disruption; adaptation/resilience

	

Critical Appraisal
	
Assessment of methodological quality and assumptions
	
Evaluate causal claims, gender sensitivity, and conceptual/contextual/longitudinal gaps

	
Data Extraction
	
Standardised coding of characteristic
	
Year, location, population, sector, methods, key findings for cross-study comparison

	

Use of Quantitative Evidence
	

Inclusion and synthesis of qualitative results
	
Survey Statistics, longitudinal/panel analysis, modelling (SEM), productivity/attrition metrics

	
Use of Qualitative Evidence
	
Integration of qualitative insights to explain mechanisms
	
Interviews, ethnographies, program reports, case narratives on agency and adaptation

	
Overall Approach
	
Mixed-evidence, theory-driven systematic review
	
Thematic synthesis + critical appraisal to answer the research questions



Figure 8: Methodological Choice: Source(s): Authors’ Work

This study utilises a systematic literature review with thematic (narrative) synthesis, guided by an integrated framework that combines conflict theory, feminist security perspectives, and the Sustainable Rural Livelihoods framework. The evidence base comprises quantitative surveys and modelling approaches, including panel and attrition analyses and structural equation modelling (SEM), as well as qualitative case studies, programme evaluations, policy reports, and datasets such as ACLED, WHO, and NBS. Studies were identified using a PRISMA-style search and screening process, followed by extraction and coding according to location, population, sector, methods, and findings. Thematic synthesis was conducted at four levels: macro conflict context, gendered impact mechanisms, livelihood disruption, and adaptation and resilience. The review critically appraises methodological quality, causal claims, and gender sensitivity, and highlights gaps in longitudinal, intersectional, and institution-focused research relevant to the study’s research questions.
[bookmark: _Toc227788494]4 Thematic Analysis
This research employs an integrated conceptual framework that combines conflict theory, feminist security perspectives, and the Sustainable Rural Livelihoods Framework to examine the impact of Boko Haram’s insurgency on women’s economic autonomy in Northeastern Nigeria. By drawing on Collier’s (2019) fragility theory, the work of feminist scholars such as Tickner (1992), Sjoberg (2013), and Enloe (2016), as well as Scoones’ (1998) livelihoods model, the framework elucidates how structural fragility, gendered insecurity, and disrupted livelihood systems collectively influence women’s financial self-sufficiency and their capacity to maintain income-generating activities.
4.1 Level 1: Conflict and Structural Context 
At the macro level, the prolonged insurgency by Boko Haram exemplifies broader state fragility, aligning with Collier’s (2019) framework. Weak institutions, governance failures, and persistent insecurity have contributed to displacement, market collapse, and agricultural decline. Existing conflict research demonstrates that insecurity increases transaction costs, restricts mobility, disrupts supply chains, and limits access to credit and infrastructure (Justino, 2012; Ludolph, Šedová, and Talevi, 2022; Collier, 2019). These dynamics shape gender‑specific livelihood outcomes and directly inform Objective 1. The economic impacts of the conflict are distinctly gendered. Vargas, Tasie, and Reardon (2024) link 2021 maize trader data to a 2017 survey of 1,195 traders (1,111 re‑surveyed; 84 exited) and report approximately 10% attrition attributable to insecurity involving Boko Haram, robbers, and bandits, particularly during the COVID‑19 pandemic. Insecurity was further quantified using ACLED (2026), which documents non‑state violence, fatalities, abductions, attacks, explosions, sexual violence, looting, and property destruction. Similarly, Aigbedion (2019) reports that the insurgency has weakened agricultural value chains. More than 70% of women lost their primary source of income, 62.2% lost access to farmland, and nearly half lost their livestock.
4.2 Level 2: Gendered Impact Mechanisms
Feminist security theory demonstrates that conflict exacerbates gendered vulnerabilities. Women experience increased aggression, greater caregiving responsibilities, restricted mobility, and loss of productive assets. Conflict further alters intra-household power relations by increasing women’s economic responsibilities while simultaneously restricting their access to capital, land, and markets (El‑Bushra, 2025; Justino et al., 2012). These dynamics illustrate the influence of gendered power relations on economic outcomes. Violent conflict produces distinct effects for men and women. Women typically face heightened vulnerability, diminished resilience, and increased exposure to social and gender-based violations (Okoli and Azom, 2019). The insurgency has resulted in severe consequences for women and girls, including the abduction of over 2,000 individuals, many of whom have been subjected to domestic labour, coerced marriage, sexual exploitation, or forced intelligence work. While men are statistically more likely to be killed, women and girls are also specifically targeted, suspected of collaborating with security forces, or coerced into combat roles. These roles include being used as “suicide” bombers, often involving minors or women acting under duress (Iman et al., 2020). Njoku (2025) documents that male survivors reported abduction and detention periods ranging from four months to three years. Some boys were recruited under the pretence of Qur’anic education, trained in weaponry, and coerced into sexually exploitative practices. Contrary to stereotypes depicting northern Nigerian women as passive, the insurgency has revealed considerable agency among women. Women have hidden men and boys to facilitate their escape, negotiated for the release of abductees, sometimes offering themselves in exchange for their children and led informal peacebuilding initiatives. Notable figures such as Aisha Wakil and Hamsatu Al Amin have advocated for dialogue, while women in Borno have organised protests, including the Bring Back Our Girls movement (Iman et al., 2020). These gendered impacts originate from deeply entrenched discriminatory norms and systemic inequality. Northeast Nigeria remains highly patriarchal, with cultural and religious norms confining women to domestic roles despite their significant contributions to agriculture (Iman et al., 2020). Muslim women frequently lack rights to land and housing, and twelve northern states legally recognise polygamy (International Crisis Group, 2016). Women’s access to education, employment, land, and property is restricted, political representation is minimal, and factors such as poverty, illiteracy, low school attendance, and child marriage reinforce conservative gender norms. The insurgency intensifies these constraints, further limiting women’s participation in prevention, protection, mediation, and reconstruction efforts (Iman et al., 2020). Gendered experiences for men differ in that young men are disproportionately targeted for conscription, killing, and detention by both Boko Haram and security forces. However, they often possess greater means to escape these threats (Conciliation Resources, n.d.).
4.3 Level 3: Livelihood Disruption
Scoones’ (1998) framework demonstrates that conflict depletes financial, social, human, and physical capital, rendering informal women’s microenterprises highly susceptible to insecurity, supply chain disruption, and capital loss (Justino, 2012), which directly impacts Objectives 1 and 2. Empirical data support this: over 70% of women lost their primary source of income, 62.2% lost farmland, and 49.8% lost livestock (Omar et al., 2025). In Borno, Adamawa, and Yobe, the insurgency has resulted in severe humanitarian and protection crises, displacing millions of individuals. Women and girls are disproportionately impacted, constituting 59% of those requiring assistance and 55% of internally displaced persons, as well as the majority of returnees and populations in inaccessible areas (Unaegbu et al., 2020). Restricted access to training, credit, land, and institutional support compels many women to adopt high-risk coping strategies, such as exploitative petty trade and transactional survival (Omar et al., 2025).  Moses et al (2024) demonstrate that insecurity significantly reduces women’s agricultural productivity. Structural equation modelling results indicate that a 1% increase in kidnapping, farmer–herder conflict, or Boko Haram attacks reduces output by 89%, 76%, and 64%, respectively. As a result, women constitute the majority of vulnerable internally displaced persons and frequently bear sole responsibility for household survival. Ongoing power imbalances in northeastern Nigeria perpetuate the exclusion of women from political, social, and economic spheres, increasing their vulnerability to Boko Haram recruitment and restricting their participation in community security and peacebuilding (Conciliation Resources, n.d.).
4.5 Level 4: Women’s Adaptation Strategies, Economic Resilience and Financial Self-Sufficiency
Despite significant constraints, women employ adaptive strategies such as income diversification, social networks, informal trade, and participation in cooperative or NGO-supported activities to enhance economic resilience and self-reliance (Folke, 2006; Lindley, 2013; Betancourt et al., 2015). According to NED (2020), women experience increased displacement risks, frequently become sole providers, and remain susceptible to Boko Haram recruitment due to persistent male-dominated structures. Initiatives such as safe spaces, the Peace Kitchen, and Ra’ayin Mata radio dialogues broaden women’s networks, amplify their voices, and increase their influence (NED, 2020). Skill acquisition is critical for poverty reduction and the development of women’s microenterprises (Okoi, 2017). However, persistent violence exacerbates sexual exploitation and domestic abuse. Furthermore, the increasing economic visibility of women has led to intensified violence against them, as it is perceived as a threat to established male authority (Iman et al., 2020). Women for Women International (2018) demonstrates that programs integrating vocational and business skills, cash assistance, decision-making support, and gender-norm transformation enable displaced women to become resilient economic actors. Nevertheless, support remains inconsistent. Mohd-Nor et al. (2022) report that displaced women often receive limited economic assistance and must rely primarily on necessity, resilience, and previous business experience. AFRYDEV implements gender-sensitive initiatives that address gender-based violence and promote women’s economic and social participation. These programs have supported over 50,000 women and youths and facilitated the reintegration of more than 1,000 formerly abducted women and girls in Yobe State, thereby contributing to social healing (Staff Reports, 2024).
[bookmark: _Toc227788495]5 Discussion
Across the reviewed studies, Boko Haram’s insurgency has significantly undermined women’s livelihoods through asset loss, market collapse, restricted mobility, and increased protection risks. There is consistent evidence of income decline and disruptions to agriculture and trade. Women predominantly depend on informal microenterprises and coping strategies, such as diversification, petty trade, NGO support, and cooperatives, demonstrating agency in the face of structural constraints. Differences in emphasis across studies reflect methodological variation. Quantitative and econometric research identifies sharp declines in productivity and income associated with supply chain disruptions and increased transaction costs. In contrast, qualitative studies emphasise gendered experiences, concerns about protection, and grassroots resilience. Some research highlights women’s leadership and informal peacebuilding, while others focus on chronic deprivation, illustrating the heterogeneity of contexts, populations, and methods. The existing literature is predominantly cross-sectional, descriptive, and localised, with limited longitudinal, firm-level, or causal evidence. This results in uneven confidence regarding prospects for long-term recovery. While many studies reference livelihoods, feminist security, and conflict or fragility frameworks, their operationalisation is inconsistent. Intersectional analysis is infrequent, leading to divergent conclusions about the influence of age, class, and displacement status. Overall, the findings indicate widespread losses of income, farmland, and livestock, increased risks of gender-based violence and abduction, and deepening economic precarity for women in Northeastern Nigeria. Nevertheless, women continue to act as economic agents, sustaining households through microenterprises and social networks. Scholars consistently advocate for gender-responsive, resilience-focused interventions such as targeted microfinance, cash-plus initiatives, cooperative models, and improved market access. They also emphasise the need for intersectional, longitudinal research and rigorous impact evaluations to facilitate a transition from short-term coping to sustainable recovery.
[bookmark: _Toc227788496]5.1. Expected Contributions and Policy Development
[bookmark: _Toc227788497]5.1.1 Academic Contribution
This study synthesises literature on conflict and fragility, feminist security, and sustainable livelihoods into an integrated framework that demonstrates how structural fragility, gendered insecurity, and asset loss influence women’s economic autonomy in Northeast Nigeria. Rather than portraying women as passive victims, the analysis positions them as active economic agents, emphasising microbusiness resilience, informal strategies, and local leadership. The review identifies significant methodological gaps, including limited intersectional, longitudinal, and firm-level evidence, and proposes a research agenda focused on mixed methods, panel data, and rigorous impact evaluations. It further reveals conceptual weaknesses, such as inconsistent application of theoretical frameworks and inadequate operationalisation of intersectionality and introduces clearer constructs for analysing the gendered economic impacts of insurgency. By connecting academic insights to practical interventions, including gender-responsive finance, market access, and protection-integrated programming, this study advances both theoretical understanding and policy development regarding the gendered economic consequences of Boko Haram.
[bookmark: _Toc227788498]5.1.2 Policy Development
The study recommends gender-responsive, resilience-focused economic interventions, such as tailored microfinance, cash-plus support, and grants that address women’s specific needs. It highlights the importance of integrating protection with livelihoods by linking gender-based violence prevention, safe mobility, and legal or psychosocial services to economic programs. Key actions include restoring markets and supply chains, enhancing safe transportation, expanding women’s cooperatives and savings groups, and providing context-appropriate skills, mentorship, and value-chain support. Strengthening women’s land and property rights, investing in intersectional and longitudinal research, improving local institutional coordination, and advancing cash-plus social protection are also identified as essential measures. The study concludes that development actors should prioritise gender-responsive finance, cooperative models, and reliable market access, recognising women-owned microbusinesses as central to sustainable post-conflict recovery.
[bookmark: _Toc227788499]5.2 Future Research Gap
Future research should prioritise intersectional and longitudinal studies that disaggregate impacts by class, age, disability, religion, ethnicity, marital status, and displacement status, while tracking household and microbusiness recovery over time. Researchers should collect firm- and market-level data to analyse operational decisions, supply-chain adaptations, pricing, and demand shocks under conditions of insecurity. The use of rigorous causal methods, such as instrumental variables, difference-in-differences, synthetic controls, and randomised or quasi-experimental impact evaluations, is recommended for microfinance, cash-plus, skills training, cooperatives, and protection-integrated interventions. Additionally, it is important to develop validated indicators for business resilience and informal livelihoods in conflict settings. Expanding geographic coverage across Northeastern states will improve representativeness. Further investigation is needed into protection–livelihoods linkages, social norms, intra-household dynamics (including male backlash), and policy implementation factors such as scalability, cost-effectiveness, and governance. Finally, adopting ethical, participatory, and survivor-centred research methods will help ensure safety, informed consent, and local ownership.
[bookmark: _Toc227788500]5.3 Limitations of the Study 
Several limitations affect this study. The scope is confined to English-language literature on Northeastern Nigeria published between 2005 and 2026, potentially excluding relevant historical, comparative, local, or non-English evidence. The final sample is both small and methodologically diverse, which restricts generalisability and complicates synthesis or causal inference. Most available studies are cross-sectional and lack longitudinal, firm-level, or market-level data, thereby weakening assessments of long-term recovery and managerial implications. Rigorous impact evaluations are limited, and many sources do not disaggregate findings by age, class, disability, religion, ethnicity, or displacement status, which constrains intersectional analysis. Heavy reliance on grey literature and conflict-zone reporting raises concerns regarding data quality and completeness. As the review is based entirely on secondary sources, it cannot capture rapidly evolving economic dynamics or resilience processes that are not yet documented in published research.
[bookmark: _Toc227788501]6 Conclusion 
This review demonstrates that Boko Haram’s insurgency has significantly disrupted women’s livelihoods in Northeastern Nigeria, resulting in asset losses, market collapse, heightened protection risks, and increased reliance on informal and precarious income strategies. It also underscores women’s agency through a range of adaptive and collective resilience practices. While existing studies, which draw on livelihoods, feminist security, and conflict or fragility frameworks, provide valuable insights, they are predominantly descriptive, localised, and cross-sectional, with limited intersectional, firm-level, or longitudinal evidence and few rigorous impact evaluations. The findings indicate a need for gender-responsive, protection-integrated economic programs, enhanced market access, and sustained, flexible financing. From an academic perspective, this review positions women as active economic agents and advocates for mixed-methods, intersectional, longitudinal, and causal research to inform scalable interventions. Addressing these evidence and policy gaps is crucial for transitioning from short-term coping mechanisms to sustainable economic recovery and inclusive post-conflict development for women in the region.
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Driscoll’s 2007 Reflective Model is illustrated below:[image: A diagram of a pie chart
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Figure 1: This image depicts Driscoll’s 2007 Model of Reflection (Author, 2026). 

Driscoll’s (2007) Model of Reflection provides a structured approach for critically analysing experiences, integrating theoretical concepts with practical application, assessing decision-making processes, and enhancing professional judgement through the What? So what? Now what? cycle. By applying Driscoll’s (2007) model, I can produce a structured, critically engaged reflection report. This approach supports the analysis of professional experiences, the connection of practice to theory, the evaluation of decision quality, and the identification of actionable improvements. I will follow this framework in producing this reflective report.
[bookmark: _Toc227788505]13th January 2026
I reflected on the pilot study task that required us to select a topic and an article for my assessment.
What? My initial challenge was choosing a subject of genuine interest. Dr Maycock facilitated a class discussion that clarified my passion for social activism, helping me select a meaningful topic. She also taught me how to identify effective keywords for finding suitable journals.
So What?  Analysing an article under time constraints was challenging, but Dr Maycock helped me focus on key elements like purpose, context, methods, findings, and personal perspective. I also learned the importance of nuanced academic language for sensitive topics.
Now What? After completing the analysis, I created a PowerPoint presentation to summarise my insights. This process enhanced my confidence in selecting topics, conducting academic research, and engaging in structured critical reading. 
[bookmark: _Toc227788506]20th January 2026
I engaged in a critical reflection on my recent presentation experience.
What? I originally had too many slides but condensed them to meet the 10-minute limit. After my presentation, I received detailed questions about the journal's methodology, including interview structure, focus groups, gender dynamics, and how stigma gaps were addressed. While I answered some questions, I had difficulty recalling all the details.
So What? This experience underscored a significant concern: I am likely to encounter similar in-depth questioning during my thesis defence. Due to my experience with Fibro fog, recalling detailed information under pressure presents a considerable challenge.
Now What? Following Dr Maycock's advice, I will create a reference sheet with anticipated questions and key points to use during discussions with supervisory approval. This strategy has reduced my anxiety and will help improve my future presentations and viva preparation.
[bookmark: _Toc227788507]27th January 2026
I engaged in a reflective process to develop my research idea.
What?  After submitting my revised notes to Dr Maycock, she suggested refining my provisional title, expanding the background section, narrowing the focus to Northeastern Nigeria (specifically Adamawa State), and revising my research questions. I had difficulty downloading some relevant articles.
So What?  Dr Mayock demonstrated how to use the “all versions” feature in Google Scholar, which helped me resolve these access issues and enhance my research process. She also emphasised the importance of adhering to the university’s ethics code, which led to a class discussion centred on an ethical dilemma involving confidentiality, morality, and professional responsibility.
Now What? This experience clarified the foundational role of ethical reasoning in DBA research. I intend to apply these strategies, including title refinement, a focused research scope, enhanced search techniques, and heightened ethical awareness, as I continue to develop my proposal.
[bookmark: _Toc227788508]3rd February 2026
I engaged in this week’s task of identifying a suitable systematic literature review (SLR) journal and conducting a preliminary SLR.
What? I felt overwhelmed initially, but Dr Maycock helped by introducing the CIMO, PICO, and PRISMA frameworks. She applied CIMO to my topic on women's economic resilience in Northeast Nigeria and guided me in selecting strong literature review sources.
So What? Utilising the CIMO and PRISMA frameworks helped me finish the SLR and present it in class. Feedback noted strengths and areas for improvement, particularly regarding the lack of managerial implications in my chosen journal and the difficulty in identifying a literature gap, crucial for DBA research.
Now What? Moving forward, I aim to enhance my ability to identify research gaps and select higher-quality journals as I develop my research proposal.
[bookmark: _Toc227788509]10th February 2026
I engaged in a reflective analysis of my academic progress.
What? During the session, I developed a conceptual framework and diagram to strengthen my study on terrorism’s push–pull factors. I reviewed and selected relevant theoretical perspectives, with guidance from Dr Maycock on how to link these theories to my topic. I also refined the proposal headings in preparation for the February 20 submission.
So What?  This process clarified the significance of theoretical alignment, coherence, and conceptual structure in developing a robust DBA proposal.
Now What? Moving forward, I will continue refining the framework to ensure explicit connections between theoretical foundations, research direction, and scholarly justification as I finalise the proposal.
[bookmark: _Toc227788510]17th February 2026
I focused on strengthening my methodology and refining my overall research proposal.
What? Dr Maycock provided guidance on applying the CIMO and PRISMA frameworks and demonstrated how to construct effective Boolean search strings.
So What? This instruction clarified how these tools enhance methodological clarity, rigour, and coherence, enabling me to structure my proposal more effectively.
Now What? I will continue to apply the PRISMA frameworks and Boolean logic to further refine my methodology and ensure that each step of my research design is clearly justified.
[bookmark: _Toc227788511]24th February 2026
I considered the feedback received following my proposal presentation.
What? Dr Maycock pointed out inconsistencies in my proposed date range, indicating that my study should start in 2009 rather than the 5-year range I proposed. She also noted that one of the referenced journals was not relevant to my review. I explained the difficulty of finding ABS-ranked journals that focus on the impact of Boko Haram's conflict on women's livelihoods and economic sustainability in Northeastern Nigeria.
So What? This feedback underscored the importance of maintaining accuracy in defining the study’s scope, ensuring geographical relevance, and providing justification when source material is limited.
Now What? I revised the date range, excluded irrelevant journals, and highlighted the challenges of sourcing ABS-ranked material. I will continue using this guidance and the CASP tool to strengthen my proposal.
[bookmark: _Toc227788512]3rd March 2026
I considered the significance of thematic analysis within the context of my review.
What?  Thematic analysis organises diverse findings into coherent patterns, revealing key themes and relationships across studies. It synthesises evidence with theoretical frameworks, such as Conflict, Gendered Impact Mechanisms, Livelihood Disruption, Economic Resilience, and Financial Self-Sufficiency, guiding my research questions and recommendations.
So What? I found this process challenging, particularly in ensuring comprehensive coverage of the significant issues women are experiencing due to the Boko haram conflict while balancing the breadth and depth of my research and avoiding overlapping themes.
Now What? I will continue refining my thematic coding to maintain clarity and further strengthen the analytical foundation of my review.
[bookmark: _Toc227788513]17th March 2026
I engaged in critical reflection on this week’s activities and learning outcomes.
What? I continued developing my assignment, informed by Dr Maycock's example of a systematic literature review. She clarified how to formulate expected contributions and develop policy, focusing on actionable intelligence, strategic recommendations, risk management, and unintended consequences for women's livelihoods during the ongoing conflict in Nigeria.
So What? This guidance clarified the need to ground expected contributions and policy development in evidence and demonstrated how these contributions enhance the practical value of my research, particularly for women navigating conflict-affected economic environments.
Now What? Moving forward, I will integrate these insights into my proposal to ensure that the expected contributions and policy development are clearly articulated, methodologically robust, and positioned to positively influence women’s livelihood outcomes.
[bookmark: _Toc227788514]24th March 2026
I considered the process of identifying future research gaps relevant to my study.
What? I recognised that selecting the most relevant research gaps is crucial, as these decisions directly influence interventions affecting women’s livelihoods in Northeast Nigeria. This process is challenging because the identified gaps must inform the design of safe, scalable, and evidence-based programmes.
So What?  Intersectional and longitudinal studies are crucial for identifying vulnerability patterns and distinguishing between short-term coping and sustainable recovery. Collecting market-level data, using validated resilience indicators, and conducting thorough evaluations are important. Research on protection, livelihood links, social norms, and intra-household dynamics can support gender-transformative approaches. Employing ethical, participatory, survivor-centred methods and broadening geographic coverage can enhance validity and promote local ownership.
Now What? I applied these insights when identifying future research gaps in my review.
[bookmark: _Toc227788515]2nd April 2026
I considered how my health challenges influenced my academic progress.
What? I could not submit my assignment by the deadline, but I continued my research on the impact of Boko Haram’s conflict on women's livelihoods in Northeastern Nigeria. This study is important to me, and I hope it contributes to positive change.
So What? This experience highlighted the importance of resilience and perseverance in the face of adversity. Reading about the strength of women in my literature review inspired me and reminded me of the significance of this research, even if my contribution is modest.
Now What? I will draw strength from these women's resilience, face my health challenges with determination, and stay committed to my research.
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[bookmark: SEC_D]SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity 
	1
	Does your research involve collaborating partners at another institution or organisation?
	YES
	Click to continue to appendix 2
	NO
	Continue to the next section

	2
	Have you completed appendix 2? 
	YES
	☐
	NO
	N/A



[bookmark: SEC_E]SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	Aims, Vision and Approach of the Research (maximum 200 words per section)
Please outline what are you hoping to achieve with your proposed work and how will you deliver it?

	1
	Research aims and objectives

	Briefly state your research: 
· The Aim
· This study aims to systematically review and critically synthesise relevant literature on how Boko Haram’s conflict in northeastern Nigeria affects women’s livelihoods, financial independence, and the resilience and sustainability of their income-generating activities and micro businesses.
· [bookmark: _Toc225161872]The Objectives
· To critically assess and synthesise existing research on the economic effects of Boko Haram’s conflict on women’s livelihoods and their ability to earn income in conflict-affected communities, assessing the strength of current evidence, interrogating underlying assumptions, and identifying conceptual, methodological, and contextual gaps in the literature.
· To critically evaluate and integrate existing research on the challenges women encounter in attaining economic resilience and sustainable livelihoods in insurgency-affected settings, this involves evaluating the quality and assumptions of current evidence and pinpointing gaps in the literature related to concepts, methods, and context.
· To examine existing research on the resilience and adaptation strategies women employ to sustain their livelihoods and businesses during conflict-related market disruptions, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of current evidence and identifying gaps in concepts, methods, and context within the literature




(this box should expand as you type) 

	2
	Vision

	Explain how your research:
· The existing literature reveals a significant gap in comprehending the gendered and socioeconomic consequences of violence against women. While extensive research has been conducted into the form and incidence of violence, significantly less emphasis has been placed on how this type of violence disproportionately impacts women from various socioeconomic backgrounds. Women in marginalised or resource-poor situations face unique mental, physical, and long-term economic consequences, underscoring the importance of intersectional analysis. Addressing this omission is critical to designing customised policies and interventions that address the various circumstances of affected women. 

Do NOT simply copy this from your PG1 – summarise it to extract the relevant sections.


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Approach

	This study adopts a pragmatic research paradigm, which is appropriate given its need to integrate multiple data forms, interrogate conceptual and methodological assumptions, and interpret women’s livelihood experiences in conflict‑affected contexts. Unlike positivism’s focus on objective measurement and generalisable causality, pragmatism supports a flexible, problem‑centred approach that values both qualitative and quantitative insights, aligning with the study’s aim to synthesise and interpret complex, context‑dependent evidence on women’s economic resilience during insurgency. The PRISMA framework is employed to guide the systematic review process, offering a transparent and reproducible structure for identifying, screening, and synthesising literature on women’s livelihoods, resilience, and adaptation strategies in Boko Haram‑affected communities. Its rigorous documentation of inclusion decisions and its audit trail enhance methodological credibility and support the study’s pragmatic orientation. The Saunders Research Onion illustrates the layered development of research design, from philosophical assumptions to data collection (Saunders et al., 2023). Consistent with this, the study adopts an interpretivist philosophy, recognising that women’s economic experiences in Northeastern Nigeria are socially constructed and best understood through the meanings individuals and communities assign to them. A multi‑method qualitative design is used (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2023), drawing on academic and grey literature to systematically synthesise diverse evidence on conflict‑related economic disruption. Thematic analysis identifies patterns across studies, while a longitudinal perspective traces shifts in women’s economic conditions and coping strategies since 2020. This configuration enables a nuanced, critically informed understanding of insurgency‑related economic impacts, barriers to resilience, and the strategies women employ to sustain livelihoods under prolonged insecurity.

	4
	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	A bullet point list is fine here, for example: 
· UWTSD Campus Quay Place, Birmingham
(this box should expand as you type)


	5
	Will any of your research be undertaken outside of the UK?
	YES
	Click to continue to appendix 3
	NO
	Continue to the next section

	6
	Have you completed any of appendix 3? 
	YES
	☐
	NO
	N/A




[bookmark: SEC_F]SECTION F: Research Methods 
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	[bookmark: _Hlk153204538]1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☐
	☒

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	Details of any other primary data collection method:
The above list covers most common data collection methods. If you will use other types of data collection for all or some of your data collection then please describe them here.

(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



SECTION G: Research Participants 

	Research participants include people who will be taking part in your research as providers of research data (e.g. being interviewed, answering questionnaires, or doing user testing of hardware or software). This includes animal participants.

	1
	Does your research involve human or non-human participants?
	YES
	Continue this section
	NO
	Click to continue to section N



	Participant numbers and source
How will you ensure an appropriately convened sample group in order to meet the aims of the research? Give details for subgroups separately, if appropriate. How will any potential pitfalls, for example dual roles or potential for coercion, be addressed?

	1
	How many participants will be recruited and how was the number decided upon?
	
N/A


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Who will the participants be?
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	How will you identify the participants?
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Will you be excluding any groups of people, and if so what is the rationale for that?
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Will the research involve any element of deception?  If yes, please describe why this is necessary and whether participants will be informed at the end of the study
	
N/A


(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Describe whether participants will be able to withdraw from the study, and up to what point (eg if data is to be anonymised). If withdrawal is not possible, after a certain point, explain why not. 
	
N/A


(this box should expand as you type)

	7
	How long will the participant have to decide whether to take part in the research?
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	8
	What arrangements have been made for participants who might have difficulties understanding verbal explanations or written information, or who have particular communication needs that should be taken into account to facilitate their involvement in the research?
	
N/A






(this box should expand as you type)






SECTION H: Research with Vulnerable People 
	1
	Are your participants classed as vulnerable people?
	YES
	Click to continue to appendix 4
	NO
	Continue to the next section

	2
	Have you completed appendix 4? 
	YES
	☐
	NO
	N/A



[bookmark: SEC_I]SECTION I: Research Involving Animals 
	1
	Are your participants non-human animals?
	YES
	Click to continue to appendix 5
	NO
	Continue to the next section

	2
	Have you completed appendix 5? 
	YES
	☐
	NO
	N/A



[bookmark: SEC_K]SECTION J: Research with the Prison Service or the Probation Service
	1
	Are your participants staff or offenders within the Prison Service or the Probation service?
	YES
	Click to continue to appendix 6
	NO
	Continue to the next section

	2
	Have you completed appendix 6? 
	YES
	☐
	NO
	N/A



[bookmark: SEC_J]SECTION K: Health and Social Care Research
	1
	Are your participants selected due to their health or social care needs?
	YES
	Click to continue to appendix 7
	NO
	Continue to the next section

	2
	Have you completed appendix 7? 
	YES
	☐
	NO
	N/A



	[bookmark: SEC_L]Personal Data
Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 and the Data Protection Act 2018)?
	YES
	NO

	[bookmark: _Hlk153191083]1
		Special Category Data 
Does the research involve the processing of special category data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 and the Data Protection Act 2018)?
	YES
	NO

	[bookmark: _Hlk153206093]2
	Racial or ethnic origin
	☐
	☒

	3
	Political opinions
	☐
	☒

	4
	Religious or philosophical beliefs
	☐
	☒

	5
	Genetic, biometric or health data
	☐
	☒

	6
	Sex life or sexual orientation
	☐
	☒

	7
	Trade union membership
	☐
	☒

	If you ticked YES to any of questions L2-L7, provide a description of the data and explain why this special category data needs to be collected to support the research and that it is in the public interest to do so:

	8
	N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	9
	Please describe how the research has been designed to gather the minimum amount of personal data necessary for the specified research purpose:

	This is a systematic Literature Review

(this box should expand as you type)

	10
	Demonstrate that the processing is not likely to cause substantial damage or distress to individuals and that their interests will be safeguarded:

	N/A.


(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Demonstrate that the data will not be used to take any action or make decisions in relation to the individuals concerned:

	N/A


(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	Data should be anonymised wherever possible, either at point of capture or once collated. If the data cannot be anonymised, and if pseudonymisation is not possible, demonstrate why the that is possible.  If special category data cannot be anonymised, explicit consent to share that data must normally be obtained.

		Information for participants
It is normally expected that those participating in research should do so having given their informed consent. If this is not appropriate or practical, explicit justification must be provided, in line with prevailing disciplinary conventions.  Please note however, that informed consent to participate in the research is separate from consent to process (e.g. collect, analyse, store, reuse or share) personal data, as the University’s lawful basis for processing personal data in research activities is part of its ‘public task’. 
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	[bookmark: _Hlk156475507]1
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	2
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	3
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	4
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	5
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	6
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	7
	Will participants be made aware of how you will treat any information that may reasonably by considered as confidential? 
	☐
	☐
	☒

	8
	If your research requires your participants to sign up for a service provided by an external company or organisation will you inform them that their data may be stored and processed outside UWTSD?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	9
	Will you give participants the UWTSD Privacy Notice for Research?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	If you have answered NO to any of questions M1-M9, please provide justification detailing why this is necessary for the research.  

	10
	N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	Informed consent: Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before the research begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded. 

	11
	N/A


(this box should expand as you type)

	Confidentiality: Confidential information refers to information that can be related to an identifiable individual, whether living or deceased, which is not in the public domain and which is given with the expectation that it will be kept confidential.  Under Common Law when an individual entrusts a researcher or research team with confidential information, the team must handle this in line with ‘reasonable expectations’. In other words, confidential information should only normally be shared when there would be ‘no surprises’ for the individuals concerned. Where participants would not expect the researcher to be sharing their confidential information with others, researchers can manage their expectations by informing them of their intentions (e.g. in the participant information sheet or during discussions about participation) and asking them if they are happy with these plans. They should understand what is being proposed and what this might mean for them, before they decide whether the researcher can share their confidential information with others.  

	Please detail how you will treat confidential information:

	12
	N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	Copies of any written consent form, written information and all other explanatory material should accompany this application. If you have included these then please list the documents included here.

	13
	N/A


	14
	Consent form attached?
	YES
☐
	NO
☐
	N/A
☒


N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	13
	If special category data cannot be anonymised, will you obtain explicit consent to share that data?
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	
	
	☐
	☐
	☒


Personal data means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants and transcription of such are considered to be personal data.
	☐
	x

	
	If you ticked YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:
	
	

	
Any use of personal data must be justified.

(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION L: Types of Personal Data


SECTION M: Participant Information and Consent 


SECTION N: Research with Potential Military Application
	1
	Does your research have any potential military application?
	YES
	Click to continue to appendix 8
	NO
	Continue to the next section

	2
	Have you completed appendix 8? 
	YES
	☐
	NO
	N/A


	1
	Data Summary

	· University of Wales Trinity Saint David E-Library, Emerald Publishing, Sage, ResearchGate, Taylor and Francis, ScienceDirect, SSRN (Elsevier), EBSOC Host, Google Scholar, ProQuest, JSTOR

	2
	Responsibilities

	· Sabrina


	3
	Assessment of existing data

	· N/A


	4
	Management and curation of data

	· Data Extraction Table


	5
	Quality assurance of data

	· To verify the credibility and quality of the search protocol, the quality filter CASP, will be employed



	6
	Short-term data storage

	· The data is stored in the short term during the research on my safe, secure laptop
· The data access, security and backup procedures that I will adopt to ensure the data and metadata are securely stored during the lifetime of the project will be on the UWTSD database and my safe, secure laptop


	7
	Long-term data storage and preservation 

	· N/A


	8
	Documentation and metadata

	· N/A


	9
	Data sharing

	· N/A

	10
	Copyright and intellectual property ownership

	· N/A


	11
	Resources

	· N/A




	[bookmark: SEC_O]Use of generative AI and other AI-based tools
There are a number of ethical issues relating to the use of generative AI and other AI-based tools, including data security, output bias, and output errors. In general you should assume that any generative AI or other AI-based tool that you pay to use is more secure and accurate than one which is free to use.

Will the research use AI tools to do any of the following:
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	1
	Capture data?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	2
	Generate and/or edit text?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	3
	Generate graphics?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	4
	Generate video?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	5
	Generate sound/music?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	6
	Generate code?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	7
	Generate synthetic data?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	Analyse data?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	9
	Analyse personal or sensitive data?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	10
	Classify data?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	11
	Do you intend to use the free version of any AI tools?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If you have answered YES to any of questions O1-O11, please provide justification detailing why this is necessary for the research.  

	12
	Grammarly DSA was provided to support my learning, and Copilot and Quilbot Public versions 




(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION O: Use of Artificial Intelligence Tools


Section P: Research Data Management Plan


SECTION Q: Risk Assessment 

	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	YES
	NO

	[bookmark: _Hlk152919011]
	
	☐
	☒

	Risks to participants, researchers, and the University 

	2
	Social risks: disclosures that could affect participants standing in the community, in their family and their job.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	Risk:

Below you will find examples to help you consider these sections, but these are just pointers. Many of the risks will not be noted here, and much will depend on the specifics of your research project. 

Example 1:

Participants may fear that their responses could affect their employment, promotion or workplace relationships if disclosed. 

Example 2:

Power dynamics or perceived coercion if the researcher holds a position of authority (example, manager or senior colleague), and participants may feel pressured to take part.

Example 3: 

Social conflicts, potential stigma, or damage to reputation or relationships if opinions become known to others.



(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you address any risks?
Outline and explain any mitigation strategies that you will adopt to minimise the risks. Below you will find examples / pointers to help you consider these. But much will depend on the specifics of your research project. 

Example 1:
-All data will be de-identified and stored securely.
-Results will be reported in anonymised form.
-Can you ensure that taking part in the research or withdrawal will not impact their employment or performance evaluation? If so, include this in a Participant Information Sheet as part of the consent process. 

Example 2: 
-Participation will be entirely voluntary, with no penalties for declining.
-Consent materials will explicitly state that participation is not linked to employment decisions.

Example 3: 
-Ensure strict confidentiality by removing identifying information from transcripts and reports.
-Store all data securely. How will do this? Explain. 
-Report findings in an anonymised form so opinions cannot be linked to participants. 
-Conduct interviews in private settings. 
-Remind participants that they may skip any questions they feel uncomfortable answering.
-Obtain informed consent, making it clear how confidentiality will be maintained and the limits of that confidentiality.



	3
	Legal risks: activities that could result in the participant, researchers and / or University committing an offence; activities that might lead to a participant disclosing criminal activity to a researcher which would necessitate reporting to enforcement authorities; activities that could result in a civil claim for compensation
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	Risk:

Example 1: 

Researcher or participant could inadvertently engage in activities that breach legal or institutional requirements (example, recording without consent, data misuse, or violation of privacy laws).

Example 2: 

Interview content or reporting could lead to a civil claim (example, defamation, breach of privacy or emotional harm).



(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you address any risks?

Example 1: 
-Explain (in Participant Information Sheet and consent form) the limits of confidentiality (example, that certain disclosures, such as criminal acts or threats of harm, cannot remain confidential).
-Avoid directly asking questions that would elicit illegal or incriminating information, unless explicitly approved by the ethics committee.
-Seek guidance from the University’s ethics or legal team immediately if a disclosure occurs.

Example 2: 
-Written informed consent will be obtained prior to any recording or data collection.
-All interviews will comply with data protection laws (example, GDPR). 
-Audio or written data will be stored securely on password-protected devices or encrypted drives.
-Access to identifiable data will be restricted to authorised research team members only.
-Researchers will follow University guidelines for collecting and storing data.


	4
	Economic harm: financial harm to participant, researcher and / or University through disclosure or other event.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	Risk:

Example 1: 

Participation may reduce profit or income if business owners spend time in interviews instead of conducting business operations.

Example 2: 

Damage, theft or loss of personal equipment (example, laptop) used during fieldwork or interviews could result in financial loss.

Example 3: 

Legal or contractual liabilities (example, breaches of data protection, or confidentiality) could result in financial consequences for the researcher or University.



(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you address any risks?

Example 1: 
-Flexible scheduling of interviews.
-Reasonable duration: Interviews will be kept as brief as possible while still achieving research objectives.
-Clear communication: Participants will be informed in advance about the expected time. 
-Explain the level of commitment and inform that they may reschedule or withdraw at any time without penalty.
-If appropriate and approved, participants may be offered a small reimbursement or honorarium to acknowledge their time and offset potential income loss.

Example 2:
-Ensure personal devices are covered by insurance and used with proper data security measures (example, password protection, encryption).
-Avoid carrying unnecessary valuables or cash during fieldwork.

Example 3: 
-Follow all institutional ethical, legal and contractual requirements.
-Seek advice from the University’s ethics or legal office if uncertain about obligations or potential risks.
-Explain how you will mitigate risks related to breaches of data protection or confidentiality. 



	5
	Reputational risk: damage to public perception of University or the University / researchers’ reputation in the eyes of funders, the research community and / or the general public.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	Risk:

Example 1:

 Perception of researcher negatively impacted and / or institutional bias due to funding sources or conflicts of interest.

Example 2: 

Damage to the University’s or researcher’s reputation if participants or stakeholders feel misrepresented, disrespected or harmed.


(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you address any risks?

Example 1: 
-Disclose all funding sources and potential conflicts of interest in ethics application and publications.
-Maintain academic independence in analysis and reporting, regardless of funder interests.
-Include peer or supervisory review of analysis to ensure impartiality.

Example 2: 
-Obtain informed consent that explains how data will be used and reported.
-Allow participants to review or clarify their statements if appropriate (example, in qualitative interviews).
-Report findings objectively and without bias, ensuring cultural sensitivity and confidentiality.
-Provide participant debriefing where appropriate to maintain trust and transparency.
-Always follow rules of professional conduct. Explain how you will uphold high standards of conduct and integrity, or what you will do to mitigate misconduct. 



	6
	Safeguarding risks:  Risk to young people, vulnerable adults and / or researcher from improper behaviour, abuse or exploitation. Risk to researcher of being in a comprising situation, in which there might be accusations of improper behaviour.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	Risk:

Example 1: 
Improper behaviour, abuse, or exploitation of young people or vulnerable adults during participation can occur if appropriate safeguarding procedures are not put in place. What is the risk of this in relation to your research? 









Example 2:

Risk to the researcher of being in a compromising or misinterpreted situation, leading to accusations of improper behaviour. 
What is the risk of this in relation to your research?



(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you address any risks?

Example 1: 
-All researchers will hold a current DBS check or country equivalent. 
-Interviews will be conducted in safe, visible locations, never in private or isolated settings, with a supervisor / third party present.
-Participants will always have the option to have a parent, guardian, or support person present during interviews.
-The research will comply fully with institutional and legal safeguarding policies for working with minors and vulnerable groups. Provide detail here.
-A clear reporting protocol will be in place for managing any disclosure of harm, abuse, or risk (reported to relevant authorities and University).

Example 2: 
-Will not conduct meetings one-on-one in private settings with young or vulnerable participants, and maintain visibility at all times.
-Where in-person interviews are required, ensure the presence of a third party (example, teacher, guardian, or colleague). 
-Uphold clear professional boundaries (no physical contact, personal relationships or communication outside research purposes).
-Keep detailed records of all interactions (date, time, location and purpose) to provide accountability.
-Conduct online interviews using approved University platforms where appropriate, ensuring transparency, and have a supervisor present and visible in the online meeting. 



	7
	Sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics. If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities.  
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	
Example 1: Participant may feel upset, embarrassed or anxious when discussing sensitive topics (example, personal experiences, business failures, financial issues or trauma).
Mitigation:
-Clearly explain in the Participant Information Sheet that questions may be sensitive.
-Remind participants they may skip questions or withdraw at any time.
-Monitor participant reactions; pause or stop the interview if distress is observed.
-Provide referral information for professional support (example, helplines, counselling services).

Example 2: Risk to researcher from emotional impact: exposure to distressing content may cause acute stress or burnout in the long-term.
Mitigation:
-Researchers will receive supervisory support and debriefing after interviews.
-Gain access to wellbeing resources (example, counselling or employee support programs).
-Schedule interviews to avoid excessive consecutive sessions, reducing emotional strain.

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Health and safety risks

	8
	Location hazards: for example: fire; visiting or working in participant’s homes; working in remote locations and in high crime areas; overseas travel; hot, cold or extreme weather conditions; working on or by water. Also hazardous work locations, such as construction sites, confined spaces, roofs or laboratories. For overseas travel, researchers will need to check country / city specific information, travel health requirements and consider emergency arrangements as part of their research planning. In all cases the University’s International Travel Policy must be followed.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	Risk:
This is particularly required for projects that will include time spent in labs, workshops, or field sites, or that will include time spent on working sites with fluctuating sometimes unpredictable environmental and travel hazards.  


(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you address any risks?
Ideally a full risk assessment document should be submitted with this form. You can also include qualifications and training courses completed as appropriate.



	9
	Activity hazards: for example: potentially mentally harmful activities; distressing and stressful work and content; driving; tripping or slipping; falling from height; physically demanding work; lifting, carrying, pushing and pulling loads; night time and weekend working.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	Risk:
This is particularly relevant for projects that will involve exposure to emotionally (and sometimes unpredictable) challenging content, as well as physically demanding or potentially hazardous conditions. 

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you address any risks?
Ideally a full risk assessment document should be submitted with this form. You can also include qualifications and training courses completed as appropriate.


	10
	Machinery and equipment: for example: ergonomic hazards, including computer workstations and equipment; contact with electricity; contact with moving, rotating, ejecting or cutting parts in machinery and instruments; accidental release of energy from machines and instruments.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	Risk:
This is particularly required for projects that will include time spent in labs or workshops, or that will include time spent on working sites where machinery is used.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you address any risks?
Ideally a full risk assessment document should be submitted with this form. You can also include qualifications and training courses completed as appropriate.

	11
	Chemicals and other hazardous substances: the use, production, storage, waste, transportation and accidental release of chemicals and hazardous substances; flammable, dangerous and explosive substances; asphyxiating gases; allergens; biological agents, blood and blood products. 
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	Risk:
This is particularly required for projects that will include time spent in labs or workshops, or that will include time spent on working sites where chemical are used.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you address any risks?
Ideally a full risk assessment document should be submitted with this form. You can also include qualifications and training courses completed as appropriate.



	12
	Physical agents: for example: excessive noise exposure, hand-arm vibration and whole body vibration; ionising radiation; lasers; artificial optical radiation and electromagnetic fields
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	Risk:
This is particularly required for projects that will include time spent in labs or workshops, or that will include time spent on working sites where such systems are used.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you address any risks?
Ideally a full risk assessment document should be submitted with this form. You can also include qualifications and training courses completed as appropriate.

	13
	Environmental risks: for example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☒

	Risk:
This is particularly required for projects that will include time spent on working sites or where activities may impact habitats, heritage, or protected environments.
(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you address any risks?
Ideally a full risk assessment document should be submitted with this form. You can also include qualifications and training courses completed as appropriate.




SECTION R: Disclosure and Barring Service

	Disclosure and Barring Service

	1
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	2
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	




[bookmark: SEX_S]SECTION S: Declaration
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Policy which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 


	1
	Name of applicant
	Sabrina Reid

	2
	Electronic or written signature of applicant:
	S Reid

	3
	Date
	23 March 2026

	4
	Name of Director of Studies
	Dr John Harris

	5
	Electronic or written signature of Director of Studies:
	

	6
	Date
	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	1
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	2
	☒
	I have completed all relevant sections of the form in full.

	3
	N/A
	I have attached a copy of the Participant Information Sheet (PIS) or Consent Form

	4
	N/A
	I have attached a completed copy of the Trusted Research and Innovation Checklist (where applicable)

	5
	N/A
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate) 

	6
	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice

	7
	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Data Management Policy

	8
	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Export Control Policy

	9
	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Open Access Research Policy

	10
	I have completed the following appendices:
	1
	☒
	2
	☒
	3
	☒
	4
	☒

	
	
	5
	☒
	6
	☒
	7
	☒
	8
	☒



	
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk, with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.











END OF MAIN FORM

[bookmark: APP_1]APPENDIX 1 – Grant or Contract Funding N/A

	A1.1
	Has your research been awarded external funding?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	A1.2
	Have you applied for funding / awaiting decision?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	A1.3
	Are you intending to apply for funding?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	A1.4
	[bookmark: _Hlk152243903]Funding Body
	

	A1.5
	Lead institution (grant holder)
	

	A1.6
	If awarded, grant reference
	

	A1.7
	If awarded, grant value
	

	A1.8
	If awarded, start date and duration
	



	
	
	
	
	


	Return to the main form






[bookmark: APP_2]APPENDIX 2: External Collaborative Research Activity N/A

	INSTITUTION 1                        

	[bookmark: _Hlk152247185]A2.1
	Name
	


	A2.2
	Researcher name and position 
	


	A2.3
	Role in project (e.g. co-investigator)
	


	A2.4
	Contact e-mail address
	


	A2.5
	External Ethical Approval
Please detail the ethical approval required and arrangements for this partner. See Section 14 of the UWTSD Research Ethics and Integrity Policy. If approved, please supply confirmation. 
	Obtained?
	YES
	NO
	PENDING

	
	
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	[bookmark: _Hlk152841402]
	
	




	INSTITUTION 2                      

	A2.6
	Name
	


	A2.7
	Researcher name and position 
	


	A2.8
	Role in project (e.g. co-investigator)
	


	A2.9
	Contact e-mail address
	


	A2.10
	External Ethical Approval
Please detail the ethical approval required and arrangements for this partner. See Section 14 of the UWTSD Research Ethics and Integrity Policy. If approved, please supply confirmation. 
	Obtained?
	YES
	NO
	PENDING

	
	
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	
	
	




	INSTITUTION 3                       

	A2.11
	Name
	


	A2.12
	Researcher name and position 
	


	A2.13
	Role in project (e.g. co-investigator)
	


	A2.14
	Contact e-mail address
	


	A2.15
	External Ethical Approval
Please detail the ethical approval required and arrangements for this partner. See Section 14 of the UWTSD Research Ethics and Integrity Policy. If approved, please supply confirmation. 
	Obtained?
	YES
	NO
	PENDING

	
	
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	
	
	




Add additional collaborators as needed

	
	
	
	
	


	Return to the main form


[bookmark: APP_3]


APPENDIX 3: Research Undertaken Outside of the UK N/A

	A3.1
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. Describe the measures you have taken to comply with these and provide evidence of approvals etc. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this. If you have a local research supervisor or research advisor then please give their contact details here.

	If you are working outside the UK provide details of the location(s) in terms of country and city/town. Where you are working with organisations such as museums, schools, universities, or government departments include them here together with details of the contact person involved. Where there are specific local legal codes covering your research, e.g. for child protection or data protection, list them here and state how you will ensure that you comply with them.
If you plan to work outside your home country then check your government’s recommendations for the country in which you will be working. For the UK this information is available at https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice. It is also a good idea to make sure that you have the contact details of your nearest embassy or consulate in case of emergency. Travel insurance that covers working outside of your home country is recommended.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.2
	Responsible Research and Innovation
If research is taking place overseas please refer to the UWTSD Trusted Research and Innovation Policy and complete the Trusted Research and Innovation Checklist and submit it with this form.

	A3.3
	Confirm that you have read the Trusted Research and Innovation Policy
	☐



	If you are a postgraduate research student working with a research supervisor or research advisor at your local university then you do not need to fill in any more sections of this appendix.
If you are working in a research collaboration with an overseas partner please complete the remaining sections of this appendix.
	Return to the main form


[bookmark: _Hlk160779412]
	Organisational Details

	A3.4
	Name of Organisation 

	

	A3.5
	Country where organisation is based:

	

	A3.6
	Registration number and name of registration body (examples of relevant registration bodies are government, tax, corporation, charity, educational authority):

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.7
	What is the legal status of the organisation? (for example: public university, private university, charity, private company, non-profit making company, government research organisation, independent research organisation) Please include the date of foundation. Note: We may be required to ask for evidence of this at a later stage.

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.8
	Is your organisation affiliated to any other organisation? (i.e. is the organisation legally part of a larger organisation or a group of larger organisations).

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.9
	Name(s) of investigators in the organisation who will be responsible for the collaborative research and innovation 

	

(this box should expand as you type)




	About New Partners

	A3.10
	Why does a partner want to work with you?

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.11
	What are they expecting in return for their financial support or involvement?

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)


	A3.12
	Is the organisation associated with a country which may be viewed as hostile to the UK or one which has different democratic and ethical values from our own? If you have ticked YES, please briefly describe below how you will maintain the UK’s democratic and ethical values within the research.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☐

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.13
	Has due diligence into the partner identified any involvement in research on behalf of the military or police with links to a hostile state? If you have ticked YES, please summarise below how you will prevent information from this research from being released to these organisations.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☐

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.14
	Set within the context of any information gained from due diligence, could your research be misused or have unintended applications which would be negative? If you have ticked YES, please summarise below how this might occur.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☐

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.15
	Are there any legal, regulatory or university policy constraints on undertaking your research with this partner? If you have ticked YES, please summarise these below.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☐

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.16
	Having considered the answers to questions A3.10-A3.15, are there potential reputational or ethical risks to you or the university? If you have ticked YES, please summarise these risks below.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☐

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)




	About Research Relationships
	YES
	NO

	A3.17
	Are the terms of any proposed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in keeping with the expectations of your department and university?
	☐
	☐

	A3.18
	Are you providing existing intellectual property (IP), research data, confidential or personally identifiable data to the project? If so, how is this going to be protected?
	☐
	☐


	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.19
	Who will own any IP that is generated?

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.20
	What plans do you have in place for protecting the resulting IP?

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.21
	What contractual requirements are you able to put in place to protect the interests of your academic institutions?

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.22
	What access will the research partner have to your IT network? If they do have access, what broader visibility might this provide?

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.23
	Is there any physical separation or protection required between research in similar fields?

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)




	About Existing Partners

	A3.24
	Would proceeding with the research raise potential conflicts of interest with existing research partners? If you have ticked YES, please explain these conflicts below.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☐

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.25
	Have you spoken with your existing partners about any potential conflict of interest? If you have ticked YES, please briefly summarise their response(s) below.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☐

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.26
	Does any non-disclosure agreement for this project include an expectation that you will need to provide visibility to existing partners? If you have ticked YES, please explain below how this will be managed.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☐

	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)

	A3.27
	Will this research breach any existing contractual agreements that you, your department or university already have? If you have ticked YES, please explain below how this will be managed.
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☐


	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
	
	
	


	Return to the main form





[bookmark: APP_4]APPENDIX 4: Research with Vulnerable People N/A

	Will the research involve data processing involving the following data subjects:
	YES
	NO

	A4.1
	Children under 16
	☐
	☐

	A4.2
	Adults with learning disabilities
	☐
	☐

	A4.3
	Adults with other forms of mental incapacity or mental illness
	☐
	☐

	A4.4
	Adults in emergency situations
	☐
	☐

	A4.5
	Prisoners or young offenders
	☐
	☐

	A4.6
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator, e.g. members of staff, students
	☐
	☐

	A4.7
	People who have not given their explicit consent to participate in the project
	☐
	☐

	A4.8
	People engaged in illegal activities
	☐
	☐

	A4.9
	Any other people who can be considered vulnerable in the context of this project
	☐
	☐

	Please justify the inclusion of the above people (if applicable), explaining why the research cannot be conducted on non-vulnerable people.

	A4.10
	Any inclusion of vulnerable people must be fully justified.



(this box should expand as you type)

	Please give details of extra steps taken to assure the protection of vulnerable people participating in the research.  You should describe any arrangements to be made for obtaining consent from a legal representative.

	A4.11
	How will you protect your participants from any negative impacts caused by your research process? This might include physical or emotional harm or discomfort. If vulnerable participants will be giving consent themselves then explain the steps you will take to ensure that they are not coerced into giving consent. If consent is to be obtained from a legal representative then how will you identify the appropriate person?


(this box should expand as you type)

	It is the researcher’s responsibility to check whether a DBS check (or equivalent) is required and to obtain one if it is needed. Please confirm:

	A4.12
	DBS Check required? 
	YES
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☐

	A4.13
	DBS certificate obtained? 
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	
	
	☐
	☐
	☐



	
	
	
	
	


	Return to the main form





[bookmark: APP_5]APPENDIX 5: Research Involving Animals N/A
	The use of animals in research is tightly governed and monitored by law and by the Home Office, specifically under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 and its accompanying codes of practice and processes. The Act regulates procedures that are carried out on protected animals for scientific or educational purposes that may cause pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm. Under the Act, a protected animal is ‘any living vertebrate, other than man, and any living cephalopod’. The University does not hold a Home Office issued Establishment Licence and therefore researchers must ensure that any proposed work involving animals is either exempt from the Act or falls outside of its scope. Exempted research, for example involving routine veterinary practice or clinical veterinary research, may still require external ethical approval from the Royal Society of Veterinary Surgeons. When undertaking collaborative research involving animals, the UWTSD Research Ethics Committee must be assured that the partner institution(s) conform to the appropriate regulatory framework or legislation, and have approval from their local Research Ethics Committee. Any such work must follow the guidance of the National Centre for the Replacement, Reduction and Refinement of Animals in Research, known as the 3Rs.  In all cases, advise must be sought from INSPIRE for any proposed research involving animals, either at UWTSD, or by research collaborators in partnership with UWTSD. This should be at the very early stages of research design, so that an appropriate due diligence exercise can be undertaken.

	Will the research involve any work with any of the following animals (including observation in their natural habitat)
	YES
	NO

	[bookmark: _Hlk156319509]A5.1
	Any living vertebrates, other than humans?
	☐
	☐

	A5.2
	Any living cephalopods?
	☐
	☐

	A5.3
	[bookmark: _Hlk156462984]Has INSPIRE undertaken an initial due diligence exercise?
	☐
	☐

	A5.4
	[bookmark: _Hlk156464303]Due diligence assessment appended to this application?
	☐
	☐

	Please provide a summary of the due diligence exercise, noting arrangements for compliance with the necessary regulatory frameworks and legislation. Please append the full due diligence assessment from INSPIRE. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk156464347]A5.5
	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
	
	
	


	Return to the main form





[bookmark: APP_6]APPENDIX 6: Research with Staff or Offenders in Prison Establishments and Probation Services N/A

	Research with staff and/or offenders in prison establishments, the Probation Service or within His Majesty’s Prison and Probation Services requires additional approvals.

	Will the research involve any of the following?
	YES
	NO

	A6.1
	Staff in prison establishments
	☐
	☐

	A6.2
	Offenders in prison establishments
	☐
	☐

	A6.3
	The Probation Service
	☐
	☐

	A6.4
	His Majesty’s Prison and Probation Services
	☐
	☐

	All researchers wanting to conduct research with staff and/or offenders in prison establishments, the Probation Service regions or within HM Prison and Probation Service (HMPPS) Headquarters are required to formally apply for research approval to the HMPPS National Research Committee (NRC). Before doing so, INSPIRE must undertake an initial due diligence exercise. If you have not contacted INSPIRE, please do so immediately. If YES to any of the above, please confirm:

	A6.5
	[bookmark: _Hlk156464314]Has INSPIRE undertaken an initial due diligence exercise?
	☐
	☐

	A6.6
	Have you applied to the HMPPS National Research Committee (NRC)?
	☐
	☐

	A6.7
	Has HMPPS National Research Committee approval been granted? If yes, please append to this application. 
	☐
	☐

	A6.8
	Due diligence assessment appended to this application?
	☐
	☐

	Please provide a summary of the due diligence exercise, noting arrangements for compliance with the necessary regulatory frameworks and legislation. Please append the full due diligence assessment from INSPIRE. 

	A6.9
	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
	
	
	


	Return to the main form





[bookmark: APP_7]APPENDIX 7:  Health and Social Care Research N/A
	All health and social care research must have a sponsor as defined by the Health Research Authority UK Policy Framework for Health & Social Care.  The University will under no circumstances act as the sponsor of health and social care research (i.e. that which requires approval by a NHS Research Ethics Committee). In all cases, therefore, an appropriate collaborating partner must lead the research.  Any health and social care research therefore requires an initial due diligence exercise, which will be undertaken by INSPIRE. The purpose of the due diligence exercise is to ensure that the University has the capability to undertake the research, either independently or in collaboration with research partners. This will include advice on suitable collaborative arrangements and the appropriate involvement of UWTSD researchers in the proposed research study.  This is likely to apply to the following areas:

	Will the data processing involve:
	YES
	NO

	A7.1
	Participants who have been recruited on the basis of medical and health conditions, life stage or other physical or mental attribute.
	☐
	☐

	A7.2
	Participants who will engage in physical exercise, activity or exertion of any kind, or who use exercise equipment, assistive devices or other apparatus for the purposes of the research study. This includes interventions that are minimally invasive.
	☐
	☐

	A7.3
	Patients and users of the NHS (including NHS patients treated in the private sector).
	☐
	☐

	A7.4
	Individuals identified as potential participants because of their status as relatives or carers of patients and users of the NHS.
	☐
	☐

	A7.5
	Patients who are cared for in private and voluntary sector nursing homes.
	☐
	☐

	A7.6
	Confidential patient information.
	☐
	☐

	A7.7
	Clinical trial of a medicinal product or medical device.
	☐
	☐

	A7.8
	Access to organs or other bodily material of past and present NHS patients, or any material consisting of or containing human cells.
	☐
	☐

	A7.9
	Use of human tissue (including non-NHS sources) where the collection is not covered by a Human Tissue Authority licence.
	☐
	☐

	A7.10
	Foetal material and IVF involving NHS patients.
	☐
	☐

	A7.11
	The recently deceased under NHS care.
	☐
	☐

	A7.12
	NHS staff or premises.
	☐
	☐

	A7.13
	Practising midwives conducting a clinical trial.
	☐
	☐

	A7.14
	Investigational medicinal product.
	☐
	☐

	A7.15
	Medical devices that are not CE-marked or CE-marked medical devices that have been modified or are being used for a new purpose.
	☐
	☐

	A7.16
	Exposure to ionising radiation.
	☐
	☐

	A7.17
	Other health and social care related research.
	☐

	☐


	Please specify 
Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.

(this box should expand as you type)
	
	

	Researchers proposing to work on projects involving health and social care research must check whether their study meets the HRA definition of research and whether it should undergo ethics review by a NHS Research Ethics Committee. If you have answered YES to any of questions A7.1-A7.17 then this is likely to be the case and sponsorship by a third party will be required. This can be checked via the Health Research Authority’s Decision Tool : https://www.hra-decisiontools.org.uk/research/  

	A7.18
	Does the research meet the HRA definition of research?
	YES 
	NO
	N/A

	
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	A7.19
	Is the Research being sponsored by a collaborating partner?
	YES 
	NO
	N/A

	
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	A7.20
	Has NHS ethics approval been granted?
	YES 
	NO
	N/A

	
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	A7.21
	Has INSPIRE undertaken an initial due diligence exercise?
	YES 
	NO

	
	
	☐
	☐

	Please provide a summary of the due diligence exercise, noting arrangements for compliance with the necessary regulatory frameworks and legislation. Please append the full due diligence assessment from INSPIRE. If you have not contacted INSPIRE, please do immediately. 

	A7.22
	Contact INSPIRE for support on this section.


(this box should expand as you type)



	A7.23
	Have you been granted NHS ethical approval?
	YES
	Click to continue to Section R
	NO
	Return to the main form






[bookmark: APP_8]APPENDIX 8: Export Control for Research with Potential Military End Uses N/A
	Export controls apply to the physical, electronic or oral transmission outside the UK of applied research, sensitive technology, software and equipment that could potentially be misused, either directly or indirectly, for military purposes. These legal controls are a serious obligation and UWTSD researchers must actively manage the risks of these being misused to fuel conflict, threaten national security, support terrorism and crime, violate human rights or proliferate Weapons of Mass Destruction.  UWTSD’s Export Control Policy provides a clear six step process to determine if your research is covered by export controls. Please complete the following screening to judge if you need to compete a full export control assessment. If you are in any doubt, then please contact INSPIRE. Any research in UWTSD involving the following high-risk areas must be screened.
Will the research involve:

	Defence
	YES
	NO

	A8.1
	Military equipment and munitions
	☐
	☐

	A8.2
	Defence equipment, including satellites
	☐
	☐

	A8.3
	Technical data, including some border and port information
	☐
	☐

	A8.4
	Dual use research
	☐
	☐

	Materials and Technologies
	YES
	NO

	A8.5
	Nuclear materials, facilities and equipment
	☐
	☐

	A8.6
	Chemicals, microorganisms and toxins
	☐
	☐

	A8.7
	Electronics design, development and production
	☐
	☐

	 A8.8
	Computers
	☐
	☐

	A8.9
	Telecommunications
	☐
	☐

	A8.10
	Sensors and lasers
	☐
	☐

	A8.11
	Navigation and avionics
	☐
	☐

	A8.12
	Marine technology
	☐
	☐

	A8.13
	Composite materials
	☐
	☐

	A8.14
	Aerospace and propulsion
	☐
	☐

	Sensitive Information
	YES
	NO

	A8.15
	Cryptology
	☐
	☐

	A8.16
	Counterterrorism
	☐
	☐

	A8.17
	Counternarcotics
	☐
	☐

	A8.18
	Cyber-related
	☐
	☐

	A8.19
	Non-proliferation
	☐
	☐

	A8.20
	Transnational criminal organisations
	☐
	☐





	Genetic Resources
	YES
	NO

	A8.21
	Genetic material of actual or potential value
	☐
	☐

	A8.22
	Organisms, or parts thereof
	☐
	☐

	A8.23
	Populations (or organisms)
	☐
	☐

	A8.24
	Other biotic components of ecosystems
	☐
	☐

	A8.25
	Domesticated or cultivated species in which the evolutionary process has been influenced by humans
	☐
	☐



	Will you be exporting military or dual-use technology, now or possibly in the future? This information may take many forms, including:
	YES
	NO

	A8.26
	Physical transfer of goods, technologies, material or equipment
	☐
	☐

	A8.27
	Blueprints
	☐
	☐

	A8.28
	Plans
	☐
	☐

	A8.29
	Diagrams
	☐
	☐

	A8.30
	Models
	☐
	☐

	A8.31
	Formulae
	☐
	☐

	A8.32
	Tables
	☐
	☐

	A8.33
	Engineering designs and specifications
	☐
	☐

	A8.34
	Manuals and instructions
	☐
	☐

	A8.35
	Software
	☐
	☐

	A8.36
	Know-how
	☐
	☐



	Will your project transfer technology using any of the following physical methods?
	YES
	NO

	A8.37
	USB flash drives
	☐
	☐

	A8.38
	Portable hard drives
	☐
	☐

	A8.39
	Laptops
	☐
	☐

	A8.40
	Tablets
	☐
	☐

	A8.41
	Intangible forms by using electronic media, such as email, phone storage and cloud file sharing
	☐
	☐

	A8.42
	Physical exports
	☐
	☐



	Will your project involve any of the following?
	YES
	NO

	A8.43
	Oral transfer by phone or videoconferencing or presentations
	☐
	☐

	A8.44
	Travelling overseas for any purpose, while unintendingly carrying any of the above.
	☐
	☐

	A8.45
	Will you be hosting foreign visitors?
	☐
	☐





	If you answer YES to any of questions A8,1-A8.45 then you should complete a full export control assessment and append that to this application. Before doing this please contact INSPIRE who will advise further.
	YES
	NO

	A8.46
	Full export control assessment required?
	☐

	☐


	A8.47
	Full export control assessment completed?
	☐

	☐


	A8.48
	Full export control assessment appended?
	☐

	☐




	
	
	
	
	


	Return to the main form
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