	Sophia Crewe
	
	1602308



Assessment 4: Websites Review

1. Celtic Studies Resources: https://www.digitalmedievalist.com/
This site is written and managed by Lisa Spangenberg, who describes herself as ‘the Digital Medievalist’. The site is a compilation of Medieval and Celtic resources that have been digitised and studied by Spangenberg, giving it an academic basis. Spangenberg has gained a Ph.D in English literature from UCLA and specialises in Medieval and Celtic literature, as well as digitising content. Overall, this website is aesthetically minimal, but this merely reflects how simple the site is to navigate. The website is rich in resources as it contains digitised Medieval and Celtic historical sources under the section ‘Scéla’ - Spangenberg’s Celtic blog. However, due to the nature of a blog and it being a compilation of Spanenberg’s opinions it naturally has its limitations as a resource in academia, but as long as this is acknowledged, it is a limitation that can also play to the strengths of this blog as a historical resource. The website does also have Amazon affiliate links – a fact that may cause readers to question whether the selling conflicts with the educational nature of the blog, but this is not a major feature of the blog. In addition to this, Spangenberg’s work is both informative and accessible to readers as it neither needlessly simplifies topics nor overcomplicates them. Ultimately, this blog certainly has its place as a useful cache of historical resources, as not only does it compile digitised historical sources, but it also participates and sparks interest in historical discourse for both academics and casual learners alike. 

2. Irish Literature, Mythology, Folklore, and Drama - Luminarium:
 http://www.luminarium.org/mythology/ireland/

This website is a subpage of Luminarium which is an anthology of English literature. This site however is an online anthology of Irish arts and cultural heritage, as well as having links to Irish themed online entertainment like themed screensavers and name generators. While it is not wholly academic in nature it is a valuable resource to accessing relevant periodicals, articles about Irish myth and culture and is a convenient compilation that is neatly organised into convenient subcategories and is accessible to the average internet user. The website says that it was created in 1996 and perhaps this is reflected in the aesthetics of the websites design as it does not look like a modern page despite the fact that it was last updated in 2018. However, the dated style of the website does not affect the website’s accessibility, valuable content and convenience. Overall, this webpage certainly holds value in being a resource of academics to easily access Irish cultural resources online and gain a basic understanding of a broad range of aspects of Irish cultural heritage, but it has its limitations as each source that the site links has its own limitations, as they are articles in their own rights that are responsible for their own sources. Ultimately, as compilation of Irish resources in one easy catalogue, this site is invaluable to anyone wanting to broaden their knowledge on Irish history and culture. 

3. Gaelic Matters: https://www.gaelicmatters.com/index.html 
This site describes itself as ‘The home of Gaelic and Irish Culture’. The site itself also expresses its aim to celebrate Irish heritage and inform readers about Irish culture. The site itself is easy to navigate and while aesthetically this website appears minimal, it is packed full of topics that may be both useful and interesting to any readers wanting to broaden their knowledge of Irish culture and history. The site also links Irish and Celtic cultural traditions, myths, and phenomena with modern Irish culture, through to even destination suggestions for tourists and whiskey suggestions. While the webpage is accessible to the average internet user it is also relatively informal. The website presents as more of a passion project than an academic resource but is still an interesting and informative resource for anyone interested in Irish culture. The author of the webpage is also engaged with their audience and willing to partake in Celtic cultural discourse as they have made it very easy to contact them with any queries with a contact form. The information on this page however is difficult to source, as it does not clearly reference any sources and so would be limited in its use in academia. Despite this, the site is useful as an informal resource as it is engaging in the way that it is written and is accessible to readers. 

4. Celts – Mr Donn: https://celts.mrdonn.org/religion.html
This website is clearly targeted at children and exists as part of a larger educational resource created and managed by Mr Donn, a university graduate. The website isn’t as minimal and modern as it could be, but this probably is not a priority with the nature of the site. The site aims to aid children’s learning and so aesthetically does not look similar to educational webpages that are aimed at a more mature or academic audience. In spite of this, the web page is simple to navigate, and topics and their subcategories are organised into conveniently labelled sections which allows for easy researching on the site. Interestingly, while the website is brief in its explanations of topics, it does cover a wide range of topics in regard to Celtic history. The explanations for each topic are brief but accessible, which make them easy to understand and to engage with. While the webpage is perhaps not the most aesthetically academic, it is useful to use as a basis for understanding newer topics to any reader. In addition to this, some sources for the site can be found in the index section of the webpage, and so any information used can be traced to its source. While the website may not be used as a basis for extensive academic research, it is useful in gaining an introduction to a variety of topics in Celtic history. 


5. Folklore Thursday: https://folklorethursday.com/
Folklore Thursday is another collection of articles and information, however, this site is regularly updated with articles from a large team of academics. While the mythology included in the site isn’t solely Celtic, it does include a great deal of Celtic mythology. Aesthetically, the site is modern and is easy to navigate and it is clear to any internet user that the site is regularly updated. The site also encourages almost a forum-like atmosphere, with regular twitter discourse being a prominent feature of this site’s activity. While the website is accessible to all users, it is based mainly on work by academics and as a result, it is a useful resource for academics, even though the authors encourage participation in mythological discourse from the general public. This open community nature does mean that in an academic sense, a reader would have to be extra critical when sourcing all of the site’s information, but this open discourse and links with its twitter page makes the topic of ancient mythology seem compatible with modern technology -making it engaging to not only academics but to the general public as well. Overall, this website and the community it has created certainly has its place in academia, as it is leading the way in online discourse under the supervision of the academics that are responsible for it. 








Assessment 3: Essay plan
Is it possible to determine who the ‘author’ of the four branches of the Mabinogi might have been? Evaluate the main theories that have been proposed in relation to this. 

Overall ideas to consider - What do we know about the Mabinogion? There is not a lot that we can confidently assume or say that we undoubtably know about the Mabinogi as it is such an old text. However, there is a general consensus on the context surrounding the Mabinogi. We can see that the Mabinogion is a compilation of tales and that there are Four Branches. 

Introduction - 
When was it written and what does this mean? Generally, academics tend to agree that the Four Branches of the Mabinogi was written far earlier than the earliest manuscripts from the second half of the thirteenth century seems to suggest. It is generally agreed that the Mabinogi was written around the late 11th – early 12th century. With this context in mind we can begin to consider who may have written the Mabinogion. We can do this by analysing the way in which the Mabinogi is written and its historical context. Outline that there are multiple theories regarding the authorship of the Mabinogi, and that this will be the basis of this essay. Also acknowledge that these theories rely on assumption and historical investigation and not objective evidence.

Main body -

The main body of this essay will consist of looking at the main theories of authorship of the Mabinogion. Each theory will be investigated and evaluated in order to answer the main question: 
Is it possible to determine who the ‘author’ of the four branches of the Mabinogi might have been? It is important to acknowledge the strengths and limitations of each theory.  

Section One – The Mabinogi was written by a monk or someone similar. 

One of the most popular authorship theories being that the Mabinogi was written by a Monk or someone of an ecclesiastical nature. This theory is mainly supported by the fact that the tales of the Mabinogi seem to be, at least on the surface influenced by Christian motifs. Exclamations of ‘God!’ recur throughout the tales, suggesting a Christian backdrop. Though, this is not to be accepted without question. We must look at the context of the time of the Mabinogion’s composition. It is likely that the author would have presented as a Christian, even if it was just publicly, as presenting as believing in native mythology would have proved to have been dangerous due to the fundamental nature of the Christian Church at this time. But it is also important to understand that not all Christian beliefs are impenetrable, and that native beliefs can also be hybridised with Christian mythology. On the contrary, it must also be acknowledged that a flaw in this theory can be the fact that the Christian influence on the tales in the Mabinogi do not penetrate deeper than a surface level. Each of the tales are steeped in native Celtic mythology (for instance, the stories centering around Annwfn and Arawn, the magical huntsman and similar motifs) and this fact cannot be denied. Discuss the ideas of Sir Ivor Williams and his student and how they support this theory. 

Section Two – The Mabinogi was written by a bard. 

Another important theory of the Mabinogi’s authorship is that it was written by a bard. Historically in Wales, a bard’s role was important in preserving traditional mythological tales and songs, and a bard was responsible for relaying native mythological tales and songs to the people of Wales. It is also believed that it is possible that the stories were written in such a way that they were intended to be told orally as stories. It is also believed that it is clear that these stories were recorded by a very skilled storyteller due to the way that these stories were written, and that this fact is further evidence that these stories were written by a bard. However, the perception of written style is subjective, and the supposition of the tales’ purpose can only be based on assumption and interpretation. Discuss the ideas of Dr Gwilym Morus-Baird and how he supports this theory. 

Section Three – The Mabinogi was written by a woman.

This theory gained a lot of media attention as it is the theory that is perhaps the most different to the others. Discuss how this is a controversial theory. Discuss how Andrew Breeze named noblewoman Gwenllian as author of the Mabinogion and the evidence that he thinks supports his case. Does his theory mean that it is possible to determine authorship of the Mabinogion? 

Example draft main body text: 

One theory that gained a lot of media attention was Andrew Breeze’s controversial theory that the Mabinogi was written by a woman. More specifically, Andrew Breeze theorised that it was Princess Gwenllian, daughter of Gruffydd ap Cynan that had written the Mabinogi. In his work, Breeze argues that the role of women in the Mabinogi has been investigated, and so has its authorship, but never has it been theorised that a woman could have written the Mabinogi. One of Breeze’s reasons for theorising this is the style and type of knowledge that the author indulges. As evidence for this, in an incident where Rhiannon thinks that she has lost her son, Breeze states that the author of the story ‘...describes this incident in the women’s quarters with convincingness that might be thought remarkable for a male author. The pathos of the scene where Rhiannon … pleads with the women to tell her the truth … shows a power that would perhaps be surprising if a man had written it.’[footnoteRef:15180]. However, this evidence is based on subjective evidence, much like the rest of his argument. While it could be possible that Gwenllian could have written the Mabinogi in her lifetime (circa 1098-1136), this theory relies on it being true that the Mabinogi was written in the late eleventh to early twentieth century. Further reasoning for Breeze’s theory includes knowledge of details of royal life which are included in the Mabinogi, and the author’s blatant familiarity with native folklore and local geographical knowledge, which it is likely that Gwenllian would have had. It is also possible that Gwenllian would have had the appropriate education that would have made it possible to compose the Mabinogi. But ultimately, it is important to remember that this evidence is just as subjective and based on assumption and educated reasoning as the rest of the theories. It is difficult to say whether any theory of authorship in the Mabinogi will ever be proven correct. As academics, we can all but know for sure, and perhaps the most certain we will ever be will be through cross referencing the Mabinogi’s syntax with its context and making only informed and reasoned claims, which this theory among others certainly is. 

Conclusion - [15180:  Andrew Breeze, The Origin of the Four Branches (Leominster, Herefordshire: Gracewing, 2009) p. 5] 

Summarise each theory and my findings while reiterating the stance taken in the introduction – this time with the support of the main body of the text. 
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