The difference between Human and Animal Souls held within Christian teaching and writing. 

The chosen discipline for the studies is theology, this essay will set to explore the differences, (if any) between a human and animal in regards to possessing a soul, an idea may simply be answered in one line within the writings of Junhyoung Shin whereby he states that the immortality of an animal soul remains unprovable 1. This argument would be the same for Humans basing the idea on a scientific method of proof 2. The idea of a soul is a matter of belief 3. Despite this the topic will be explored to first establish the entity or being of a soul, what differentiates a soul from the natural world in Christian writings. The idea of freewill being the significant or the only difference between mortality in nature and the immortality possessed in a soul 4. 
The topic of choice overall interests me as being a Christian myself I do believe there to be a significant difference between humans and animals with the idea that humans posses free will, where are animals from my observations are limited within this area. Furthermore, the biblical texts differentiating humans from animals and giving humans dominion over animals 5. However, from the study the idea that Humans and animals are both made within Gods image and the translation or this text has been further explored 6. This idea of Humans and animals being a like, along with the scriptures that relate to animal sacrifice and that of a human sacrifice will ultimately draw the study to its conclusion of whether both humans and animals possess a soul and the differences between them 7. 

1  Junhyoung Michael Shin, ‘Buddhist-Christian Studies’, The Souls Of Animals In Christianity And Mahāyāna Buddhism, 39 (2019), 271-288, (p. 272), https://research-ebsco-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/c/onvpsy/viewer/pdf/lbisyo33eb?route=detail, [Accessed 29 October 2024].
2 Oxford University Press, Oxford Learner Dictionairies, (2024), <https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/american_english/science>, [Accessed 1 November 2024]. 
3 Shin, ‘Budhist-Christian Studies’, p. 272. 
4 Francesco Celia, ‘Biblical Anthropology and Doctrine Of The Soul In The Letters Of Isidore Of Pelusium’, 27.2 (2023), 300 – 331, (p.328), < https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/zac-2023-0014/pdf?stream=true>, [Accessed 29 October 2024]. 
5 The Holy Bible Old and New Testament, English Standard Version, Crossway (2001) Genesis 9, 1-7. 
6 Celia, ‘Biblical Anthropology And Doctrine Of The Soul In The Letters Of Isidore Of Pelusium’, p. 311.
7 Genesis 22, 1-19. 
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