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[image: ]Is climate change the biggest threat to humanity? 


One of the biggest questions we face as humans on earth is what is our biggest threat? If you asked a room full of people there would probably be many different answers, when this question was brought forward to me, I tried to think of lots of different answers but the one thing that I couldn’t stop referring to was ... 
(Shaw, 2017)
  Climate change!
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Description automatically generated]“Climate change affects the food we eat, the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the places that provide us with shelter”. (US EPA, 2022)


Check out this short informative video from WHO (world health organisation)



[image: Climate change - one of the biggest global health threats of this century]
Planet that we can’t even live on, that can’t even hold earth on it anymore, to me there is no bigger threat than that.
Crazy climate change facts.
· The hottest decade on record is 2011 – 2020.
· “Human-induced global warming is presently increasing at a rate of 0.2°C per decade.” (European Commission, 2020)
· “We Are Losing 1.2 trillion Tons of Ice Each Year” (Mulhern, 2021)
· “Between 2030 and 2050, climate change is expected to cause approximately 250 000 additional deaths per year, from malnutrition, malaria, diarrhoea and heat stress.” (World Health Organization, 2021)

If we don’t make a big change about how we treat the earth the biggest threat to humankind will be catastrophic and irreversible and the place, we all call home will no longer be habitable. There is no bigger threat to us all than having a 
Climate change is affecting the world in so many ways and if humanity acted efficiently and quickly there could be ways to ‘reverse’ or start to reverse the damage it is causing to the planet, there are many people in the world who don’t believe in climate change and believe it is a myth but scientifically all the facts are there for us to see. There are lots of myths and misconceptions surrounding climate change and many of them are getting in the way of the changes the planet needs. People believe that climate change is a problem for people in the far away future but this is very wrong , climate change is a problem for Today, Tomorrow and every day after that, climate change is something that we as a human race will have to fight against for the rest of all of our lives and our children and our children’s children will be fighting against if the earth can make it that far.
 (Save the Children, n.d.)
Planet that we can’t even live on, that can’t even hold earth on it anymore, to me there is no bigger threat than that.
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Conflict management is an important skill to learn in order to understand that when you’re trying to achieve an end goal or feel passionately about something that other people don’t agree with or believe in that you don’t lose sight of the end goal and get caught up in a argument or conflict about the subject , “Conflict management is an umbrella term for the way we identify and handle conflicts fairly and efficiently. The goal is to minimize the potential negative impacts that can arise from disagreements and increase the odds of a positive outcome.” (Coursera, n.d.) Conflict can open the window for both conflicting parties to educate one another on the topics they disagree on and face the conflict head on, this can lead to more people having the same end goal of helping the planet and the movement of helping the planet will be a bigger and stronger unity. Misinformation surrounding climate change can lead to conflict and it results in people thinking it’s a myth... when the science and the facts speak for themselves.
One of the most important tools we can use in ensuring that the message that needs to be spread is empathy.
What does it mean to be empathetic? “The ability to share someone else's feelings or experiences by imagining what it would be like to be in that person's situation”. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2019). To be able to save the planet for not only us but for the generations after us we need to be able to share their feelings and experiences and imagine that the changes, we are making are for ourselves as well as our decedents. This is a skill that we should be encouraged to practise from as early as nursery as it will shape people into caring about the way we treat people and the way we treat our earth. 
“Empathy with nature is capacity to share the emotional experience of the natural world. An example is the cognitive capacity to understand distress of an animal that is suffering the consequences of pollution of its habitat or the progressive deterioration of a natural environment or resources.” (Tam, 2013).

Education is the most important tool we possess, and this is an amazing way to teach the next generations of the world how to avoid the mistakes their ancestors have made, in school we learn about history and the ways that different events have shaped the world we live in but it’s now time to start teaching young people about the Future! 
How can we teach about the future I hear you ask? If we continue to live the way we are as a species “It estimates that under current national commitments, average temperature increases will range from 2.9C to 3.4C by 2100.” (BBC News, 2019) This may not sound like a massive amount but this will result in UK summers temperature increasing up to 6 degrees meaning the average summer temperature would be 27 degrees, this may sound nice to some but the results of this will be devastating, in areas of water the sea levels will rise and on the other end of the spectrum there will be an increase in droughts causing issues with farming and the way we produce food.
(Birpınar, 2022)
(Shinn, 2019)
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The key factors in design thinking inside and outside of education are to empathise, define, ideate, prototype and test, this person-centred approach is a good strategy when it comes down to problem solving, it creates a solid framework for learning and problem solving in education and is a good way to collect data and research for your chosen topic. “Design thinking is a process designed to help you solve a problem or find a better way of doing something.” (Casey, 2022)
This approach is very human centred and is almost tailored to the specific subject or problem you’re trying to resolve; this approach is not a one shoe fits all approach and research and data collection is important to ensure you are getting the best outcome from your problem solving.
For some real examples of design thinking in the classroom check out this website - https://www.gettingsmart.com/2017/11/03/real-life-examples-of-design-thinking-in-the-clasroom/.
This type of thinking promotes empathy in the classroom which is a skill we can use every day in many different situations, it also promotes the approach that to get the results you want you need to put in the groundwork and do your homework on the topic you are using the strategy on. This way of thinking will open students’ eyes to new things and new ways of doing things and different ways to solve problems and encourages you to think outside the box and be as creative in your learning as possible.

What is design thinking in education?
“Design Thinking is a mindset and approach to learning, collaboration, and problem solving. In practice, the design process is a structured framework for identifying challenges, gathering information, generating potential solutions, refining ideas, and testing solutions.” (tll.gse.harvard.edu, n.d.)

The Pro’s and the cons of design thinking in education.
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“Design thinking can be defined as:
· A human-centred approach 
· A problem-solving process
· An empathetic study
· An experimentation
· A hands-on collaboration”
(Casey, 2022)

What are the disadvantages of design thinking in education?
“Of course, there are obstacles to the use of design thinking in education, such as challenges to teachers and students. Among the challenges teachers face are insufficiency of resources, lack of experience, time constraints, and lack of training.” (Razali et al., 2022)
Not all students are as creative as some and this type of thinking needs a creative mind to come up with ideas , as a result this proves the fact that although it’s a good way of thinking and doing things it doesn’t always suit everyone and that is ok, in education it is important to remember not everyone can be put into the same box and learn in the same way, everyone has different capabilities and different opinions inside and outside of education.
Check out this video about design thinking.
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