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How important is environmental learning to outdoor adventure education?
In this essay I will look at the link between outdoor adventure education and environmental learning. I will start by talking about how instructors can educate people about the places they adventure in and how they can form a connection between them and the location. Secondly I will discuss outdoor adventure educations relationship with climate issues and how it contributes as well as suffers from the environmental changes. Ultimately I will discuss aspects which give environmental learning a place within outdoor adventure education.

Outdoor instructors and educators can spend a large amount of time within the environment they teach. Whether it’s an entire mountain range or a single rock face they will be more in touch with the location than the majority of other people. Wattchow, B. and Brown, M. (2011, p. 199) expresses,
	‘As outdoor educators, developing a sense of connection with places is one of the greatest pedagogical challenges we face. We contend that the development of a place-responsive pedagogy is essential if we are to develop a sound and forward-looking pedagogy that is able to respond to a changing world.’ 
Additionally, they detail that if you are aware of changes that have happened in the past, or in the time you have instructed in an area, you are able to educate others as to how the environment has been affected. Wattchow, B. and Brown, M. (2011) outline the concept of place which is the environment in which an instructor may have grown up in or teaches activities in, the book states ‘We believe that it is vitally important for outdoor educators to understand and foster a sense of connection with the places they live, learn and teach.’ Furthermore, they explain the concept of place by saying ‘The concept of place has to do with how people develop and experience a sense of attachment to particular locations on the Earth’s surface.’ For people to care about the environment they must feel a sense of attachment to it. It is likely that most people have a place they care about whether its local or elsewhere in the world they will express a desire to protect the location. As outdoor educators its possible to develop people’s affection for places where you conduct activities which they may not have experience before. Williams, A. (2018) writes,
	‘Place provides outdoor experiences and learning opportunities that are real and meaningful and through outdoor actives helps learners make a connection to the uniqueness and shared experiences of life that are reflected in that place.’.
The concept of place means that outdoor education can be taught on a local scale within communities, or if someone has travelled, they may be able to experience and assimilate with the local community when on outdoor activities. Similarly, Wattchow and Brown believe that it should be the role of the educator to help a person connect to a place,
	‘The objective for the educator is to facilitate an experience of place so that the learner's connections with it might be fostered and they understand the interconnections between, places and communities.’ Wattchow, B. and Brown, M. (2011, p. 196). Additionally, Barnes, P. and Sharp, B. (2004, p. 159) claims that outdoor education can be used to help develop environmental awareness and give people a value of the natural beauty of the areas that surround them. Moreover, its quoted,
	‘It has been shown that outdoor education has many links with environmental education. It is clear that it has a role to play in encouraging all the elements of awareness to action. It can be argued that outdoor education is even more important in the benefits it offers the broader field of education for sustainability.’ Barnes, P. and Sharp, B. (2004, p. 159).
Williams, A. (2018) details similar ideas:
	‘Connecting to a place means developing an increased understanding and awareness of the place where the outdoor activities occur. I would suggest there are three complementary ways in which connecting to place can be explored: consideration of how the current generation live in and around a particular outdoor place; consideration of the different ways that previous generations have lived their lives in that same outdoor place; and consideration of the concerns and issues that might arise for future generations in that place.’
Wattchow, B. and Brown, M. (2011, p. 197) believe,
	‘Building a ‘better world’, through improved self-knowledge or social relationships, encouraging engagement in the democratic process, or countering the effects of environmental degradation are all worthy aims for outdoor educators.’.
In summary outdoor educators have a unique ability through there wealth of place specific knowledge to form a connection between people and locations. ‘Outdoor education was seen as a way of developing environmental awareness, valuing natural beauty, stimulating the imagination and gaining knowledge.’ Barnes, P. and Sharp, B. (2004, p. 154) This connection can allow the person to develop environmental consciousness for a place they feel attachment too and therefore may act upon the knowledge and or pass it on to someone else. Increasing the amount of people who are environmentally aware will only increase the help with the preservation of natural areas in the future.

In today’s world one of the main concerns shared by people is towards the environment and issues surrounding global warming.
	‘The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) recently released their fourth assessment in climate change. Scientists from around the world concur that system warming is now unequivocal and very likely (more than a 90% chance) due to anthropogenic activities IPCC (2007).’ Plummer, R. (2009, p. 2).
With panels such as the IPCC, which have a worldwide input and influence, its clear that climate change is an issue which effect all aspects of life if the environment is to change. Because outdoor education shares such a link with the environment, it can’t be doubted that there will be change in environments globally where activities are conducted.
	‘Alterations of Earth's climate will have a profound effect on the resource base upon which outdoor recreation relies as well as directly influencing particular outdoor activities.’ Plummer, R. (2009, p. 89), ‘The effects of climate change on outdoor recreation are also not universal as some outdoor recreation activities may benefit while others may be eliminated all together.’ Plummer, R. (2009, p. 90).
This means that for example winter sports may be negatively affected if the average temperature of a location rises and leads to a lack of snow fall. In contrast higher ocean temperature may mean that in colder climates water sports are more viable further into the winter season. While there are many factors that contribute towards climate change outdoor education can be held responsible for being part of the problem. ‘The possibility of outdoor recreation being anti-environment has become a point of debate (Kelly & Freysinger, 2000)’, Plummer, R. (2009, p. 2). Plummer, R. (2009, p. 2) quotes ‘All outdoor recreation activities have an impact on the natural environment. These impacts are often magnified by the fact that participants travel to the activity site and that some of these areas are ecologically sensitive.’ Plummer is highlighting that although activities such as walking may have very little effect to even a local environment, may people use transportation to get to the places they would like to adventure in. Additionally, outdoor activities can harm the local areas that they are conducted in. Bisson, C. and Stremba, R. (2009, p. 375) writes ‘As outdoor adventure pursuits increase in popularity, so too does the strain that visitors place on our natural areas.’ Even for example walking can harm and environment as visitors can leave litter and the more foot traffic that passes through an area means greater erosion to the trails. Examples of the rate at which population growth could become a problem can be looked at.
	‘Today, one in five Americans report camping at least once a year; this constitutes over 60 million user-nights in wilderness lands. With camping predicted to increase by 77% by 2040 and day hiking to explode by almost 200%, a finite amount of wilderness land will experience an ever-increasing user base (Ewert and Hollenhorst 1997).’ Bisson, C. and Stremba, B. (2009, p. 375).
Barnes, P. and Sharp, B. (2004, p. 153) quotes ‘Sustainable use of the environment is not simply about reducing the wear and tear on sites but represents significant changes to our values both at personal and organisational levels.’ There is concern that if people don’t take care when on activities in nature they may cause long tern harm to the environments they visit. Plummer, R. (2009, p. 2) states ‘Most importantly, the prospects for outdoor recreation hinge on the engagement of people in the process of transformative change.’ As environmental concerns increase there is also increasing support for conservation. Barnes, P. and Sharp, B. (2004, p. 150) quote,
	‘One organisation that has been active in this field for nearly 20 years is the Adventure and Environmental Awareness Group’, ‘The group argues that direct experience in the outdoors encourages an interest in conservation and at the same time greater awareness of the richness and interrelatedness of the environment enhances the outdoor experience. There are questions raised about what good ways are to educate people as to how to treat the environment. Furthermore Barnes, P. and Sharp, B. (2004, p. 151) writes,
	‘One successful method of raising awareness of environmental issues and suggesting appropriate actions is through guidelines and codes of practice.’, ’national bodies for outdoor sports, such as fell running, canoeing and caving have produced statements and codes on their use of the environment. Recently some organisations have put forward ‘charters’ asking for stronger commitments from Adventure and Environmental Awareness Group’s ‘Environmental Charter for Outdoor Users in the Lake District’ which has been endorsed by the Lake District National Park Authority, the National Trust and Field Studies Council. This charter encourages outdoor education and awareness, for example, by giving groups ‘an understanding about how the landscape, plants, animals and we are interrelated.’.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall it is clear that climate change is a problem affecting outdoor adventure education and likewise outdoor adventure education has an impact on the environment. There are ways to help this problem, mainly organisations and outdoor leaders educating people on how to conduct themselves when out on adventures or recreational activities in nature. ‘Outdoor education and interpretation play a particularly important role in this regard as they aim to develop understanding, reveal underlying meaning, foster appreciation, and ultimately instil a sense of responsibility toward the natural environment.’ Plummer, R. (2009, p. 353).
In conclusion, there is a place for environmental learning within outdoor adventure education. Outdoor adventure education is very connected with the environment and therefore is able to be used to educate people about environmental concerns and problems. This primary comes down to the instructors taking a responsibility to educate participants when on activities. They can do this by using their knowledge about the activities location to explain how the environment is affected. Furthermore, they can follow codes of conduct, that are in line with guides set out by organisations such as national parks, which explain how to minimise harm to the environment when on recreational activities or adventure.
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