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My dissertation proposal has been influenced by how graphic design has its impact on sport in the last ten years. I will be covering all kinds of theories and looking at in depth evidence on how sport has been affected by graphic design. We tend to take graphic design for granted in life.  We encounter graphic design every single day and we do not notice it. Graphic design is all around us and some people would wonder why or how graphic design could have anything to do with sport. Without graphic design in sport it would be a very different question. Design has become essential in sport currently and there are so many examples of this, which I will be showing you throughout this dissertation proposal. I have three key words for this proposal, and I will be breaking them down and explain them in further detail. My three key words are Sport, Influence and design. My aim is that by the end of this dissertation you will understand the true value of graphic design in sport and how it is advertised and shown. The best way I can show you is by lots of different examples with images. Visually is the best which is great way to reference graphic design. Graphic design is all about the visual aspect and concepts people on an emotionally and creative level. We need graphic design and we need to convey. It’s a message clearly and effectively. Graphic design is to combine art and technology in order to communicate with other people and in this day and age with all the younger generation so heavily involved with technology it is vital
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When we talk about sport, we don’t associate it with graphic design. In the world of sport there are very talented people and teams. Graphic design has a major part to play in the success of these individuals or teams. Take this photograph for example, this is the logo for the “New York Yankees” which are one of the most famous and well know sporting teams in the world. This logo was designed in 1950. It feels like an eternity ago, but the graphic element has changed multiple times over the years, due to the development of graphic design and so it can stay modern and relevant to today’s designs. No matter how much this brand has changed, one thing remains the same. It still has that chrematistic of an old school effect. Graphic design has not only carried this brand for centuries, it has kept the heritage and the true meaning of the brand which the “New York Yankees”. Fans and people all over the world expect quality from their legendary baseball team.
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Over the year’s trends come and go people tend to get bored very easily. Things that worked last week need to be changed and refreshed in order to up with standards and trends, but it doesn’t always work. Money has a major part to play with everything we do. Money has a huge impact on graphic design and advertising. Take this image as shown above. This image is the 2018 national jersey of the Scottish rugby team. Now, as we can see there is nothing blatantly wrong with this jersey. It has the Scottish colours and logo on it. Now let me give you a quick run through of the Scotland national rugby team. They are ranked 11th in the IRB (International Rugby Board) world rankings today. They compete in the Guinness six nations tournament every year with teams such as Wales, England, Ireland, Italy and France and on average they finish last or second to last every year. Due to lack of funding and lack of ambition, rugby isn’t favoured in Scotland and they haven’t been winning any trophies as of late. This jersey does not represent a wealthy successful team. This jersey is a very dull and boring looking design. As mentioned earlier it is all down to money. Scotland are not a wealthy team so they can only afford the minimum. This jersey represents who they are as a team and represents that they have not been for filling their full potential as of yet. Scotland are a tier one team but they seem to struggle when they come up against the bigger opposition. 
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Let me show you another example this image above is the New Zealand All Blacks rugby jersey and immediately we can see a significant difference. Let me again give you a quick run through of the background of this team. The New Zealand all blacks are known as gods in the world of rugby. Any team that come face to face to face with all blacks they will always be the underdog going into that match up. They are virtually unbeatable. They have won back to back rugby world cups and have been ranked the number one team in the world for over a century. They rarely loose and have a winning percentage of 90% on average per year. You can see what I mean on what kind of team the All Blacks are. That kind of dominance and presence shows within their jersey. The first thing we notice is their brand adidas one of the most successful and wealthiest brands on the planet. If you take the brand from the Scottish rugby team which is macron there isn’t any comparison. Macron are a new up and coming brand and adidas are a household name for when it comes to sport and leisure wear and have been so for the last twenty years. If we go back to the image of the New Zealand jersey you can immediately see the difference. The details on the New Zealand jersey with native Maori symbols it just shows the heritage and presence of this team. When you look at both images side by side you can immediately see the difference and that’s the power of graphic design. It can create that mindset by just putting it across on a simple piece of clothing. People tend to overlook the importance of graphic design in sport but with these simple examples it can show how graphic design has truly influenced sport. We don’t only see graphic design on jerseys in sport. Graphic design is also used in a great way to advertise in sport. If you went to a football game for example and had a look around the stadium you would see evidence of graphic design all around you. On the billboards on pre match programs you buy. Everything would be an advert. Even if you would watch any sport at home you would see motion graphics before the show would start. When you’re watching for example football on the television and the motion graphics start for the pre match build up. It gets your hart pumping. It gives you that shot of adrenaline for the game your about to encounter. It gives you that feeling that you’re in the stadium live watching it in person. That’s a sign of great motion graphic. It gets you involved when your sitting within the comfort of your own home. 
(Lexie Lu.)
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There are many sport influences around the world in all kinds of different sports. Such as Dwayne The Rock Johnson, David Beckham and many more. Us as the fans of these various different sports are inspired by these people. Many people around the world have a love for all kinds of different sports and those influences are the reason why some people get into their chosen sport or even watch that sport. For example, lets take Dwayne The Rock Johnson. He is a former NFL football player and WWE professional wrestler. He still to this very day is the very reason why many people around the globe get up in the morning and follow their dreams whatever they may be. He has earned the trust of the people and instilled the belief in them that they can achieve anything if they put their mind to it. How does he do this? By not just being one of the most famous and wealthiest people in the world but also with the power of graphic design. He connects to people every day through graphic design. Whether its through his social media, Instagram, Twitter, Facebook. Or its through his merchandise he influences people every day. Now without graphic design he would not be able to sell his merchandise all over the world. He would not be able to share thousands of videos with his fans. He wouldn’t simply be able to connect to the people and be able to inspire them. The fans want access beyond the game they want access to their influence’s everyday life and that what graphic design can do. It can make those people feel closer and more inspired than ever before. 
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In the last 10 years sports and activities are on the rise all over the world. People are prioritizing their health. Perhaps the reason on why more people are turning to sports is the innovations in the sports industry. New technology such as social media like I eluded to earlier. Its allowing the people to have inspiration and guidance to get them on to the right track. It isn’t just people who can influence. It can be brands also. People buy into brands they trust their brands such as Nike and Adidas. These are the two most powerful brands in the sports industry today. Their design are second to none and the people have come to expect that from these top quality brands. We buy into the brand. When we walk around the gym wearing our brand-new Adidas t shirt or our brand-new Nike Air trainers, we feel invincible. We feel like we are ready to take on the world. Why? It’s no different from walking around wearing any other t shirt or any other trainers. But in our minds, we are on top of the world because that’s what these top-quality brands have instilled in us and it begins with graphic design. It’s basically semiotics. When we see the colour red for example, we associate it with danger and pain. When we see these brand logos, we associate them with greatness and achievement. It’s a very powerful thing. When these brands collaborate with some of these powerful influences then that’s where the true power lies. Which is why you see the likes of Dwayne The Rock Johnson collaborate with Under Armour and Real Madrid with Adidas. They combine to make one unstoppable force that can influence the world together. 
Caleb Ward. (2016). 
[image: ]





Graphic design is a beautiful thing. It can connect on so many different levels. Graphic design is at its best when its experienced in an instant. That’s why it works so well with sport because they complement each other so well. When we see something that catches our eye and sticks in our mind then that’s at its very best. There are many different types of graphic design used in sport today. Such as motion graphics which I touched on earlier and physical graphics. They both have the one purpose and that is basically telling a story through text, images, animation or even video. All of these are methods used in sporting world to make it reach its fullest potential. Graphic design can be also used is so many ways but must be used correctly. Good graphic design such as something as simple as having a logo. It must make a great first impression on people. People will always have choices. It’s important to know this. You can choose to represent your brand and it can set you apart from the rest of the completion. Good or bad good graphic design stands out in the minds of decision makers. Good graphic design can influence their choices. Subconsciously people by nature associate with what looks good and what makes them feel good.

On my conclusion of this dissertation proposal. ive covered the following how graphic design has influenced sport. I’ve covered many different aspects and discussed different theory’s on how graphic design has impacted sport. I’ve discussed my three key words which are Design, Sport and Influenced in depth and explained my reasoning behind my question. I have reason to believe that graphic design is one of the key factors in sport and helps makes it what it is today. Without graphic design the world would be a very different place. There would be no direction no choices it would be madness. People every day underestimate the importance of graphic design. Its all around us everything that we do in life is influenced by graphic design. We are blessed to be living in a life where graphic design is at its very best and it can only get better. With technology improving at a rapid rate I can only imagine what the future will bring for the world of graphic design and sport.
My question 
[bookmark: _GoBack]How has Graphic Design influenced sport in the last 10 years?
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