Examine the concept of “policing by consent,” why is it important and how does it impact society. Consider the impact of past historical incidents and their role in shaping the idea of “policing by consent.”

Policing by Consent is the concept that the police would not be able to function without the general public's consent. This essay will look at and examine the concept of Policing by Consent, looking at why it is important and how it impacts society. This essay will consider past historical incidents such as the Brixton Riots and the Scarman report and their role in creating the idea of policing by consent.
[bookmark: _Int_0MleNgof]The concept of policing by consent was initially introduced in 1829, when Sir Robert Peel introduced the Metropolitan Policing Act, therefore creating the metropolitan police force and creating a move from a more militarized, fear-based policing approached to an approach which was a lot more civilized and was more focused on the human rights of the public. This gave the impression that the police were a civilian force in the community rather than a military presence. At first, the police force in 1829 was critiscised by the British public due to the fact that they thought it was going to be used as a form of oppression (BBC Bitesize, n.d.) This shows that at first, the British Public were skeptical of the new police force and that the police had to earn their trust.
[bookmark: _Int_vO3kgXCq]Furthermore, one major historical event that led to the shaping of “policing by Consent” were the Brixton riots of 1981, The Brixton riots were the first large scale racial confrontation between the black British community and the police (Brenton, 2019) In April of 1981, there was an increase in Stop and Searches in the Brixton area which caused fear and discomfort in the Brixton community, namely the Black community as the majority of searches were on Black individuals, in the 5 days leading up to the riots, there were 943 recorded stop and searches. This created high tension between the local youths and the police officers. Then on the 10th of April 1981, the first day of the riots begun when two officers were trying to help an injured man when a group of youths misunderstood what was going on and mistook it for harassment, the youths proceeded to attack the vehicle, which caused an uproar with crowds of more youths coming to assist causing more hostility towards the officers, this hostility seemed to calm when police reinforcements arrived at the scene although tensions were still high. On the 11th and 12th of April, more extreme violence was conducted such as missiles being thrown at police vehicles and local shops and businesses being destroyed and looted. Over the 2 days, 7,000 police officers had been involved, arresting 282 people, most of which were black individuals. Following the riots, a review was conducted by Lord Leslie George Scarman which led to the production of the Scarman’s report.
The Scarman report concluded that the police had become too remote from their communities and that the public in these communities should have more say in the introduction and use of policing policies (Britannica, 2019) The report also blamed the police for escalating the tensions and stated that in future, law enforcement agencies should consult and cooperate with the Brixton Community (Brenton, 2019). The Scarman report led to the abolition of the “Sus” Law in August of 1981. This abolition is incredibly important when it comes to modern policing and how stop and search powers are used as the sus law was based off assumption and bias towards what officers believed a criminal looked like. This law's abolition was one of the factors that led to the creation of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE). Section 1 of PACE states the rules and proper practice surrounding the stop and search powers of a police constable. These include the fact that a police constable cannot stop and search a person or vehicle without reasonable suspicion that they will find stolen or prohibited items. 
Why is policing by consent important? Policing in the UK only works due to a consensus that the police force has universal support from the public. Without this support from the public, the police would be forced to be overly forceful which would then lead to riots, as seen in the Brixton Riots of 1981. So, policing by consent is important because it is what keeps both the police and the public safe from unnecessary violence. 
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