Consider the significance of Khadijah and her role in the life of Muhammad.   Reflect on the dates and contexts in which she operated, and also how she is represented in sources.
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Sources

It is not easy to find information about Khadijah. Although some sources[footnoteRef:1] suggest that Sura 93 is making a direct reference to Khadijah[footnoteRef:2], she is not mentioned in the Qur’an by name. However, it is clear that Khadijah was a significant person in the development of Islam. She is mentioned in the Hadith in at least four passages: According to Al-Bukhari (3610), the Angel Gabriel spoke to Muhammad about Khadijah’s entrance into paradise;[footnoteRef:3] she is also mentioned in the context of being amongst the best of women in Paradise (Musnad Ahmad, 2896);[footnoteRef:4] we also have evidence from Sahih Bukari (5658) that Aisha was extremely jealous of Khadijah;[footnoteRef:5] and we learn from Al-Adab Al-Mufrad (232) that, even after Khadijah’s passing, Muhammad was still always kind to her friends.[footnoteRef:6] It is clear from these extracts from the Hadith that Khadijah was an extremely significant person in the life of the prophet. [1:  F. E. Peters, Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, SUNY Series in Near Eastern Studies (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1994), p. 137.]  [2:  M. A. S. Abdel Haleem, The Qur’an, 2010 reprint with corrections (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008), chaps 93:7-8.]  [3:  Abu Amina Elias, ‘Hadith on Khadija: Gabriel Comes to Inform the Prophet about Khadija’s Entrance into Paradise’, Daily Hadith Online, 2012 <https://abuaminaelias.com/dailyhadithonline/2012/10/05/hadith-on-khadija-gabriel-comes-to-inform-the-prophet-about-khadijas-entrance-into-paradise/> [accessed 25 May 2019].]  [4:  Abu Amina Elias, ‘Hadith on Women: Four Best Women in Paradise’, Daily Hadith Online, 2018 <https://abuaminaelias.com/dailyhadithonline/2018/03/18/four-best-women-jannah/> [accessed 25 May 2019].]  [5:  Abu Amina Elias, ‘Hadith on Khadija: Aisha Was Jealous of Khadija Bint Khuwaylid for Receiving the Glad Tidings of Paradise’, Daily Hadith Online, 2012 <https://abuaminaelias.com/dailyhadithonline/2012/10/05/hadith-on-khadija-aisha-was-jealous-of-khadija-bint-khuwaylid-for-receiving-the-glad-tidings-of-paradise/> [accessed 25 May 2019].]  [6:  Abu Amina Elias, ‘Hadith on Friendship: The Prophet Would Be Kind to His Wife’s Friends Even after She Passed Way’, Daily Hadith Online, 2012 <https://abuaminaelias.com/dailyhadithonline/2012/10/15/hadith-on-friendship-the-prophet-would-be-kind-to-his-wifes-friends-even-after-she-passed-way/> [accessed 25 May 2019].] 

However, there is very little modern scholarship on the role Khadijah played in the development of Islam. There are many non-academic interpretations of her legacy, many of which are controversial; in fact, one of the interesting aspects of on-line research is the number of sites supposedly about Khadijah that are no longer available. Alaa Murebit makes the point that she herself, when growing up, had very little knowledge of Khadijah, and points the finger of blame to the patriarchal culture found in some Islamic states, which ignores the contributions that women have made to Islam.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  TED, What Islam Really Says about Women | Alaa Murabit <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FETryXMpDl8> [accessed 24 May 2019].] 

Life Before Muhammad 

Khadijah was (arguably) born in 565AD, into a line through which she was distantly related to Muhammad, through both her mother and father.[footnoteRef:8] (App.1) She was, according to some sources, widowed twice,[footnoteRef:9] though other sources suggest that her second marriage was dissolved,[footnoteRef:10] and others argue that Muhammad was her first husband,[footnoteRef:11] the daughters she brought to their marriage being her sister's. Some sources suggest that she gave birth to a son by her first husband who was named after his father, Hind, who came to be one of Muhammad’s closest friends.[footnoteRef:12] Khadijah went on to have daughters but, as suggested earlier, there is some disagreement about whether her second husband fathered these daughters or whether they were, in fact, her nieces. There is a general agreement that she and Muhammad were, together, the parents of Fatima.[footnoteRef:13]  [8:  Yasin T. Al-Jibouri, ‘Khadijah, Daughter of Khuwaylid, Wife of Prophet Muhammad’, Al-Islam.Org, 2013 <https://www.al-islam.org/articles/khadijah-daughter-khuwaylid-wife-prophet-muhammad-yasin-t-al-jibouri> [accessed 24 May 2019].]  [9:  Al-Jibouri.]  [10:  Mona Siddiqui in ‘Beyond Belief - Khadijah - BBC Sounds’, sec. 2 min 40 sec <https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b0938k8z> [accessed 24 May 2019].]  [11:  Mazher Shaikh, ‘Welcome to Shia Islam: Shia View on Status of Umm Khadija Tul Kubra’, Welcome to Shia Islam, 2013 <https://welcometoshiaislam.blogspot.com/2013/07/shia-view-on-status-of-umm-khadija-tul.html> [accessed 25 May 2019].]  [12:  Al-Jibouri.]  [13:  Al-Jibouri.] 

	Khadijah grew up and lived in Mecca. This was a place that welcomed all the tribes of Arabia to pray to their many idols and the economy of Mecca was based on the trade that grew partly out of pilgrimage. We know that her cousin, Waraqah ibn Nawfal, was a Christian, who is said by some sources to have translated the Bible into Arabic,[footnoteRef:14] but there is no evidence that Khadijah herself was a Christian. [14:  Al-Jibouri.] 

We learn from Ibn Ishaq[footnoteRef:15] that, in adulthood, Khadijah lived a life as a wealthy businesswoman, in Mecca,[footnoteRef:16] and traded across the region. This would have been extremely unusual in such a patriarchal society.[footnoteRef:17]  [15:  ʻAbd al-Malik Ibn Hishām, Muḥammad Ibn Isḥāq, and Alfred Guillaume, The Life of Muhammad: A Translation of Isḥāq’s Sīrat Rasūl Allāh (Karachi ; New York: Oxford University Press, 2001), p. 82.]  [16:  Martin Lings, Muhammad: His Life Based on the Earliest Sources (New York: Inner Traditions Internat. Ltd, 1991), p. 34.]  [17:  ‘Beyond Belief - Khadijah - BBC Sounds’, sec. 7min.] 

Khadijah was one of the richest women in the Quraysh and she had great dignity[footnoteRef:18]. She relied on others to carry her goods and she heard how honest and trustworthy Muhammad, a distant cousin of hers,[footnoteRef:19] was, so Khadijah sent for him and offered him work. On the first trip she also sent Maysarah, to monitor Muhammad’s behaviour.[footnoteRef:20] During the trip, Maysarah, one of her trusted servants, observed Muhammad to be an honest man but more than that, he noticed that Muhammad was protected by angels, and was observed to have holy powers.[footnoteRef:21] [footnoteRef:22] Lings suggests that Khadijah was attracted to Muhammad even before she had heard Maysarah's account of their journey, and asked her friend, Nufaysah, to approach Muhammad on her behalf to try and arrange a marriage between them, and it was only after this, suggests Lings,[footnoteRef:23] that Maysarah informed Khadijah of Muhammad's apparent holiness. Muhammad physical attractiveness is also mentioned in Kahn[footnoteRef:24] and Al-Jibouri.[footnoteRef:25] However, Iban Ishaq makes no mention of the conversation between Nufaysah and Khadijah, instead focussing on Khadijah's view of Muhammad as trustworthy, honest, and truthful.[footnoteRef:26] In a particularly beautiful passage, Khadijah is quoted as saying to Muhammad: [18:  Ibn Hishām, Ibn Isḥāq, and Guillaume, p. 82.]  [19:  Lings, p. 34.]  [20:  Mona Siddiqui in ‘Beyond Belief - Khadijah - BBC Sounds’, sec. 7min 2sec.]  [21:  Lings, p. 34.]  [22:  Ibn Hishām, Ibn Isḥāq, and Guillaume, p. 82.]  [23:  Lings, p. 35.]  [24:  Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, Muhammad, Seal of the Prophets (London ; Boston: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1980), p. 19.]  [25:  Al-Jibouri.]  [26:  Ibn Hishām, Ibn Isḥāq, and Guillaume, p. 82.] 

‘“Son of mine uncle, I love thee for thy kinship with me, and for that thou art ever in the centre, not being a partisan amongst the people for this or for that; and I love thee for thy trustworthiness and for the beauty of thy character and the truth of thy speech.”’[footnoteRef:27]  [27:  Ibn Ishaq cited Lings, p. 35. ] 


 Leila Ahmed offers support to the idea that Khadijah may have had a high degree of agency.[footnoteRef:28]  She argues that there are indications that women at that time could take the lead role in events and we know that Khadijah was a strong businesswoman with a high level of autonomy. Ahmed also points out that Khadijah was a strong confident woman before she meets Muhammad, and so it was not Islamic ideas that shaped her character and behaviour. Amed suggests that her autonomy was a reflection of Jahilia, rather than Islamic, practices. [footnoteRef:29] She argues that it was only with the rise of Islam, that women’s role was curtailed.[footnoteRef:30] However, this view is challenged by, for example, Robert Gleave, who argues that Islamic law actually improved the position of women in Arabian society.[footnoteRef:31] Whatever the general position of women at the time, it could be argued that given that Khadijah was wealthy, older and had a high social status she would have had to have taken the initiative to ask for marriage to Muhammad. Rania Hafaz argues that this would have been very unusual; Khadijah would have been challenging the social norms of a strongly patriarchal society. [footnoteRef:32] Either way, it is clear that Khadijah was a strong, autonomous woman.  [28:  Leila Ahmed, Women and Gender in Islam: Historical Roots of a Modern Debate, New ed, p. 42.]  [29:  Ahmed, p. 42.]  [30:  Ahmed, p. 42.]  [31:  Robert Gleave, in,‘In Our Time - Islamic Law and Its Origins - BBC Sounds’, sec. 6min:56sec <https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b010t69b> [accessed 27 May 2019].]  [32:  Rania Hafaz in ‘Beyond Belief - Khadijah - BBC Sounds’, sec. 5min 17sec.] 

	Lings, citing Ibn Sa’d, says that when asked whether he would be happy to marry Khadijah, Mohammud replied ‘”I am willing”’.[footnoteRef:33]  [33:  Lings, p. 35.] 

The Marriage
[image: Untitled:Users:user1:Desktop:Khadija-Daughter-of-Khuwaylid%201.jpg]
 Fig 1. Photo showing Khadijah’s house, where Muhammad lived and Fatima was born. It was demolished in 1992.[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Al-Jibouri.] 


	Khadijah was not the first woman with whom Muhammad had considered marriage,[footnoteRef:35] but the marriage seems to have been a happy one.[footnoteRef:36] Unusually for these times, it was a monogamous marriage.[footnoteRef:37] Soon after her marriage to Muhammad, Khadijah was able to give up her life as a merchant/trader and she and Muhammad were able to pursue their interests.[footnoteRef:38] It was at this time that Muhammad began to spend more time in spiritual pursuits; Khadijah understood Muhammad's spiritual needs, even taking him food when he was on retreat.[footnoteRef:39]  [35:  Lings, p. 33.]  [36:  Lings, p. 37.]  [37:  ‘Beyond Belief - Khadijah - BBC Sounds’, sec. 5min 02sec.]  [38:  Al-Jibouri.]  [39:  Fatima Barkatulla in ‘Beyond Belief - Khadijah - BBC Sounds’, sec. 10min 15 sec.] 

Khadijah’s role in the First Revelation

	After Muhammad's first Revelation, when he arrived home shivering and in fear, Khadijah reassured him that Allah would not humiliate such an honest and generous person.[footnoteRef:40]  At this point Khadijah became Muhammad's rock, and would remain so until her death.[footnoteRef:41] After Muhammad’s solution to the arguments about who should replace the stone after the renovation of the Ka’bah, Waraqah warned that Muhammad would be cast out of Mecca and war would be made upon him.[footnoteRef:42] For Khadijah, this must have been a challenging thought, as she was a well-respected woman in the community, accustomed to a life of comfort, who now faced the prospect of losing her place in that community. The last thing Mecca wanted was a challenge to the polytheism on which their economy was based, and neither was a message of social justice welcome in a city which had wide differences in wealth, and which allowed slave ownership.[footnoteRef:43] So, once Muhammad began to preach equality, social justice and monotheism, he and his group were, as Waraqua had predicted, persecuted. For the next three years of Khadijah's life her wealth financed the group, who were not allowed to trade and were forced to live in a narrow valley outside Mecca, called Shi’b.[footnoteRef:44]  They were isolated and boycotted by Meccan society.[footnoteRef:45] Some sources argue that this was the time that Islam was at its lowest ebb.[footnoteRef:46]  [40:  Khan, p. 24.]  [41:  Asad Zaman in ‘Beyond Belief - Khadijah - BBC Sounds’, sec. 11min 20 sec.]  [42:  Lings, p. 44.]  [43:  Rania Hafaz in ‘Beyond Belief - Khadijah - BBC Sounds’.]  [44:  Khan, p. 55.]  [45:  ‘Khadijatul Kubra, A Short Story of Her Life’, Al-Islam.Org, 2015, chap. 12 <https://www.al-islam.org/khadijatul-kubra-sayyid-ali-asghar-razwy> [accessed 24 May 2019].]  [46:  Khan, p. 55.] 

Some commentators[footnoteRef:47] have argued that Sura 93[footnoteRef:48] indicates that Khadijah's wealth helped Muhammad in his prophetic mission. There is a saying that ‘”Islam did not rise except through Ali’s sword and Khadijah's wealth”’.[footnoteRef:49] However, other commentators, such as Ibn Ishak, do not discuss the riches and prosperity that followed from his marriage to Khadijah.[footnoteRef:50]  [47:  Peters, p. 137.]  [48:  Abdel Haleem, chaps 93:6-8.]  [49:  Al-Jibouri.]  [50:  Peters, p. 138.] 

Khadijah’s death

	After three years in exile, in 619, Muhammad and Khadijah returned to Mecca. Khadijah’s health was in a poor state and she soon after this passed away.[footnoteRef:51] At this point, all Khadijah's money had gone and there was not even enough left to buy a shroud for Khadijah; she was buried in Muhammad’s cloak.[footnoteRef:52]  [51:  ‘Khadijatul Kubra, A Short Story of Her Life’, chap. 12.]  [52:  Shaikh, chap. 12.] 
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Fig. 2   Photo of Dome over Khadijah’s grave, which is now demolished.[footnoteRef:53] [53:  Al-Jibouri.] 


	Ibn Ishaq tells us that Khadijah's death was a huge loss to Muhammad and their community of believers ‘…for she had been a faithful support to him in Islam, and he used to tell her of his troubles’.[footnoteRef:54]  It would not have been surprising if Muhammad was devastated by her death, as Khadijah had been his financial support, mother of his children; she was the first to believe in him as a prophet, was the first convert to Islam, and they were both faithful to one another at a time when polygamy was the norm.[footnoteRef:55] [54:  Ibn Hishām, Ibn Isḥāq, and Guillaume, p. 191.]  [55:  Maxime Rodinson and Anne Carter, Mohammed (Great Britain: Penguin Books, 1971), p. 134.] 
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Fig. 3 Mausoleum Khadijah, Jannatul Mualla cemetery, in Mecca, before its destruction by Saud [footnoteRef:56]  [56:  ‘Khadija Bint Khuwaylid’, Wikipedia, 2019 <https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Khadija_bint_Khuwaylid&oldid=898383570> [accessed 25 May 2019].] 
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Fig. 4 Khadijah's grave after 1925 destruction[footnoteRef:57] [57:  Shaikh.] 


Khadijah and the Sunni-Shi'a schism

	Khadijah is viewed in many different ways, often depending on the position you take on Islam; there are particular disagreements between Sunni and Shia Muslims about the details of Khadijah's life. Information gained from Shia websites states that Khadijah was a 25 or 28 year-old virgin at the time she and Muhammad married and that Fatima was their only biological daughter. They would argue that the other daughters were in fact the children of her older sister. In contrast, the Sunni position is that Khadijah was 40 when she married Muhammad, had been married twice before and that she had three other daughters from previous marriages, as well as Fatima.[footnoteRef:58]  [58:  Shaikh.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Sunni position treats Khadijah in a less idealised way. This possibly ties into who would become the next leader after Muhammad passes. Shias believe that Ali ibn Abi Talib, Fatima’s husband, should have been Mohammud's successor as spiritual leader while the Sunni’s believe that it was right for Abu Bakr, Ayesha’s father to be the first Caliph. [footnoteRef:59] It is possible to argue that these factions mirror the disagreements between Khadijah and Ayesha; we know from the Hadith that Ayesha was bitterly jealous of Khadijah, even after her death.[footnoteRef:60] (App.2) [59:  Peters, p. 255.]  [60:  Elias, ‘Hadith on Khadija’.] 

	The issue of Khadijah’s age at marriage has been analysed in depth by Waqar Akber Cheema.[footnoteRef:61] He notes that there are many sources debating Khadijah’s age at the time of her marriage to Muhammad but the most likely options are 28 and 40. The people who have said that Khadijah was 40 at the time of her marriage was a nephew Hakim bin Hizam, and another was Nufaysah bint Munya, but both are reported as hearsay.[footnoteRef:62] There is also evidence that Khadijah died at the age of 65 and working backwards this would have made her 40 at the time of her marriage. There are two accounts giving Khadijah's age at marriage as 28. Perhaps one could assume that Khadijah would not be 40 at the point she married Muhammad, as it would not be likely that she would then have given birth to 7 children. Chema discounts this biological argument suggesting that it was perfectly common for Arab women to have babies later on in life.[footnoteRef:63] However, if we do accept the biological argument, then we should also accept that some of the children she brought up were biologically her sister’s, or from a previous marriage. [61:  Waqar Akbar, ‘Khadija’s Age at the Time of Her Marriage with the Prophet: 40 or 28?’, ICRAA, 2016 <https://icraa.org/the-age-of-khadija-at-the-time-of-her-marriage-with-the-prophet/> [accessed 26 May 2019].]  [62:  Akbar.]  [63:  Akbar.] 

Islam, Khadijah and gender relationships

	For some people, Khadijah is a role model for Muslim women, suggesting that women ought to be like mothers to their husbands and to be homemakers and be there to support their husbands.[footnoteRef:64] For others, Khadijah shows how a Muslim woman can be strong and autonomous, but still be supportive and loving.[footnoteRef:65]  [64:  Tabassum, ‘Be Like Khadijah – 4 Traits A Wise Wife Should Have’, About Islam, 2018 <http://aboutislam.net/reading-islam/living-islam/be-like-khadijah-4-traits-a-wise-wife-should-have/> [accessed 25 May 2019].]  [65:  TED.] 

	In a broadcast discussion, Imam Asad Zaman, a teacher in Manchester, described how learning about Khadijah changed his way of thinking about women and his relationship with own wife. He argued that his study of Khadijah had made him realise that it was his cultural heritage, and not his religion, which had influenced his attitude towards women.[footnoteRef:66] Khadijah is often used as an example to demonstrate that Muhammad had a mutually supportive and equal relationship with his wife, Khadijah, but Mona Siddiqui[footnoteRef:67] challenges the relevance of this view, suggesting that, for most Muslim men, the wives of Muhammad are distant remote figures who have no relationship to the women they are living amongst today.[footnoteRef:68] What is more, she argues, Khadijah was not just any woman, she was a wealthy woman of high status and had self-autonomy because of that, and further, she was not a Muslim when she meet Muhammad.  [66:  Asad Zaman in ‘Beyond Belief - Khadijah - BBC Sounds’, sec. 20min 15 sec.]  [67:  Mono Siddiqui in ‘Beyond Belief - Khadijah - BBC Sounds’.]  [68:  Mona Siddiqui in ‘Beyond Belief - Khadijah - BBC Sounds’, sec. 21min 15 sec.] 

Conclusion

	Disagreements about Khadijah's marital status at the time of her marriage to Muhammad, her personal role in the rise of Islam, and the role her wealth played in the success of Muhammad's mission, reflect a lack of authoritative source material about Khadijah, the need to interpret much of the material, and also divisions within the Islamic tradition. What is more, biographical details focus on her relationship with Muhammad and therefore reflect the patriarchal nature of much of the scholarship. 
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‘Khadijatul Kubra, A Short Story of Her Life’, Al-Islam.Org, 2015 <https://www.al-islam.org/khadijatul-kubra-sayyid-ali-asghar-razwy> [accessed 24 May 2019]
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