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1 [bookmark: _Toc61695510]Introduction

Having been out of formal education for the last 8 years, starting the Construction Management BSc on 29/09/2020 with extremely limited knowledge or experience of the industry was always going to lead to a fast-paced start. After a challenging year with Covid-19, University lectures started online via Microsoft Teams, personally I found this difficult to come to terms with. Having been in an environment where all teaching and interaction was done face to face, adapting to this way of teaching did not feel natural. 
Being handed three assignments within the first two weeks of studying on this course at the time was worrying. On top of having to research the information to put into these assignments, I also had to learn how to write in an academic style and how to research effectively. Through starting the assignments and spending time writing and researching, I began to feel more confident with what I was writing down and the time it was taking me to find relevant information.
[bookmark: _Toc61695511] 2	Experience and Learning
	
2.1	Module One.
‘Fundamentals of Construction,’ is one module I have studied within the first 3 months of University. This Module, like all, was sub-divided into two parts; Sub structure and Superstructure. I found studying Sub-Structure and writing a report on a potential site in Swansea informative. From having next to no experience in this industry it was interesting to see what exactly goes into a site before it is built on and what different roles are involved in getting a site approved for being built on. For example, being shown all the different methods of checking the soil for contaminants and even considering UXO within a site.  The assignment that went with this module involved a lot of researching and a lot of reading which has now benefited me for my studies going forward by becoming more effective with my time. I found researching the local area of Swansea interesting, comparing different sources to check for reliability made for some interesting finds, especially talking about the Blitz that happened during the war. 
Superstructure, the other half of this module was personally what I thought I would understand better, but due to it being all theory based and not at all practical, I have found it challenging and this has led me to pursue a relevant job within the industry. I believe that working in the industry will aid putting theory into practice, which is how I personally learn more effectively - a little bit more hands on.

2.2	Module two
Digital Technologies is another module I am currently studying.  After initially thinking I would not enjoy this subject and would struggle to keep up with the software, it has been quite a surprise to find that I enjoy working on the software and have got to grips with it a lot faster than expected. Although designing buildings with CAD software doesn’t fall into the role of a site manager, it is good to understand how the different versions of software work and how plans are designed and formatted. It has also given me more of an insight into what is involved in being an architect. The written part of this assignment covered BIM and drawing conventions. I found researching BIM easier than previous subject matters as there was a wide variety of literature available. There seemed to be a lot of really good sources of information such as (BSI 2020). However, when it came to researching drawing conventions and how they are implemented within the industry, I found that it wasn’t so straight forward and involved a lot more critical thinking when inputting information that I had read into the essay. 

2.3	Module three
The third module I am studying covers Health and Safety in the workplace and professional studies. Health and safety, although not the most exciting subject naturally, had a lot of readily available knowledge on online resources such as the Health and Safety executive website (HSe 2020). I have also found it interesting learning how legal responsibility is transferred to different people throughout different stages of the design and build process. This is because it clearly shows how each stage has to consider the next stage of the process.
Professional studies is an interesting topic as it varies to the other modules I am studying. Learning about career development at such an early stage will help with career progression further down the line. The assignment for this topic has helped me identify skills I have brought across from my previous job that will be useful, but it has also helped me identify areas that will need improving and has given me some ideas of how I will go about this moving forward. 

2.4	Personal Professional Development.
Creating a CPD log for as assignment also meant taking part in activities that are classed as development to ensure I had adequate entries required. These activities came in the form of reading articles to taking part in webinars lead by ICES. By taking part in in these activities it has broadened my knowledge of the Construction Industry in areas I potentially wouldn’t have been aware of. I believe this to be of a huge benefit, not only learning the knowledge taught but also having a greater understanding of how all different departments overlap.

[bookmark: _Toc61695512]3 	Summary of Strengths and Weaknesses
	
My previous role in the Armed Forces highlighted natural strengths and weaknesses in my working life. Being able to manage time effectively and meet deadlines is a strong strength I have. Good interpersonal skills and being able to communicate effectively is a good strength to bring across to the Construction Industry, along with working well under pressure, which I have demonstrated in an array of different situations overseas and in the U.K. 
Starting University has confirmed areas that I need to work on to become more effective as a potential site manager. One area I need to work on is my IT skills. This was highlighted to me when asked to use Excel and not just relying on Word. Although I can get by using basic Microsoft applications I would benefit from training and practising using different applications and more advanced software like Revit and AutoCAD.
[bookmark: _Toc61695513]4	Chartership

In the aim of gaining chartership in the future, I need to improve my subject matter knowledge.  I feel I have great management skills, but I now need to improve my knowledge of the Construction industry.  I plan to do this by using my own time to further read and expand my understanding of basic construction. Continued self-development as well as studies at University should also aid in improving my knowledge of construction. Once I have a greater foundation of knowledge with work experience to complement this, I will be able to focus on gaining chartership with the CIOB and meet the requirements.

[bookmark: _Toc61695514]5	Summary

Overall, my start to University has been a positive one, building new skills and forming a base of knowledge for future studies and works. Although stressful at times, I am looking forward to obtaining a role within the industry and using this knowledge in practice. 
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