[image: ]                             

Module BMPS6012 Independent Project 
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Supervisor Name: Dr. Luke Roach

Research Question (1 sentence max.)What are the key contributing factors that lead to victimization in Football?

Literature ReviewAs a rationale for this project, I will provide some data and literature collected from sources that relate to the themes of the project that will be discussed and the relevancy of them. Citing (Pedley, et al. 2022), in a poll carried out by Ipsos, 64% of the general public believe that racism is a “very/fairly big” problem in football. To provide some more clarity and further context to this statistic, it was recorded after a widely publicised incident occurred in 2021 when black players who starred in the English national team such as Marcus Rashford, Bukayo Saka and others were reportedly the targets of racial abuse on social media. According to (FIFA, 2022), a study into racism during EURO 2020, 76% of harassment online was racial abuse targeting black players during EURO 2020, with over 38% of the abuse stemming from the UK. Adding to these findings, the Crown Prosecution Service sentenced a man to 10 months in prison for posting racial abuse on Facebook during this period. In terms of football related arrests, this is a number that has been shown to have increased in England and Wales after fans were allowed back in stadiums post COVID-19 pandemic in the 2021/22 season, according to (Home Office, 2022), “2,198 football-related arrests under Schedule 1 of the Football Spectators Act 1989. Of these, the most common offence types were public disorder (36%) and violent disorder (20%).” Given the prevalence of football related offences in terms of antisocial behaviour, it is important to then identify why this is to gain a better understanding in order to prevent this, paraphrasing (Strang, et al. 2018) who points out the role of alcohol use being somewhat of a cultural staple on matchdays, this coupled with fans reacting to the game and other external factors mentioned in the report arguably makes a negative impact by worsening anger.

Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.
During this project I hope to identify how to improve the current measures in place in regards to protection against the topics discussed within football, and outline how harmful these issues can be for victims and society as a whole.

 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims· Find relevant data and research relating to the topics chosen
· Use reliable sources for research, following the guidance on Harvard referencing that is available
· Structure the project appropriately and coherently 
· Expand on existing research and data with observations, arguments and supporting testimonies when necessary 
· Use all resources that are available when carrying out research 
· Take advantage of sessions on timetable for Independent Project to get guidance and feedback
· Adhere to the recommended and mandatory dates for each part of dissertation submission via Turnitin 






MethodDuring this project I will set out to objectively analyse the roles that antisocial behaviour, racism, domestic abuse, homophobia, ableism and sexism play in regards to victimization in the context of British football, especially at the highest levels of the Premier League and the EFL, but not limited to just those leagues. The preventative measures, security and safeguarding that is currently in place will also be discussed and evaluated using reliable and relevant sources derived from thorough research and data gathering. The title of this project will act as a basis for the broad scope of the literature that will be analysed, but still remaining specific to the issues being addressed. 












 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? In this project I believe it would be important to supplement quantitative data with qualitative data, getting a large sample size of data whilst also viewing it categorically from the perspective of victims in order to get a better understanding of why and how the issues presented occur in football so frequently. Also, given the relevance of topics covered in this project (racism, homophobia, sexism, etc.) in the media and the aspect of social media relating to these issues in recent times, it would be more beneficial to this project to access the vast amount of secondary data that is available. Additionally, I will develop questionnaires and take advantage of social media platforms (LinkedIn, Facebook, etc.) as a means for sharing anonymous questionnaires in order to collect more data and to gain a greater perspective if necessary.






Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. Data will be collected from published work provided by football governing bodies, ONS, Home Office, supporters groups, professionals in the field, spectators, clubs, non-profit organisations, safeguarding groups, academic sources, peer reviewed journal articles and studies. 









Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  Before beginning this project, I must consider the nature of the issues covered and the sensitivity that may be required when looking at them from the perspective of victims. Any statements or testimonies are included in the project will be those that have already been spoken about publicly by victims and published, additionally, anonymity in any data collected from surveys must be maintained throughout. I must ensure that I will not be putting any vulnerable people at risk whilst completing my research. 




















Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?The data that has been collected will be presented objectively in the project, analysed and expanded upon, offering any counterpoints from other sources if necessary. It will also be valuable to compare and contrast data from the research that has been completed. This process will help provide more understanding on the topics discussed and will accomplish the aims and objectives that have been outlined prior to doing this project. 


Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.Introduction
21/10/22
Literature Review 
18/11/22
Research Methodology 
09/12/22
Analysis of Results
10/02/23
Conclusion and Recommendations 
24/02/23
Draft Submission
10/03/23
Final Submission
01/05/23




Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  I hope my findings and observations in this independent project provide clarity on the full impact that the topics discussed have in the context of football, a cultural phenomenon that is the most popular sport in the UK and arguably worldwide, with so many people and communities having connections to the sport. Additionally, hopefully my findings can clearly outline current issues and lead to improvements in the protective measures and safeguarding that are already in place.


 


References
Home Office. (2022). Football-related arrests and banning orders, England and Wales: 2021 to 2022 season. [Online]. GOV. Last Updated: 22 September 2022. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/football-related-arrests-and-banning-orders-england-and-wal [Accessed 7 October 2022].

Pedley, K, Garrett, C, Roff, B. (2022). More than two-thirds of football fans in Britain think racism is a problem in the sport. [Online]. Ipsos.com. Last Updated: 28 April 2022. Available at: https://www.ipsos.com/en-uk/more-two-thirds-football-fans-britain-think-racism-problem-sport [Accessed 7 October 2022]. 

PA Media. (2021). Man jailed for racially abusing Rashford, Sancho and Saka after Euro 2020 final. [Online]. The Guardian. Last Updated: 3 November 2021. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/football/2021/nov/03/football-fan-jailed-for-racially-abusing-rashford-s [Accessed 7 October 2022].

Strang, L, Baker, G, Pollard, J, Hofman, J. (2018). Violent and Antisocial Behaviours at Football Events and Factors Associated with. [Online]. RAND Corporation. Available at: https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2580.html [Accessed 7 October 2022].

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant
University of Wales
Trinity Saint David





