Evaluate why some victims do not report their crimes?
In this assignment the focus will be upon evaluating why people feel as though they cannot or do not report crimes. This will be done through the use of previous cases and the feelings the victim had as well as cases based on why people may not trust the police enough to report crimes.  This will include statistics regarding the reasons why people do not report crimes as well as evaluating why people feel this way.
[bookmark: _Hlk128991516]In order to answer the question a definition of what a victim is, is needed; under the victims’ code a victim is defined as “a person who has suffered harm, including physical, mental or emotional harm or economic loss which was directly caused by a criminal offense” (Ministry of Justice 2020). A victim can be defined in many different was depending on who is talking about them. There are many impacts of crime but when talking about the impacts on a person, Norgaard and Roebuck (2023, page 324) says that the effect of victimisation can impact a person “physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually.”. Identifying how a crime impacts someone can often help to understand why someone may be unwilling to report a crime. Having trauma from an even can impact everything that you do, there are rights in place to ensure that a victim of a crime is looked after. Victimology is the study of “why certain people” and groups may become victims of crime (Spalek (2016). Understanding why people fall victims to crime often helps others to understand why they may question reporting it to the police.
Victims of crimes need to be looked after to ensure that the police get all the correct information but also to ensure that it does not potentially cause any more harm to the victim or their family.  “The code of practice for victims of crime is a statutory code that sets out the minimum level of service that victims should receive from the criminal justice system” (Victims support 2023). It sets out what is expected of the police and how they should look to go about situations, there are twelve rights that a victim has. 
One of the twelve rights set out by the victims’ code, is that the victim has the right “to be provided with information about the investigation and prosecution” (CPS 2021). The right to be given information around the case means that the victim is kept up to date upon with is happening so there are no surprises, as surprises could cause the victim to relive and be unable to handle the situation in the way that is needed. The college of policing (2023) states that the police have “five working days” to update the victim on decisions such as, “suspect arrest”, “interviewed under caution”, and “decision not to charge” as well as many more. Having information around the status and decisions made by the police allows for the victims to have a sense of control and understanding of what is going on; if this did not exist then the victim would be left wondering if they had been taken seriously and questioning if the police are actually doing something. 
Another one of the victims’ rights is “to make a victim personal statement” (CPS 2021). A personal statement allows for the victim of a crime to record and inform others what has happened allowing them to investigate as well as helping to make sure the victim is not constantly repeating the situation which could cause more trauma. The college of policing (2023) states that police officers and staff must allow the victim to take their time in making a statement as well as allow them to change the statement so that it reflects the way the crime has continued to affect them. Having time to process what has happened may help the victim to gain a more accurate picture of what happened, and it allows them to come to terms with their feelings. The final, victim right stated by the Ministry of Justice (2021) is the right “to be given information about the trial”, the process of what’s happening as well as what you need to do as a witness. Ensuring that the victim is kept up to date is important as they need to know what they have to do as well as what to expect, this can help them to mentally prepare themselves in order to be able to handle the situation. 
A case that can be looked at to help understand the feelings of a victim after a crime is the Stanford rape case in 2015. In an article written by Wells (2016) the impact statement written by the victim is shown, the victim within the statement states “I learned what happened to me the same time everyone in the world learned what had happened to me”. The fact that she learnt about the crime that she had been through via the media brings loads of emotions both positive or negative, these feelings such as  angry or upset could be due to the fact the world knew before you did. Within the Stanford rape case the victim blames herself saying “sometimes I think, if I hadn’t gone, then this never would’ve happened” (Wells 2016). Statements such as these can convey the doubt and self-blame a victim puts on themselves, the phrase used by the victim “if I hadn’t have gone” makes it seem as though the crime she was the victim of was her fault and it happened due to her.  
Victim support NI (2023) said that around “60% of crimes go unreported”. Knowing that over half of the crimes committed go unreported makes you question why they go unreported. There are many reasons which will be looked at and there are reasons that could affect a person’s mental health. A massive reason for people to not want to report crime is the trauma it has caused them. The idea of trauma can be seen in different ways such as “Flashbacks, panic attacks and dissociation” (Mind 2023). Having flashbacks may make your feel as though you are reliving the event, but trauma responses can also affect the way we recall memories. Trauma also comes with an array of emotions, Gillihan (2016) says that the emotions that can come with trauma can be “fear and anxiety”, “anger”, “sadness”, “guilt” and “feeling numb”. The feelings associated with trauma can often relay themselves with the memory of what has happened and can often effect the way u handle the situation afterwards. Therefore, many people will avoid reporting it to the police.
Although trauma and its effects are a large reason for why people do not report crime other reasons are used. Kidd and Chayet (1984) says that victims may see reporting a crime to the police as “ineffective and potentially costly”.  The idea that victims of crime see reporting it as through its just going to cost them money makes you question, don’t you want justice? The cost of getting justice should not be the reason that deters people from reporting crimes. The Office for National Statistics (2019) said that in a survey done between 2017 to 2018, 33% of the adults aged 16 and over said that the reason they do not report crim is due to the idea that the “police could not do anything”. The idea that a large amount of the public may not trust the police enough to be able to do something about the crime could mean that the person that’s the victim may know the person or be doubting how anyone else could help. Another reason that crime does not get reported is due to 29% of the adults aged over 16 say that it was “not worth reporting” (Office of National Statistics 2019). The idea that the second largest reason is that they do not feel like it was worth reporting leads to question why someone is having doubts about reporting.
Spencer et al (2017) stated that in a study conducted on sexual assault survivors that they didn’t report crimes by saying “ it was not a big deal”, that they “didn’t know who to report it to” or that they could actually report it.  All of these excuses for not reporting show that there is a lack of understanding of where they can go to report crime such as sexual assault without going to the police. The fact that a crime like sexual assault is not seen as a big enough deal to report means that something is going wrong especially when its being said by university students. Hutchinson (2017) also stated that they may not report crime due to knowing the offender. Knowing the person that committed the crime can also make it a lot more difficult to report crime especially when family and friends get involved. What Hutchinson says makes you question if the offender could be a friend, family member or someone u go to school with. Singer (1988) says that people who fail to report crime think that their incident is either “not serious enough” or that “nothing could be done”. The idea that the same reasons keep arising when it comes to not reporting a crime it makes u question, why is it still this way?
Patrick (2020) stated that most men that report crime seem to experience being “gender-stereotyped” by “professional and services”. The idea that men cannot report crime without being made to be as though their crime is not valid. It seems like help professionals such as the police sexually discriminate against men when it comes to reporting crime which can be a massive reason why men may feel as though they cannot report a drive. On the topic of reporting crime there are organisations that help men to report crim without feeling judged. ManKind Initiative (2023) says that 61% of men who have called to have help say that it was there first time talking to someone about the abuse they faced, and that 64% would not have called the helpline if it was not for the fact, it was anonymous. The idea that it takes a hotline for men to report crimes such as abuse means that it is not a commonly thing that is spoken about. The high rate of crimes that have been reported through anonymity just shows that gender may be a reason that people do not report crime. Not wanting to report crime based on the fact of your gender shows that there is an injustice for men especially when reporting crime.
Within the criminal justice system the population is split, 51% of them are female and 49% are male (Ministry of Justice 2020). With knowing how many people are in the criminal justice system as well as gender break down shows you how many men are actually in the criminal justice system. The idea that it is represented by more females than men shows that a lot of crimes committed are in fact committed by females rather than men. The Ministry of Justice (2020) said that “3.9% of males were victim to personal crimes compared to 3.4% of females”. The idea that men are more likely to be subjected to crimes of a personal nature. The idea that mean have a higher chance to be victims of personal crimes shows that there is a need to ensure that they feel as through they can report crimes.
In conclusion, there is definitely multiple reasons why victims of crimes may not report them. The main reasons being mental health and gender. The idea that people don’t feel as though the crime mattered means that there needs to be a new approach taken in order to ensure that men and females report crime. The fact that “60% of crimes go unreported” (Victim support NI 2023); shows that the crime statistics are not correct but it also makes it harder for the police to understand what they can do in order to prevent crimes but also find ways for the police and other organisations to promote the idea of reporting crimes.
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