








          Development of Moral Reasoning in Children




Introduction:
The aim of this essay is to discuss the fundamental principles for demonstrating the views relating to the development of moral reasoning in children. For this purpose, the elements of three theories that are, Piaget, Kohlberg and Gilligan, respectively, will be critically analysed. Furthermore, the essay will also provide a comprehensive understanding of the cognitive psychological explanations relating to the development of morale reasoning during childhood by drawing appropriate evidence from the respective theories. 
In accordance with Tomasello (2018), the term ‘morale development’ in psychology is referred to as explaining the concept of a process that enables children to learn and develop a standard difference between right and wrong. However, Well (2011) claims that the morale development of children is based on the cultural norms and social laws that vary from society to society. Therefore, the theories of Kohlberg, Piaget and Gilligan are based on a common objective, i.e., to help facilitate the healthcare professionals and nurses in psychological settings to justify their ethical decisions, which are not predictive at all times (Schein & Gray, 2018). 
Discussion: 
Theory of Piaget: 
The theory of cognitive development was presented by Jean Piaget (1952), which states that the intelligence of children is observed to undergo continuous change by the change in their age. Similarly, Hewston, Stroebe & Jonas (2013) have also discussed the theory of Piaget for the morale development of children, which explains a concept for understanding the mental capacity of children, which enables them to continuously learn from their surrounding environment. The theory of Piaget was based on evidence-based observations and clinical interviews with older children, who were observed to have a clear understanding of the questions and answer them accordingly (Babakr, Mohamedamin & Kakamand, 2019).
However, Bhagat, Haque & Jaalam (2018) claim that Piaget was the first person who studied and developed a theory relating to the behavioral and developmental learning of children. In support, Sanghvi (2020) also mentions that Piaget’s theory was based on 4 stages that are; the sensorimotor stage: which lies in the period from birth to 2 years old; the preoperational stage: which lies between 2 to 7 years old, a concrete operational stage that lies under 7 to 11 years old age, lastly, the formal operational stage. Therefore, Hogg & Vaughan (2018) discussed the importance of Piaget’s theory could be determined by understanding the concept of providing help to psychologists and nurses for understanding the intellectual growth of children. 
According to the analysis of Stanrock (2009), in the age from birth to 2 years, infants are often observed using certain actions and their senses to explore to learn from their surrounding environment. Furthermore, Berger (2007) claims that a number of cognitive behaviors are being developed from the age of 0 to 2 years, as this age group often uses their sense for representational play and for self-recognition. 
Furthermore, Pratiwi & Eva (2022) has analysed the theory of Piaget for analysing the preoperational stage, i.e., children between 2 years to 7 years old, where they have developed an ability to represent their mental image of the outside world via language. In support, Khosianah (2019) states that according to Piaget’s theory, children at this stage live in animism, which means that they think that they have the solution for every existing problem of the world. 
However, in accordance with Berk (2009), Piaget’s theory, the operation stage, i.e., children of 7 to 11 years old, are observed to develop a strong ability for logical thinking. According to the observational report of Lourenco (2012), which claims that children at the age of 7 years and above are sensed for having abilities to grasp the concept on which the proceeding conversation is based among a group of people. 
Furthermore, Kaplan (2018) has analysed the formal operational stage of Piaget’s theory; children of the age group of 12 years and above are observed to confidently perform formal operations based on their own ideas. However, Pakpahan & Saragih (2022) claim that children 12 years old and above are seen for following arguments without even thinking about them or without even considering the consequences of following them. 
Therefore, Froozalizadeh et al. (2020) mention that the theory of Piaget in relation to the cognitive development of children is based on explaining the concept that the intellectual development of children is solely based on their interactions with the surrounding environmental factors. Similarly, Birlean & Shore (2021) also adds that the ability to invent and reinvent knowledge by observing the scenarios around them is defined as the cognitive development of a child.  
Theory of Kohlberg: 
Where ever, the theory of Kohlberg in relation to moral development is based on focusing on the development of morale reasoning in regards to morality (Blasi, 1990). In comparison with Piaget’s theory, Kohlberg’s theory is based on three stages; pre-conventional, conventional, and post-conventional, which are further subdivided into six stages that are logically based on the nature for seeking and maintaining justice in children (Belgasem-Hussain & Hussaien, 2020). Furthermore, Mathes (2021) claim that the main ideation of Kohlberg’s theory is based upon the process of thinking in children, which allows them to make a decision about what’s right and what’s wrong. However, Mahdizaadeh Tehraani, Amini Zarrin & Azimi (2018) analysed that the rationale of Kohlberg’s theory for morale development in children is to present their state of a dilemma during the discussion and enables them to create a reasonable justification for an advanced stage of morality. In support, Zhang (2018) also mentions that Kohlberg’s theory has encouraged the morale development of children with respect to the concept of stretch my back and I’ll stretch yours. 
However, Gross (2010) mentions that the characteristics of Kohlberg’s theory of morale development of children can be understood as it allows the children to experience the basic morale issues that include dilemmas and conflicts, which helps in understanding the concepts of morality. Furthermore, the six sub-stages of Kohlberg’s theory are classified as the abilities of children at the operational stage of Piaget’s theory; these six sub-stages involve; Stage 1: obedience and punishment; Stage 2: self-interest; Stage 3: Interpersonal accord and conformity, Stage 4: Authority and maintaining social order, Stage 5: Social contract and Stage 6: universal ethical principles (Mathes, 2021).  
Furthermore, Ahmeti & Ramadani (2021) has mentioned that stage one of obedience and punishment is observed to be based on the ability of an individual child to sense the good or bad. In addition, according to Kohlberg’s theory, children are often observed to think by themselves to show obedience and avoid punishment (Baldwin, 2018). However, stage 2 of Kohlberg’s theory is based on the self-interest of an individual child, which enables him to recognise if anyone would use his help despite knowing that he might get punished by his elders. Therefore, Modjahedi, Vagt & Probst (2016) claim that in light of Kohlberg’s theory, the ability to sense the risk relating to certain situations is considered for developing the stages of morality in one’s self.
Furthermore, Berk (2009) mentions that stage 3 of the particular theory holds a guide of interpersonal accord and conformity relating to the morale judgements. In support Ansara & Hegarty (2014) mentions that a particular child is watching two individuals fighting with each other but decides not to intervene as he realises that other children in his surrounding are also just watching them fight. However, Hogg & Vaughan (2018) critiqued that such fears in children of being judged by their surrounding people do not let them decide what’s wrong and what’s right in their present situation. Wherever stage 4 of Kohlberg’s theory is being labeled for authority and maintaining social order, which means that children are obliged to follow the orders of their parents and teachers (Santrock, 2009). In addition, stage 5 of Kohlberg’s theory, i.e., social contract, bounds the children to understand the rules and regulations provided by their parents or society, as these are considered as a social contract and opposing them is not a right idea for them (Goldschmidt et al., 2021). Lastly, stage 6 was labeled as universal ethical principles, which restricts the children to oblige the grounded rules with justice, which often leads the individuals to feel they are surrounded by a number of people to share their feelings with (Baldwin, 2018).
However, Moheghi, Ghorbanzadeh & Abedi (2020) claim that in comparison with Piaget’s theory, children are allowed to develop the sense of recognising good or bad on the basis of their learning from the surrounding environment according to their age and mental capabilities.
Theory of Gilligan: 
The theory of Carol Gilligan for the morale development of children solely focuses on a justice-based morality as well as on care-based morality (Gilligan, 1986). The principle of Gilligan's theory is to emphasize the universality and the inter-correction of children. However, Jeder (2020) claims that Gilligan’s theory is based on her disagreeing thoughts with Kohlberg’s theory for understanding morale reasoning. Therefore, Gilligan has developed morale theory for the development of women to enable them taking momentous decisions for their own lives. As per Gross (2010), Gilligan has analysed Kohlberg’s theory, disregarding the morale development of women due to the fact that women are more likely to be observed caring and thinking for others. However, Laugier (2022) claims that the theory of Gilligan has enabled women to think and do such things that are allowed within the rules of society. 
However, the stages of Gilligan’s theory are also three, i.e., Pre-conventional, Conventional and post-conventional stages, respectively (Mauthner, 2019). In support, Baldwin (2018) analysed that women were observed to undergo transitional states twice in a lifetime in accordance with Gilligan’s theory of morale development. These transitional states are known to be; from being selfish to become responsible to others and from being taken for granted to realise that she is a human as well (Torres & Garcia, 2019). However, when it comes to demonstrating the stages of Gilligan’s theory of understanding the morale theory of development, the pre-conventional stage of this theory is probably based on the goal of survival for an individual (Vozzola & Senland, 2022). Nevertheless, Arduini-VanHoose (2022) mentions that the conventional stage of Gilligan’s theory was based on the purpose of promoting the sense of self-sacrificing as goodness, whilst the last stage, i.e., the post-conventional stage of this theory was focused on a principle of non-violence. 
However, in comparison with Kohlberg’s theory, the morale development theory of Gillian also has similar stages, but it differs from Kohlberg’s theory due to the transitional states in between stages (Moheghi, Ghorbanzadeh & Abedi, 2020). Furthermore, Vozzola & Senland (2022) also claim that Kohlberg’s theory was based upon the cognitive developmental theory presented by Piaget; in contrast with it, Gilligan’s theory was solely based on Freud’s approach to the egoistic development of an individual.  
Conclusion: 
From the above analysis of the three different theories relating to the understanding of morale development in children, it can be concluded that the theory of Piaget has a principal focus on the cognitive development of children. Furthermore, it was also observed that Piaget’s theory of cognitive development is based on the gradual learning and development of senses, which enhances the growth of children. In addition, the theory was subdivided into 4 stages that classify the age groups of children and their learning from their surrounding environment. However, the theory of morale development Kohlberg’s theory is based on the concept of developing a sense of morality in children. At the same time, the theory of Kohlberg was observed to restrict the children from following the rules and universal ethics due to the developed fear of being punished if they disobeyed the laws. 
However, the theory of morale development presented by Gilligan was observed to develop an understanding of the morale development of women in society. As per the observation, women in society in various cultures are observed to have a sense of care for others, along with the sense of being selfish for themselves. Furthermore, it was also analysed that in contrast with Piaget’s theory, Gilligan’s theory was based on the concepts of Freud’s developmental theory. However, in comparison with Kohlberg’s theory, it was analysed that Gilligan's theory had the same stages as Kohlberg’s but differed due to the existence of two transitional states between the stages. 
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