Forum 2 – week 2 The Knight’s Tale


Today’s lecture took a turning point for me. It reminded me of the great poets of World War One.

The Knight’s Tale was another reminder that Chaucer was living in a society that was changing. The Knight telling the tale is noble. The tale is expressing issues relevant to the noble classes of Chaucer’s Medieval England. Their role as Christians and yet they are bound for war and duty in combat of mass slaughtering. Chaucer was a soldier. In giving the Tale a mythical theme, he is looking back in history and comparing it to the similarities of the Knight in medieval England and their role in society and using the God’s to express the issues of gender and change. Diane’s character in the tale is comparing her own strong independence against Emelye the fair maiden in her garden. My interpretation of this is that Chaucer did not give Emelye any description or a voice until she spoke to Diane. Chaucer’s Emeylye wanted independence and freedom in life and marriage. A reflection of the changing society of what women were exploring in Medieval England.

I disagree with Root’s comments about reading The Knight’s Tale in the “spirit of romance” because The Canterbury Tales would have been written in the same style of verse as Chaucer’s contemporaries.
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