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1.0 [bookmark: _Toc47819070]Introduction 
The Virtual Learning Environment can be defined to be widely utilised as a mode of education in multiple sectors, which not only aids in provision of adequate instructional materials but also it aids in facilitating communication. The Virtual Learning Environment not only influences the learning of students in a positive basis and facilitates the independent learning procedures. It was the mode which was introduced in order to enable the students from becoming passive to active learners. Moreover, with the aid of this system, promotion of critical learning and thinking skills can also be developed. In the recent times, with the ongoing Covid 19 crisis, VLE is utilised as a mode of providing the various learning materials. The system is widely utilised for assessing the various factors of learning, tracking of several student activities, collaborative and communication tools. The VLE can be effectively utilised by the students both on the campus and outside of it, hence it is highly important currently (GOODALL and Press, 2020). Geographic and time related constraints are managed effectively with the aid of the virtual learning environment. Hence the proper studying of VLE is highly pertinent with respect to the current scenario. 
2.0 [bookmark: _Toc47819071]Background 
The UK universities has been utilising the various forms of computer technologies in the educational department in order to gain competitive advantage. However, it was only beginning in the 2000s that the VLE blackboard was patented. By the year 2010, the VLE based Blackboard Software was utilised by more than 3700 in over 60 countries over the world. The other form of VLE is termed as Moodle, which would be appertaining to the development of multiple online courses which focused upon the interaction as well as the collaborations. The Moodle sites are widely over 49465 sites and the promotion of the sites in the various multiple languages (Baker and Gossman, 2020). In the United Kingdom, it has been observed that the rise in usage of Online or Virtual Learning Environment has grown by massive amount, which amounts to a total percentage of 92%. The UK government had undertaken the undertaking of strategies which has been mentioned under the annual paper, which is “Harnessing Technology”. It would be eventually leading to more and more universities undertaking the prospects of effective development of technologies which would be eventually leading to the better underpinning of strategy and the greater promotion of formulation of revenue. Earlier as per the findings of the year 2009, it was found that VLE was primarily utilised as a mode of storing the various teaching materials as well as utilisation medium for the various assignments. It, however, was observed that the VLE lacked the interactive functions. The colleges utilised VLE in order to promote the effective management of systems of learning which eventually led to greater accessibility to the various content as well as for the promotion of flexibility (Hlosta et al., 2019). 
[image: ]
With reference to the previous studies it was observed that VLEs aids in effective student learning. It has been observed that it is in turn related to better communication and interaction between the students and teachers.  Thus, the use of VLE aided in making the learning better. Moreover, it was also observed that the communication and analytical skills were also adequately developed which was in turn related to them performing better in the tests. The tests included analysis of reading, vocabulary, and language knowledge. On analysing the various perspectives, it was observed that individuals who used VLE performed better than the individuals who did not (Penjor and Zander, 2015). Findings of previously conducted studies also claim that the positive influence with regards to use of VLE can be more prevalent with respect to undergraduate and graduate students. The usefulness of technology along with easier accessibility made the VLE widely acceptable amongst the student population. Moreover, the studies also analysed the importance of being active learners. Thus, it was seen, that the requirement of being active learner has been recognised with respect to use of VLE. Enthusiasm, enhancement in the level of confidence is important for the development of graduate employability skills of students, which is in turn associated with exceeding usage of VLE. VLE can be linked with introduction of “fun” in the learning process (Rienties et al., 2016). Since it is a new phenomenon it is adequately accepted in the current scenario of transforming stereotypes. 
It was however, observed that the VLE platform was not accepted well by the traditional students, who preferred teacher led classes to VLEs. The lack of structured dialogues and the sense of community and interaction which is provided by a teacher led classroom are missing widely in VLE. In the cases of major streams of studies such as medicine, engineering, dentistry, the VLE cannot be adequately utilised. The VLEs do not promote the platform for practical learning. 
However, with respect to the background research, it can be thus concluded that VLE promotes control over the process of learning, as well as promotes the ownership of the opportunities provided by learning. Moreover, the accessibility to the pertinent sources of information while negating the use of others is disregarded which is eventually related to being capable of sharing the same (Wang, 2015). The fun learning experience provided by VLE also promotes the important scenario for motivating the various students. The communication can enable the effective collaboration. 
3.0 [bookmark: _Toc47819072]Aims and Objectives 
The primary aim of the study is to analyse the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on the students of University of Wales, Trinity Saint David Campus London. The study shall focus upon both the positive and negative impacts which the VLE has on the students. The various factors of motivation are also analysed with respect to the following study. 
Following are some of the objectives of the study: 
· To analyse the concept of Virtual Learning Environment prevalent in the universities 
· To evaluate the trends in development of Virtual Learning Environment 
· To examine the positive and negative impact of Virtual Learning Environment and way it motivates the students.
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4.0 [bookmark: _Toc47819073]Methods
A secondary research approach will be taken into consideration to conduct this research work. The methodological approach of a research work is generally decided considering the aims and objectives associated with the research procedure. The aspect of VLE is the topic of discussion for this research process. This research procedure aims to analyse different concepts associated with VLE and aims to evaluate different trends associated with it. Further, the positive as well as negative aspects associated with VLE will be assessed to contribute towards understanding how it keeps the students motivated. 
There are two types of data that can be taken into consideration for a research work. Primary data is the data that is collected directly by the researcher for the research purpose. However, secondary data refers to the data that is extracted from a data that has been collected by an agency or an individual for a different purpose. This research process will consider both primary as well as secondary research approach for this research procedure. In order to address the research objectives appropriately, the interpretivism research philosophy will be taken into consideration. A qualitative research approach will be taken into consideration for this research procedure. Qualitative research approach is appropriate for data type that is non-numeric in nature. An article analysis and an online interview will be conducted for this research purpose. 
[bookmark: _Toc47819074]5.0 Results
Two questions were being asked to two students to collect the primary data. The questionnaire along with their responses has been included as follows in a tabular format.
	Q1.
A1.


A2.
	Is VLE efficient to contribute towards enhancing the process of student learning?
The first participant stated that the students get the opportunity to log into their systems from the comfort of being at home. The accessibility is enhanced as a result of which the student feels that the VLE has the efficiency to contribute towards the process of student learning.
The second participant stated that the appropriate alignment of the course with the digital advancement contributes towards improving the ability to learn the lessons significantly.

	Q2.
A1.



A2.
	How does VLE support the student in their learning procedure?
The first participant stated that the web-based platforms allow the teacher to improve their teaching procedures and makes it easier for the learners to learn their lessons. However, virtual learning environment requires the contribution from both the teacher as well as the students. It is hence important for both these parties to understand its significance.
The 2nd participant highlighted the fact that students may not feel comfortable on the visual learning applications. Further, the dependency on technology and network may distract the student’s concentration towards other issues.



For the secondary research purpose, a set of articles has been taken into consideration. Discussion on these articles and their content will be made in the discussion section.
[bookmark: _Toc47819075]6.0 Discussion
This section of the research process will analyse the data that has been collected through primary as well as secondary sources. The primary data includes the interview of two participants who are students. The responses from the students make it evident that students have mixed feelings about the aspect of VLE and its efficiency to enhance the learning procedure. It can be stated that the virtual learning environment has been a boon for the environment in such critical conditions of a pandemic. The educational institutions are being able to conduct their classes successfully with the help of VLE. However, there are several challenges associated with conducting classes in VLE. Students may not find it comfortable to learn within such environment.
It is necessary to highlight the fact that the students are not used of this approach of learning and hence find it challenging to adapt to this approach. Further, the dependency on technology and network makes it challenging for the students to concentrate on the classes the way they could have inside traditional classrooms. The self-paced learning process can be suitable for many and the students do not have to worry about missing their classes. The participants have appreciated the approach of VLE because of the benefit of accessibility of the students. The opportunity to learn new skills makes it beneficial for the learners to get the opportunity to be part of a new approach.
As per (Baker, 2020) VLE has the efficiency to enhance the process of learning. VLE can be used within the classrooms and can be used outside the classrooms as well. There have been arguments on why VLE plays an essential role in the learning process for children. Children in their early age find it challenging to learn new things through traditional learning procedures. However, VLE contributes towards enhancing the efficiency of the learning process and helps the students to gain an in-depth knowledge on the topic of discussion. Educational institutions have been working on introducing VLE within their curriculum to improve their ability to teach the students. 
(Hlosta et al., 2018) highlights the fact that students have a stern behaviour towards VLE. This study has hence argued on the aspect that in order to make the approach of VLE efficient both the students as well as the teachers need to work towards understanding its significance and hence making appropriate use of it. It can be stated that the efficiency of VLE is to an extend dependent on both the student’s ability to learn and the teacher’s ability to make use of this aspect. It can be hence stated that VLE and its performance is not an independent aspect.
[bookmark: _Toc47819076]7.0 Conclusion
It can be concluded that this research approach has contributed towards implementing the appropriate research approach for this research topic. It has been observed that the discussion chapter has been successful in addressing the research questions appropriately. The efficiency of VLE cannot be assessed as its performance is majorly dependent on various other factors associated with it. Both the primary as well as the secondary research process has contributed towards concluding the fact that VLE has the efficiency to improve the learning experience only if it is used in an appropriate way.
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