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The Book, the Body, and the World: Renaissance Humanism, Medicine, and Exploration
Humanism, Scholarship, and Education

I.

The relationship of the Renaissance with the classical and medieval past; the rebirth of antiquity; the revival of classical learning
1. The European Renaissance as a period of rebirth: ‘the more we inquire into what was reborn in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the more we become aware of vital continuities with the past’.
 
2. Humanism: ‘The term itself owes its origin to the Latin humanitas, used by Cicero and others in classical times to betoken the kind of cultural values that one would derive from what used to be called a liberal education […].’
 
3. Humanism ‘involves above all the rediscovery and study of ancient Greek and Roman texts, the restoration and interpretation of them and the assimilation of the ideas and values that they contain’.
 
4. Before Renaissance humanism: 

John of Salisbury: 

i. [H]e praised eloquence and defended liberal studies in his Metalogicon; he was skilled at deploying his knowledge of examples drawn from ancient history to illustrate the moral judgements that he brought to bear on contemporary problems. Yet he shows no signs […] of a deeper understanding of the works from which his examples were derived: they served as ornamentation to his argument rather than as a fundamental part of the thinking behind it. He was an excellent Latin stylist, but as a result of being a grammarian rather than a philologist.

ii. Canon Law (the body of ecclesiastical rules imposed by authority in matters of faith, morals and discipline) and the new logic of Aristotle were the mainstay of the education of clerics, and within the confines of scholastic theology, pagan literature could hardly come into its own.

5. Margaret King: Renaissance humanism ‘involved a commitment to the world of ideas guided by the classics, which were to be read in the original Latin (more rarely, Greek), mastered, imitated, and to some extent enacted, in communities that gathered in schools and homes and shared public spaces’.
 
6. Humanism began perhaps in the thirteenth century: Corpus juris civilis (‘Body of Civil Law’), the collections of Roman laws and legal interpretations developed under the sponsorship of the Byzantine Emperor Justinian I from 529 to 565 CE, ‘containing the whole legacy of Roman law’.
 
7. Giovanni Boccaccio (1313-1375) and Francesco Petrarca (Petrarch) (1304 – 1374). Characteristic genres of humanist writing, such as letters, treatises, and poetry. 
8. Humanism: theology, biblical studies, political thought, art, science and all branches of philosophy, as well as medicine and mathematics.

9. The socio-economic conditions that nurtured humanism: humanism began in Italy, ‘[i]n the city-states of the north in particular, [where] the needs of civic administration and commerce were to prove stronger than those of the Church; educated laymen, lawyers and civil servants in particular emerged as the new literate class’.
 
10. By the seventeenth century:

i. Those who preoccupied themselves with classical texts were primarily editors and schoolmasters. Philosophers, scientists, and writers, in contrast – the intellectual giants of the age – effortlessly employed the Latin honed by humanist masters, and easily summoned up apt classical references, without themselves being the authors of humanist works of the sort produced by the Italians of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.

11. In summary:
i. From the fourteenth century to the seventeenth, at the core of humanism was a love of the classics: as a body of literature to be imitated, of ideas to be understood and enacted, of a kind of sociability that culminated in a European-wide network of intellectuals – a respublica litterarum, or ‘republic of letters’, as the participants themselves named it.

II.

Classification, the encyclopaedia, and the studia humanitatis
Oxford English Dictionary. ‘Classification’: 
‘The action of classifying or arranging in classes, according to common characteristics or affinities; assignment to the proper class.’ 
‘The result of classifying; a systematic distribution, allocation, or arrangement, in a class or classes; esp. of things which form the subject matter of a science or of a methodic inquiry.’
The history of the encyclopaedia.

The history of the relationship between the academic disciplines. 
Grammar in the Middle Ages: the vocabulary and syntax of a language; the study of ‘letters’, or literature, by way of illustration, particularly the study of the classics.  Rhetoric, or oratory (the composition of speeches): sophistry, or disputation
Dialectic, or logic 
= the three branches of the Trivium. 
The branches of the Quadrivium: 
arithmetic, 
geometry, 
astronomy, 
music. 
Philosophy: formal logic, or dialectic; all the topics of the science of things divine and human. 
Platonic division: Physics, Ethics, and Logic
Aristotelian division: 
Theoretical (physics, mathematics, and metaphysics, or theology)

Practical (political and moral philosophy, that is, ethics, economics, and politics) 
Scientia: knowledge that could be perceived and understood through rational means.
The Trivium and Quadrivium: the handmaids of theology.
The sum of knowledge: the sciences of things divine and human.
 ‘As scholasticism culminated in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, the problem became one of arrangement and presentation of the mass of knowledge and argument which the Middle Ages had at length made their own, and were prepared to re-express.’
 
The twofold principle of classification: theology, in which all is ordered in reference to God; and the natural and human sciences, which treat of things with respect to themselves.
Encyclopaedia. (OED ): ‘a literary work containing extensive information on all branches of knowledge’. 
Vincent of Beauvais (d. 1264): ‘in brief whatever, from unnumbered books, I have been able to gather, worthy of consideration, admiration, or imitation as to things which have been made or done or said in the visible or invisible world from the beginning until the end, and even of things to come.’
 
Speculum majus (Great Mirror): 
Speculum naturale (Mirror of Nature), 
Speculum doctrinale (Mirror of Doctrine),
Speculum historiale (Mirror of History)
Speculum morale (Mirror of Morality): added by a later hand. 
Pierre de La Primaudaye, The French Academie: brought scientific discoveries into harmony with the revealed truth of scripture in order to praise God through a summary of his works.

Encyclopaedia. (OED): ‘the circle of learning; a general course of instruction’.
By the fifteenth or sixteenth-century this still consisted of the medieval Quadrivium and Trivium, but placed renewed emphasis on the studia humanitatis (‘studies of humanity’), consisting of grammar, rhetoric, poetry, history, Greek and Latin studies, and moral philosophy.
III.

Roger Ascham
1. About 1530: St John’s College, Cambridge
Appointed by the University to read Greek at open schools
Graduated B.A. and was nominated to a fellowship at the college, later taking his M.A.
Public orator of the University
Tutor in Greek and Latin to Queen Elizabeth I between 1548 and 1550
Latin Secretary to both Queens Mary I and Elizabeth I.
2. Toxophilus, the Schole of Shootinge (1545)
Sir John Cheke, ‘a Greek scholar of considerable eminence, who was of the “opinion that our own tung shold be written cleane and pure, unmixt and unmangeled with borrowing of other tunges”. Admitting, however, that English, “being unperfight”, had to augment its vocabulary, Cheke recommended forming new words “from the mould of our own tung” or reviving obsolete terms before resorting to loans from other languages.’
 
Ascham ‘explained that he had “written this Englishe matter in the Englishe tongue, for Englishe men”, even though “to haue written it in an other tonge, had bene bothe more profitable for my study, and also more honest for my name”. Moreover, “as for ye Latin or greke tonge, euery thynge is so excellently done in them, that none can do better: In the Englysh tonge contrary, euery thinge in a maner so meanly, bothe for the matter and handelynge, that no man can do worse”.
 
A Platonic dialogue between Toxophilus and Philologus
3. ‘It was through imitation of the perspicuous [i.e. lucid] and natural prose style of [selected] classical authors, rather than by an expansion of vocabulary, that Ascham hoped to enrich English.’

4. 1563: began writing The Scholemaster, published posthumously in 1570
The teaching of Latin to youth in gentlemen and noblemens’ houses
The book’s plea for gentleness and persuasion instead of coercion in schools was being practised and preached at that time by Christopher Jonson (ca. 1536–1597) at Winchester College
Advocates teaching with love and giving praise where it is due, using poetry, literature, and narrative to move the student to want to understand grammar more readily.
5. The book sets out a method not only to remove the student’s fear of learning Latin, but, ‘with ea∫e and plea∫ure, and in ∫hort time, […] worke a true choice and placing of wordes, a right ordering of ∫entences, an ea∫ie under∫tandyng of the tonge, a readines to speake, a facilitie to write, a true iudgement, both of his owne, and other mens doinges, what tonge ∫o euer he doth u∫e’.
 
6. Double translation of a model book: Sturmius's Select Letters of Cicero
IV.

Francis Bacon
1. The Advancement of Learning : inherits the humanist care for the dignity of learning and begins, in the First Book, by attempting to deliver learning ‘from the discredits and disgraces which it hath received, all from ignorance; but ignorance severally disguised; appearing sometimes in the zeal and jealousy of divines; sometimes in the severity and arrogancy of politiques; and sometimes in the errors and imperfections of learned men themselves’.
 
2. Book 1, Chapter 1: 
a. ‘God hath framed the mind of man as a mirror or glass, capable of the image of the universal world, and joyful to receive the impression thereof, as the eye joyeth to receive light’.
 
b. ‘If then such be the capacity and receipt of the mind of man, it is manifest that there is no danger at all in the proportion or quantity of knowledge […]; no, but it is merely the quality of knowledge, which […] if it be taken without the true corrective thereof, hath in it some nature of venom or malignity, […].’
 This corrective is charity. 
3. Chapter 4: Bacon takes aim at Ascham and other humanist educators as exhibiting ‘the first distemper of learning, when men study words and not matter’.
 
4. Does Bacon’s philosophy represents the end of the humanists’ dream of a cultural rebirth through recovery of ancient wisdom and eloquence?
5. Philosophy: ‘the science of things divine and human’

Exercise on Encyclopaedias and Subject Dictionaries

This exercise should be undertaken in the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives (RBLA) Reading Room, with one of the following examples of early encyclopaedic works.
Bayle, Pierre, An Historical and Critical Dictionary (London: Printed for C. Harper, D. Brown, J. Tonson, A. and J. Churchill, T. Horne, et al., 1710) Call Number: YM 118

Bayle, Pierre, The Dictionary Historical and Critical of Mr. Peter Bayle, 2nd edn (London: Printed for J.J. and P. Knapton; D. Midwinter; J. Brotherton; A. Bettesworth and C. Hitch; et al., 1734-38) Call Number: ODS 00114
Boccaccio, Giovanni, Genealogie deorum gentilium: ad Vgonem inclytum Hierusalē & Cypri regem secundum Iohannem Boccatiũ de Certaldo liber primus incipit feliciter (Venice: Vindelinus de Spira, 1472) Call Number: INC 13/14 
De Montfaucon, Bernard, L’antiquité explicquée, et représentée en figures, 5 vols (Paris: Florentin Delaulne, 1719) Call Number: PHI 00287

Estienne, Charles, Dictionarium historicum, geographicum, poeticum: gentium, hominum, deorum gentilium regionum […] (London: Printed for B. Tooke, T. Passenger, T. Sawbridge, A. Swalle & A. Churchill, 1686) Call Number: PHI 00996

Grævius, Joannes Georgius, Thesaurus antiquitatum et historiarum Italiae: Neapolis, Siciliae, Sardiniae, Crosicae, Melitae, atque adjecentium terrarium insularumque […], 9 vols (Leiden: Printed by Petrus vander Aa, 1725) Call Number: PHI 00284

Gronovius, Jacobus, Thesaurus Graecarum antiquitatum, 12 vols (Leiden: Printed by Petrus & Baldinus Vander Aa, 1697-1702) Call Number: PHI 00274

Martin, Benjamin, Bibliotheca Technologica: or, A Philological Library of Literary Arts and Sciences (London: Printed for James Hodges, 1740) Call Number: YM 208
Omne bonum: A Fourteenth-Century Encyclopedia of Universal Knowledge: British Library MSS Royal 6 E VI  - 6 E VII (London: H. Miller Publishers, c1996) Call Number: Q 030.921
Picart, Bernard, The Ceremonies and Religious Customs of the Various Nations of the Known World : Together with Historical Annotations and Several Curious Discourses Equally Instructive and Entertaining : Written Originally in French, and Illustrated with a Large Number of Folio Copper Plates, 6 vols (London: Printed by William Jackson, 1733-37) Call Number: PHI 00229

Note down what the scope is of the encyclopaedic work you consult and analyse its organisation (classification). Try to discern the principles, logic, and/or values underlying this organisation of subject-matter and make observations on how it compares with your expectations and with modern encyclopaedia of related subjects.

Make detailed notes of the information provided by the title-pages of the early encyclopaedic work you consult. In particular, note down the names of authors, printers, and booksellers. In early printed books, the latter two are usually given in the form of ‘Printed by [printer] for [bookseller(s)]’. Frequently only one of either the name of the printer or the name of the bookseller(s) is provided. Where it is the latter, the information may be provided in the reduced form: ‘For [bookseller(s)]’. You should also note down the names that may be found on woodcut, copperplate, or other kinds of engravings that you find in the works you consult.

Once you have noted these details, gather information on each of the authors, printers, booksellers, and artists or engravers, by consulting appropriate reference works, such as subject dictionaries. The following are examples of such works that may be found on the open reference shelves in the RBLA Reading Room.
Bryan’s Dictionary of Painters and Engravers, new edn revised and enlarged under the supervision of George C. Williamson, 5 vols (Port Washington, N.Y.: Kennikat Press, 1964) SPEC REF R 750.3 BRY

McKerrow, R.B., ed., A Dictionary of Printers and Booksellers in England, Scotland and Ireland, and of Foreign Printers of English Books, 1557-1640 (Oxford: The Bibliographical Society, 1910; repr. 1968)

Plomer, Henry R., A Dictionary of the Booksellers and Printers Who Were At Work in England, Scotland and Ireland from 1641 to 1667 (Oxford: The Bibliographical Society, 1907; repr. 1968)

Plomer, Henry R., A Dictionary of the Printers and Booksellers Who Were At Work in England, Scotland and Ireland from 1668 to 1725 (Oxford: The Bibliographical Society, 1922; repr. 1968)

Plomer, Henry R., G.H. Bushnell and E.R. McC.Dix, A Dictionary of the Printers and Booksellers Who Were At Work in England, Scotland and Ireland from 1726 to 1775 (Oxford: The Bibliographical Society, 1932; repr. 1968)

Once you have completed your research, write a short report and post this report on the daily blog discussion forum on the Module page on Moodle.

� Nichlolas Mann, ‘The Origins of Humanism’, in The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Humanism, ed. by Jill Kraye (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 1-19 (p. 1).


� Mann, ‘The Origins of Humanism’, p. 1.


� Mann, ‘The Origins of Humanism’, p. 2.


� Mann, ‘The Origins of Humanism’, pp. 4-5.


� Mann, ‘The Origins of Humanism’, p. 5.


� Renaissance Humanism: An Anthology of Sources, ed. and trans., with an Introduction, by Margaret L. King (Indianapolis, Ind.; Cambridge: Hackett, 2014), p. ix.


� Renaissance Humanism: An Anthology of Sources, p. x.


� Kraye, Preface, p. xv.


� Mann, ‘The Origins of Humanism’, p. 5.


� Renaissance Humanism: An Anthology of Sources, p. xii.


� Renaissance Humanism: An Anthology of Sources, p. xii.


� Henry Osborn Taylor, The Mediaeval Mind: A History of the Development of Thought and Emotion in the Middle Ages, 2 vols (London: Macmillan, 1927), 1: 294, II: 341.


� Taylor, The Mediaeval Mind, II, 347.


� Letter from Sir John Cheke to Sir Thomas Hoby dated 16 July 1557, printed in Baldesar Castiglione, The Book of the Courtier, trans. Sir Thomas Hoby, with Introduction by J.H. Whitfield (London, 1975), pp. 7-8, cited by Clare Carroll, ‘Humanism and English Literature in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries’, in The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Humanism, pp. 246-68 (p. 263).


� Carroll, ‘Humanism and English Literature in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries’, p. 263.


� Carroll, ‘Humanism and English Literature in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries’, p. 264.


� Ascham, The Scholemaster, Sig. Civ.


� Francis Bacon, The Advancement of Learning, Modern Library Science series, ed. by Stephen Jay Gould (New York: Random House, 2001), p. 6.


� Bacon, The Advancement of Learning, p. 7.


� Bacon, The Advancement of Learning, pp. 7-8.


� Bacon, The Advancement of Learning, p. 26.
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