Assessment Three: Dating or Database exercise
To approach this exercise, the primary sources used were the Handbook of Dates and the Handbook of Chronology, particularly for the first three examples.[footnoteRef:1] In addition both the Oxford and Welsh Dictionaries of Biography were useful in relation to finding more information about a particular individual. For the final example it was necessary, not only to use these sources, but also to explore further sources of information as detailed to be able to effectively narrow down the time period.  The ‘calculations’ have been left in each case before each paragraph summarising the answers. [1:  A Handbook of Dates: For Students of British History, ed. by Christopher R. Cheney and Michael Jones, Guides and Handbooks / Royal Historical Society, 4, New ed., reprinted (Cambridge Univ. Press, 2004).  Handbook of British Chronology (London : Royal Historical Society, 1986) <http://archive.org/details/handbookofbritis0000unse> [accessed 29 November 2025]] 


· (a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.

· 22 June 1384 – 21 June 1385 p.21 Cheney
· Assumption of the Blessed Virgin – 15 August p.55 Cheney, August 15th 1384 was a Monday therefore:
· Table 20 p.123 – Thursday after 15th August 1384 was 18th August 1384

Using the Handbook of Dates edited by Cheney, firstly the 8th regnal year of King Richard II was established as lying between 22 June 1384 and 21 June 1385.[footnoteRef:2]  Next checking the list of Saints’ Days, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary always falls on 15 August.[footnoteRef:3]  Checking the tables of Easter dates, it is possible to then work out that the 15 August in 1384 fell on a Monday and therefore the following Thursday had to be Thursday 18 August 1384 when the Abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court in Pickering.[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  A Handbook of Dates. P.32]  [3:  Ibid.p.78]  [4:  Ibid.p.194] 




· (b) Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.

· Bishop Anian of St Asaph – check handbook of chronology under Bishops of Wales under St Asaph – two Anians mentioned.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Handbook of British Chronology.p.295] 

· Anian I cons. November 1249 a.29 September 1266
· Anian II cons. 24 September 1268 d. 5 February 1293 Also had epithet Anian Schonaw. [footnoteRef:6] [6:  ‘ANIAN II (Died 1293), Bishop of St Asaph | Dictionary of Welsh Biography’, n.d. <https://biography.wales/article/s-ANIA-NII-1293?&query=Anian%20II&lang[]=en&sort=score&order=desc&rows=12&page=1> [accessed 26 November 2025].] 

· St Mary Magdalene – 22nd July – the day after would be 23rd July.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  A Handbook of Dates.p.78] 

· If the Bishop Anian is the first one following Reiner, Abraham and Hugh then  the date would be Saturday 23 July 1250.
· (If however, it is the second Bishop named Anian, then the date would be Tuesday 23 July 1269.)
· The pontifical year of a bishop was reckoned from his consecration


Looking at the list of Bishops for St Asaph in the Handbook of Chronology, there are two mentioned who are both named Anian.[footnoteRef:8]  Taking the first of these who follows the three bishops mentioned, Reiner, Abraham and Hugh, with only one other in between, this Bishop, Anian I, was consecrated in November 1249, the pontifical year being reckoned from the date of consecration.  The list of Saints Days gives the date for the feast of St Mary Magdalene as 22 July and using the relevant Easter Table for the first year of Anian’s pontificate when this would fall, 1250, as the Feast of St Mary Magdalene fell on Friday that year the following day would therefore be Saturday 23 July 1250.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  Handbook of British Chronology.p.295]  [9:  ‘Eyton's Antiquities of Shropshire R W Eyton Vol 10’, n.d. <https://www.melocki.org.uk/eyton/Vol10.html> [accessed 26 November 2025]. Salop Chartulary Nos 365: In the first year of his Pontificate, and on July 23, 1250, "Anian, Bishop of St. Asaph, being at Shrewsbury, inspected and confirmed the Charters of his predecessors, Reyner, Abraham, and Hugh, and of the Chapter of St. Asaph, securing the Church of Oswestry to Salop Abbey. Witnesses, - Master Anian, Archdeacon of St. Asaph; Madoc and John, the Bishop's Clerks".] 





· (c) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]

· Fourth year of the reign of King Edward I – 20 Nov 1275 – 19 Nov 1276 p.20 Cheney
· First year of the episcopate of John de Ketene (Ketton), John Ketton Bishop of Ely cons. 6 Sept 1310 d. 14 May 1316 p.244 HBC so first pontifical year ran from Sept 1310 to Sept 1311
· p.20 Cheney regnal dates – the King Edward must be Edward II as fourth year of his reign was: 8 July 1310 to 7 July 1311 (see tables 29/21)
· Table 21 p.124 for 1311 to get date of Ash Wednesday: Wednesday February 24th 1310/11
· Therefore Thursday, the day after Ash Wednesday would be 25th February 1310/11

Locating John de Ketene in the list of Bishops as John Ketton Bishop of Ely consecrated 6 September 1310, the first year of his pontificate can be calculated as running from September 1310 to September 1311.[footnoteRef:10]  After establishing this date, it then is clear that the King Edward mentioned must be Edward II as his fourth regnal year ran from 8 July 1310 to 7 July 1311.[footnoteRef:11] Using the Easter Tables to get the date Ash Wednesday fell that year, it was Wednesday February 24th.  Therefore, the Thursday immediately after Ash Wednesday would have been Thursday 25 February 1311 by modern dating. As the new year fell on Lady Day, 25 March during this period, this date fell into the previous year by medieval reckoning and thus can be expressed as Thursday 25 February 1310/11. [10:  Handbook of British Chronology.p.244]  [11:  A Handbook of Dates.p.34] 









· (d) Henry, King of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.

· Henry, King of the English – based on dates of others mentioned, this must be Henry I regnal dates: 5 August 1100 – 1 December 1135. Married Adeliza of Louvain 24/25 January 1121 – came out of mourning. Went to Normandy 10 June 1123.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Ibid.; Adeliza of Louvain, Oxford University Press British Academy, with British Academy, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. (University Press, 2004)] 

· Bishop of Lincoln – there are two possibilities here: Robert Bloet who was Bishop between 1094 and 10 Jan 1123 when he dies hunting with the King at Woodstock.  He was a trusted advisor to the King who witnessed many charters.  It is likely to be this Bishop and not his successor Alexander as Simon Bloet, Dean of Lincoln is also mentioned – he was Robert Bloet’s son, conceived before he became Bishop.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  ‘Bloet, Robert (d. 1123), Administrator and Bishop of Lincoln’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, n.d., doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/2660.] 

· Earl of Leicester – 2nd Earl Robert de Beaumont 1104-1168 became Earl 1118 p.468 HOC
· Earl David – brother in law to Henry I, became King David I of Scotland in April 1124
· Earl Rannulf of Chester - Ranulph le Meschin  became Earl 1120/21 d. 1129 p.454 HBC Sent to Normandy possibly March 1123 [Green p.182]
· Geoffrey Ridel – Justice of All England for the King, dies in White Ship disaster 25 November 1120, his death is the reason for the charter to allow the marriage of his unnamed daughter (Matilda Ridel) to Richard Bassett. [footnoteRef:14] [14:  ‘Ridel, Geoffrey (d. 1120), Justice’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, n.d., doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/23617.] 

· Richard Basset – Justice for Henry I, name only seen in charters after 1120, marries Matilda Ridel probably between end 1120 and April 1123, succeeds to Ridel’s lands following death of his ward, Robert Ridel, underage son of Geoffrey.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  ‘Basset, Richard (d. in or before 1144), Justice’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, n.d., doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/1647.] 

· Robert Ridel – son of Geoffrey Ridel, made ward of Richard Basset but dies before coming of age, date unknown
· Ralph Basset – father of Richard Basset, ‘most prominent’ justice who witnesses royal charters at Woodstock, Westminster and Winchester between 1110 and his death in 1127.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  ‘Basset, Ralph (d. 1127?), Justice’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, n.d., doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/1644.] 

· William, brother of Ranulf, Earl of Chester – younger brother of Ranulf.[footnoteRef:17]  [17:  ‘Ranulf (I) [Ranulf Le Meschin], Third Earl of Chester (d. 1129), Magnate’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, n.d., doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/23127. William Le Meschin also mentioned.] 

· Nigel d’Aubigny – one of Henry I’s ‘new men’, promoted to his household, brother of William.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Charles Spencer, The White Ship: Conquest, Anarchy and the Wrecking of Henry I’s Dream (London: William Collins, 2020), p. 124.] 

· Geva wife of Geoffrey and mother of Robert Ridel – possibly daughter of Hugh, Earl of Chester and therefore cousin to Ranulf, Earl of Chester who succeeded her possible half brother who died on the White Ship. Mentioned in Belvoir Priory charter as ‘Geva filia Hugonis comitis Cestriae’ - British Library, Cotton MS Vespasian E. xviii – not digitised.
· Geoffrey the Earl’s Chancellor – David Carpenter indicates this role did not come into existence until the late twelfth century, one of several indications that the apparent date may not match the actual date of the charter.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  David X Carpenter, ‘The Marriage of Richard Basset: An Undetected Forgery in the Name of Henry I*’, Historical Research, 91.252 (2018), pp. 399–406, doi:10.1111/1468-2281.12227.] 

· Simon, Dean of Lincoln – Simon Bloet, son of Robert Bishop of Lincoln.
· William, son of Ranulf – according to Carpenter, his name is only seen elsewhere in one questionable act regarding Huntingdon Priory, not seen witnessing royal charters.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Ibid.] 

· Thomas of St John
· Geoffrey de Clinton - One of Henry’s ‘new men’. Become Henry’s chamberlain and treasurer in 1120.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Spencer, White Ship, p. 125.] 

· Payn, son of John
· William d’Aubigny – frequent witness to royal charters under Henry I, important officer of royal household: butler[footnoteRef:22] [22:  ‘Aubigny, William d’ [William de Albini; Known as William d’Aubigny Pincerna] (d. 1139), Administrator and Baron’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, n.d., doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/47244.] 

· Humphrey de Bohun
· Robert Musard – according to Carpenter, Musard only witnessed charters under King Stephen.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Carpenter, ‘The Marriage of Richard Basset’.] 

· Robert Basset
· Osmund Basset
· Thurstan Basset – son of Ralph, brother of Richard Basset[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Basset, Ralph] 

· William, Constable of Earl Ranulf of Chester 
· Ralph, son of Norman
· Hugh Maubanc
· Woodstock – both Henry I and Henry II favoured Woodstock as a royal hunting Lodge and later palace, with many charters witnessed there. [footnoteRef:25] [25:  Woodstock | Royal Palaces | An Encyclopedia of British Royal Palaces and Royal Builders, n.d. <https://www.royalpalaces.com/palaces/woodstock/> [accessed 22 November 2025].] 

This charter appears to be dated during the reign of Henry I (5 August 1100 – 1 December 1135) as it purports to authorise the marriage of an unspecified daughter of Geoffrey Ridel and assign wardship of his orphaned son, Robert, to Richard Basset. The charter must have been written after the White Ship disaster of 25 November 1120 when Geoffrey Ridel was drowned alongside Henry’s son and heir, William Ætheling.[footnoteRef:26]  Following his son’s death, Henry I would have been in mourning when it is unlikely that he would have issued charters for marriage, however, he was married himself on January 24 or 25 1121 to Adeliza of Louvain, intending to secure the succession with another son.  The Bishop of Lincoln, Robert Bloet, one of the witnesses indicated in the charter, died hunting with the King at Woodstock on 10 January 1123.  Earl Ranulf of Chester became Earl following the death of his cousin Richard in the White Ship and then was sent to Normandy in March 1123.  Given that there are no additional indications for dates narrowing the window further, it can be surmised that the apparent dates for this charter fall between the end of January 1121 when Henry resumed court business after his marriage and January 1123 when the Bishop of Lincoln died.  However, there is significant evidence, as David Carpenter argues, that this charter is in fact a later forgery and was possibly produced between 1236 x 1241 when the Basset of Weldon cartulary was compiled and the writ for Richard Basset included.[footnoteRef:27]  This is not an original manuscript, but the only copy that survives, however, as Carpenter indicates, some of these witnesses could not have been present during the period between 1121 and 1123, for example, Robert Musard who only witnessed acts under King Stephen. Furthermore, he suggests that it is unlikely that Henry I would have sealed such an act at that time.  The existence of such forgeries demonstrates the need to assess all manuscript evidence for dates with caution, rather than taking the written record at face value. [26:  ‘Ridel, Geoffrey (d. 1120), Justice’.]  [27:  Carpenter, ‘The Marriage of Richard Basset’.] 
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