	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	
AIM(S)  
· To provide the student with an overview of theories about what causes children and young people to commit violent crime and to understand how the youth justice system deals with children and young people who offend.  
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:  
· Appreciate the perspectives that have shaped criminological thought on violence by young people. 
· Analyse young people’s engagement in violent crime and evaluate the evidence linking adverse childhood experiences, trauma, and youth crime. 
· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the exploitation of vulnerable people by organised crime groups or individuals. 



  
2. Examine how race and class have influenced youth offending patterns in the UK. 











This essay evaluates how social class and racial inequalities cause patterns of crime can shape patterns of youth crime in the U.K, the essay will also explore criminological theories to explain why young offenders commit crime and evaluate how the criminal justice system handles youth offending.  Youth offending is antisocial and illegal behaviour committed while still being a young person, this normally sees a decline when reaching adult hood but there is a variation in timing when someone peaks or has a decline of youth offending, while behind the scenes race and class are a driving factor behind youth offending Beardslee J et al (2024). Results have shown that youths from a lower class/poor and exposed to deviant peer groups are more likely to be an influence to offending in the U.K, due to their anti-social behaviour resulting in intervention by the juvenile court and results found that intervention by the juvenile court, greatly increased their likelihood to be involved in the penal system in adulthood Trembaly R.E et al (2009),this indicates that someone's class can affect their likely hood to commit crimes. Minority youth are disproportionately represented in the juvenile justice system and face biased entry into the system, 1216 youth offenders were examined after first arrests, Black youth committed fewer offenses prior to arrests than white youth yet black and Latino youth were more likely to be formally processed and black youth were more likely to be rearrested , showing that race is another factor towards youth offending patterns despite similar or lower levels of criminal behaviour baker A.E et al (2021). Key theorists linked to class crime and race is Howard Becker’s labelling theory, Stuart Halls theory of media amplification especially with race, Merton strain theory, Banduras learnt behaviour, subcultural theorists for instance Cohens stus frustration and Cloward and Ohlin’s theory on different opportunity theory.

Baker A.E et al (2021) found general trends in racial youth offending, that although Black youth offenders fewer offenses prior to arrests than white racial groups, the black and Latino racial groups were more likely to be rearrested out of the 1216 youth offenders in their research, this indicates that although white racial groups committed more crimes that that racial groups like black and Latino are more likely to be rearrested, William Macpherson in 1999 deemed that the metropolitan police in the U.K were institutionally racist resulting in the disproportionate number of racial groups were convicted, stemming from the murder of Stephen Lawrence, Gov.U.K results show that in 2023 there were 529,474 stop and searches in England and Wales, 24.5 stop and searches for every 1,000 black people while 5.9 for every 1,000 white people, showing that in contemporary U.K society race still impacts the youth offending patterns, and around 33% of all stop and searches were done by the metropolitan police, while in Merseyside 36.4 for every 1,000 people were stopped and searched also has the highest rates of racial groups.
Black students are often excluded because they do not have the cultural capital to negotiate in acceptable ways with teachers and others in authority, assumptions made by teachers of black students are often based on historic stereotypes that arouse their suspicion and anxiety which handle the way they treat their students of a racial background Blair M (2001), this exclusion of black students from schools can be a driving factor for the rise of gangs in the U.K and the rise of youth crimes. Applying Howard Beckers theory to Blair M (2001) study shows the significance of a label/stereotype applied to a racial minority, the assumptions made by teachers and the stereotypical labels applied to the black students have resulted in them being excluded from schools, which can result in them self-fulfilling these prophesy's and turning to gangs and peer groups as a form of embrace and result in them being a figure in Baker A.E et al’s study.
Social class in recent years has become a rising factor towards crime in the U.K, public spending cuts and regressive reforms to a plethora of policies in England and Wales have had a disproportionality adverse effect on the young people who are the most venerable and marginalised groups, thereby contributing t the rise in rates in violent youth crimes Rogers R et al (2020), this demonstrates that the cut of public spending on areas have a direct link to youth offending patterns especially youth offenders in a low social class.
Merton’s strain theory can be used to evaluate why race and class are a contributing factor towards youth crimes, Merton proposed that individual strain is most likely among the lower class memebers of society who internalize cultural goals of wealth but recognise blocks to conventional means of attainment Farnwork M , Leibier M.J (1989), this potrais that individuals that face strain in their low social class turn to alternative means to attain material goals and cultural, for example individuals can turn to petty theft to gain materials and sell them to gain a profic, people in a low social class may turn to crime when legitamate opportunities are scarse due to their lack of social cappital and usual low attainment in gcse’s, or being expelled.

Cohen’s subcultural theory was made in the 1960s to 1970’s yet it is still seen in contemporary U.K society especially with race, Cohens subcultural theory evaluates why youth offending occurs, it focuses on how working class boys status frustration on not being able to attain goals which the middle class can, it also links to racial groups feeling marginalised by society and turning to a deviant subculture and expressing their emotion through music, dress, tattoo and language Chijioke J. Nwalozie, New College Stamford, UK (2015).
Cohens theory also explains why the levels of youth offenders are turning to gangs esspecially young racial groups due to the culture, violent crimes committed by youth racial groups in the U.K can be influenced by a number of reasons like social, economic and drawing back to cultural factors, the emergence of gangs particularly among the young black racial group due to the evolution in drill music as it is seen as part of their culture and a clear link with the youth racial factors to youth crime in the U.K and social class Suzella P (2009)
Haylock S et al (2020) found that economic inequalities were frequent factors linked to youth violence, and that social class is a boarder structural inequality that plays a role in shaping youth involvement in crime, and that the medias amplification of racial minorities in violent gang culture. Stuart Halls theory of media amplification can be applied to Haylock A et al’s (2020) study, Stuart Hall theory shows that the media’s amplification of racial minorities has pushed more people of a racial minority into gangs due to how the media portrays their lavish lifestyle in music videos. 
 The race and class of youth offenders have influenced experiences in the criminal justice system in the U.K for example the murder of Stephen Lawerence resulted in change of the double jeopardy law, William Macpherson study in the Metro Politan police being institutionally racist and that stop and search statistics for black people are disproportionately high, also that working class children are among the group of people that are most likely to commit crime in the U.K.

To conclude the essay, class and race shape youth offending as they heavily influence each other, statistics shown that black and Latino youth offenders were more likely to be rearrested Baker A.E et al (2021), criminologists like Cohen’s subcultural theory helps evaluate why youth offenders commit crime, for the culture and criminal sub groups while other theorists like Merton's strain theory shows that a poor social class can push a young person to commit crime to achieve goals through illegitimate methods, race and class have a large impact on the patern of youth offending the largest being the county lines gov.uk results show that 3,278 children were arrested in the county lines July 2024 to March 2025 and is still an issue in contemporary U.K youth offending patterns. 
















https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/home-offices-county-lines-programme-data/county-lines-programme-data
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"Black students are sometimes excluded because they do not have the cultural capital to negotiate in acceptable ways with teachers and others in authority. And the assumptions teachers hold of black students are too often based on historic stereotypes that arouse their suspicion and anxiety and affect the way they handle the students' behaviour. So observes Maud Blair in this important new book that throws new light on school exclusions and particularly the disproportionate exclusion of Black boys. https://search.worldcat.org/title/45338229 Blair M (2001) “why pick on me” School Exclusion and Black  Youth. https://search.worldcat.org/title/45338229  ( couldnt re acses the website )




https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/crime-justice-and-the-law/policing/stop-and-search/latest/#main-facts-and-figures - stop and search stats 2023.

Minority youth are disproportionately represented in the juvenile justice system. Examining how racial disparitiesrelate to biased entry into and continued involvement with the system, while accounting for past and current offend-ing, can provide context about the mechanisms behind overrepresentation. 1,216 adolescents were examined after ﬁrstarrest to explore associations between race and history of self-reported offending, likelihood of formal processing, andlikelihood of rearrest. Black youth committed fewer offenses prior to arrest than White youth, Black and Latino youth were more likely to be formally processed, and Black youth were most likely to be rearrested (even controlling forpostbaseline offending), highlighting that minority youth are overrepresented in the juvenile justice system despite sim-ilar or lower levels of criminal behavior. https://doi-org.uwtsd.idm.oclc.org/10.1111/jora.12599 Baker A.E et al 
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The results show that youths who are poor, impulsive, poorly supervised by theirparents, and exposed to deviant friends are more likely, for the same degree of antisocial behavior, toundergo intervention by the Juvenile Court, and that this intervention greatly increases the likelihood ofinvolvement with the penal system in adulthood
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