This research will focused on the methods and tactics used by Online Child Abuse Activist Groups (OCAGS). This is a topic that is has been discussed by both the Criminal Prosecution Service and multiple Police Forces. (Hampshire constabulary, 2023, CPS, 2022)
On the NPCC website the is a section where the terminology of OCAGS was discussed. It was decided that OCAGS was to be used instead of phrases like Paedophile hunter or vigilante. While this does not go into depth on the reasons behind this choice a report by Laura Frampton has highlighted ethical issues as it paints offenders as predatory, and the term “hunter” is usually linked more with animals that people. This terminology presents ethical issues when discussing the offenders and it presents an image of a inhuman predator which further stokes the issues of safeguarding. (L. Frampton, 2021). The NPCC report will be a useful source as it is subjective, states only the facts that are known and is from a highly reliable source. 
This research focuses on how effective OCAGS are in bringing successful prosecutions forward in the UK. This area of research is difficult as I have only been able identify one reliable source that shows in the year of 2017 at least 150 prosecutions were a result of involvement from OCAGS (The Guardian). This data is now out of date and does not ultimately discuss the topic of the overall effectiveness of the group’s activities. 
In relation to the effectiveness of these groups several police forces have published reports in relation to cases brought to their attention by OCAGS. All these forces have highlighted the negative impact in cases due to the improper investigations and methods used by OCAGS as well as the issues they present around the protection of suspects who would be at high risk from the public due to the nature of the offence they are accused of. The NPCC highlights all these issues as well as pointing out these groups, through efforts to assist police, end up being a hinderance to officers as the suspects need to be further protected, evidence that is missing needs to be collected and discrepancies need to be corrected. (NPCC, 2019) Reports from a policing perspective will be valuable going forward when discussing if officers should be working alongside these groups to detect and apprehend potential paedophiles that aim to do harm to victims. 
For this area of research there are several subjective and factual sources for research. These will be useful for the areas they cover, they are not guided by agendas and are presenting the research they have found in a straightforward manner. This is much the same with police force reports which highlight issues they have with OCAGS and the overall negative effect they encounter. As the focus will be discussing if officers should work closely with these groups these reports will be a main source of information in reaching a conclusion as this is the experience of officers who are far more knowledgeable in the procedures and processes of tackling paedophiles than other sources such as newspapers or even the OCAGS groups their selves. There will also be an unbiased, factual, and ethical approach highlighted that draws on this experience. 
The protection of paedophiles is another topic in which there are not a lot a reliable source, to find information on public perception of police protecting offenders did not yield much of use, mainly newspapers that paint this in a negative light. One source does talk about an incident where names of 150 Paedophiles were leaked, and members of the public attempted to harm these people. As part of the safeguarding that forces then needed to take included providing fire blankets. Along with these offenders will potentially need to be moved adding further cost to the taxpayer as a result of “naming a shaming”. (The Guardian,2000). While these newspaper articles are not objective they still provide an level of insight into the topic and can be used to glean a better image of how the public view offenders. 
Using news papers as sources would not be ideal due to the agenda that is behind the stories. Newspapers rarely just present the facts and will often try to push some form of agenda when they publish stories and well as try to attract the most readers possible. This is problematic for me as I will need unbiased and factual sources to draw from when making my arguments for and against the tactics of OCAGS and if police forces should work closer with them in order to detect and prosecute paedophiles. 
The public support of OCAGS is documented in other forms such as social media. One group “Dark Justice” is one of these groups and shows a good image of the public perception of what they do. One post gaining over seven thousand likes and comments. On this page they upload videos of offenders they have been engaging in and the comments show support for the group. (DarkJustice) 
This shows a divide between the public showing support for the action in detecting and locating offenders, and police forces highlighting the negative outcomes and methods used by OCAG groups. Due to the lack of academic research covering public support the pages and websites of these OCAGS will likely be my main sources for this topic. While it will be useful for a more in depth look at how they operate it will undoubtedly not be objective and factual as the videos are played for popularity and entertainment purposes rather than shown in a professional manner. It is unlikely to obtain any unbiased information that will show the negative sides effects that result from the actions and lack of safeguarding of their actions. 
Due to the broad scope of my dissertation, I have researched as much as possible on specific aspects of my topic. I have found that the actions and methods of the OCAGS are covered in reliable sources that I can confidently use such as police reports and dissertations that have been published. These will be valuable when discussing and presenting these aspects during my presentation. 
As for other topics which will be coverd cover, such as public perception, this is harder to find more academic results and I will have to rely on the material published by the OCAGS. This is not ideal is it will be heavily skewed in favour of their activities and methods. It will be useful however is showing that on the whole, the public also support the actions of these groups and some do call for the police to assist them in their actions. 

