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[bookmark: _Hlk23104043]In my gobbet we will be looking at a painting by Jacques-Louis David, of the Tennis Court Oath. We will also look a little at the painter.

Jacques-Louis David was born into an affluent Parisian family. He was very well known for his numerous works, which reflected ideas and values of the revolution.[footnoteRef:1] Jacques-Louis David was a member of the extremist Jacobin group, where he became a politically committed artist, getting involved in a lot of the propaganda, in the early years of the revolution. He was also elected into the first government of the revolution in 1792, where he voted for the execution of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette.[footnoteRef:2] [1: Authors: John Rae, Steve Thompson
Publisher: Alpha History
URL: https://alphahistory.com/frenchrevolution/jacques-louis-david/]  [2:  https://www.biography.com/artist/jacques-louis-david] 


The painting we are looking at is the one that visualised and honoured the swearing of the Tennis Court Oath on June 12th, 1789. It took place in the tennis court after the doors of the Menus-Plaisirs were locked. Historians are not sure what lead to the doors being locked, a deliberate royal tactic or just an accident. But for whatever reason, the deputies of the Third Estate, already in a suspicious mood, saw this as a hostile act, so left and went to the first open building, which was the tennis courts.[footnoteRef:3] [3: https://alphahistory.com/frenchrevolution/tennis-court-oath/] 

 
 We see in the painting the 576 members of the Third Estate agreeing to and signing the oath. Joseph Martin d’Auch who was the deputy from Castelnadary, was the only person who would not sign the oath, as he felt it insulted the king.  “Some of the most prominent revolutionaries that are captured in this painting are Isaac Le Chapelier (1); the journalist Bertrand Barere (2); three religious leaders Dom Gerle (3), Henri Gregoire (4) and Jean-Paul Rabaut Saint-Etienne (5); the famous astronomer and later mayor of Paris who administered the oath, Jean-Sylvan Bailly (6); the author of the oath Emmanuel Sieyes (7); the future mayor of Paris Jerome Petion (8); Maximillien Robespierre (9); the constitutional monarchists Honore Mirabeau (10) and Antoine Barnave (11); Joseph Martin d’Auch (12)”. You can see people up in the high galleries watching the signing of the tennis court oath. Jacques-Louis David spoke with these people when deciding on composition and placement.[footnoteRef:4]  When you look at the painting you can from their faces and actions the excitement, joy, regalement of what has just happened, arms and hats waving in the air, a few overcome with emotion and then Joseph Martin d’Auch sat with his arms across his chest, looking defeated. You can also see some of the people in the gallery’s arms in the air. Just by looking at this painting you can’t help but feel their rapturous joy. Knowing that this is going to lead to greater things. When you look at the curtains blowing into the building, you feel that Jacques-Louis David is showing “the winds of change are coming”, and so they were. As we can see the “enlightenment” happening here, the people saying it’s time to move away from the old ways,  you have members from the second and third estates, together agreeing that things have to change, they have to stand up for what they believe in. This painting depicts their mood of determination to make a stand. Which in time brings the start of the revolution. [4: https://alphahistory.com/frenchrevolution/tennis-court-oath/ ] 


The painting has a significant account of what went on in the tennis court. It represents a very good picture of the mood the Third Estate members felt, after agreeing and signing the oath. The painter Jacques-Louis David went on to paint other significant paintings, one of his most famous was “The death of Marat”. He became an active supporter of the revolution. Due to the events of the revolution, the painting was never finished. The painting of the Tennis Court Oath is now hanging in the Musee national du Chateau de Versailles.
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