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CRITIQUE OF BIBLE GATEWAY

Introduction 
In the study of bible and theology, it is important to have a resource that allows analysis and review of biblical passages. A commonly visited website for this is Bible Gateway (https://www.biblegateway.com). Bible Gateway was founded in 1993, the early days of the internet, by Nick Hengeveld, with the purpose of making the bible digitally accessible.[footnoteRef:2] It has grown and expanded from the original webpage, but still has the reading of the bible as its main purpose. In this critique the accessibility, content and purpose of the website are examined and discussed.   [2:  D.L. Luce, ‘Bible gateway’, Choice 43 (2006), p122.] 


Accessibility 
Reviews of BibleGateway from 2006 and 2008 commented on how accessible the site was,[footnoteRef:3] [footnoteRef:4] and this is still the case today. The site can be searched by passage, keyword or topic. It is flexible and can be used both by those with limited knowledge of the bible that want to do a general search for a verse or topic, and also for those doing deeper research to use as a tool to search the bible. It can compare passages between translations and languages, as it is easy to switch between versions. 	 [3:  Luce, ‘Bible gateway’, 122.]  [4:  Ryan Combs, ‘Bible Gateway and The New Testament Gateway: Two Biblical Websites’, BYU Studies Quarterly 47.4 (2008), p170.
] 

[bookmark: _Int_5fzEUyGv][bookmark: _Int_9QfDbWrg]Bible verses can be found simply, for example by entering “Colossians 1:8”. A keyword search will show both verses where the word appears and passages related to that topic. For example, the word “sorcery” will bring up five verses where the word appears, but also thirty more verses or passages related to the topic. Perhaps stretching accessibility a little too far, since 2016 users have been able to use emojis to search.[footnoteRef:5] Online help and large print viewing are located at the top of the main page, while links at the bottom help navigate the site and move to linked websites and social media.  [5:  Emily McFarlan Miller, ‘Bible Gateway now lets users search the Bible using emojis’ Colorado Springs Gazette, 17 July 2016.] 

[bookmark: _Int_t4EKbgd1]A broader definition of accessibility could be in which countries people are able to use the website and where it is used most frequently. As an online website, Bible Gateway is one route of access to scriptures in places where the bible is restricted or difficult to obtain. Voice of the Martyrs suggest that currently this is the case in over fifty countries,[footnoteRef:6] and digital access, perhaps through a VPN, may help. While digital access is global, Bible Gateway is run from the USA, and this is where it is most accessed from. Data from Similarweb shows that at least two-thirds of visits to the website are from North America, with the majority being in the USA. The UK (3.8%) and Philippines (3.1%) make up the largest numbers outside of the continent. The popularity of Bible Gateway is shown with over eighty million visits globally each month.[footnoteRef:7] This is far ahead of websites such as the Blue Letter Bible (5.2 million)[footnoteRef:8] and the Bible Project (1.4 million).[footnoteRef:9] The three million visits a month to the website in the UK, make it the second most visited religious site, only behind the website of Jehovah’s witness. 
 [6:  The Voice of the Martyrs ‘Bibles on the Front Lines: Difficult. Dangerous. Illegal.’, unknown date.]  [7:  Similarweb ‘biblegateway.com ranking’, September 2022.]  [8:  Similarweb ‘blueletterbible.org ranking’, September 2022.]  [9:  Similarweb ‘bibleproject.com ranking’, September 2022.] 


Content 
[bookmark: _Int_oSYHujnG][bookmark: _Int_FOjmiWem]Bible Gateway states that it ‘is a searchable online Bible tool hosting more than two hundred versions of the Bible in over seventy languages’.[footnoteRef:10] The number of translations and languages have increased substantially since a review from 2003 found twenty-nine languages and eighty-one bibles.[footnoteRef:11] While the languages range from the fourth century Jerome’s vulgate to the Beibl William Morgan in Welsh, around ninety of the bibles are in English and, as found earlier, this US website appears predominantly tailored to an American audience. In addition to the written versions of the bible are around thirty different audio bibles, mostly in English. Alongside translations of the bible are paraphrases of it, such as the Message. However, one text that was removed from the site was the Passion Translation. It was suggested in Christianity Today that this was due to concerns over whether it was a translation as claimed by the author, or a paraphrase as argued by pastors, journalists and scholars in the article.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Bible Gateway ‘About Bible Gateway’, Unknown date.]  [11:  Luce, ‘Bible gateway’, 122.]  [12:  Kate Shellnutt, ‘Bible Gateway removes the passion translation’ Christianity Today, 9 February 2022.] 

	While the core of the website is undoubtedly the different translations and languages of the bible, there is other content included. Around twenty bible reading plans are available, ranging from verse of the day, to plans to read the whole bible. There is also an area for scripture engagement where the website encourages readers to engage fully, personally interacting with scripture.[footnoteRef:13] Also, as the site is owned by the publisher Zondervan, there are links to an online bookstore.   [13:  Jonathan Petersen, ‘The Abide Bible: Engaging Scripture, Engaging God’ Bible Gateway, 15 April 2020.] 




Purpose
[bookmark: _Int_01ND8tU5][bookmark: _Int_rHVcYJJf][bookmark: _Int_tGuyk74F][bookmark: _Int_4oGNUbeK]Purpose can be examined in two ways, both the purpose of the site from the owner's viewpoint, and also the purpose of those visiting the site. Firstly, while Bible Gateway has expanded into other areas, the main purpose remains ‘to make the Bible digitally accessible to everyone through … the Internet’. To run such a large website however takes funding, and Bible Gateway generates this in three main ways – from Google Ads, paid access for premium resources that includes study bibles and commentaries, and from the linked bookstore.[footnoteRef:14] It should also be noted that while Bible Gateway was started privately, ownership of the website is now through Zondervan, which is a division of HarperCollins, which in itself is owned by NewsCorp.[footnoteRef:15] At the start of this module we are met with a quote by Karl Barth "Take your Bible and take your newspaper, and read both. But interpret newspapers from your Bible". It is therefore worth noting that both Bible Gateway and two major UK newspapers – The Times and The Sun, ultimately have the same owner.  [14:  Bible Gateway ‘How can you support bible gateway?’, Unknown date.]  [15:  Zondervan ‘Company Profile’, 2022.] 

	Secondly is the purpose of those visiting the site. Bible Gateway report trends and changes in the topics that are searched for on the website and state that it is common for people to look for what the bible has to say about current events. “Peace” and “love” are annually the most searched for terms, but one trend noticed in 2021 was that there was a large increase in searches for sorcery. This was due to an interest in the Greek root word pharmakeia, which had appeared in debate over COVID-19 vaccinations.[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  Emily McFarlan Miller, ‘Why “sorcery” was the fastest-growing search term on Bible Gateway in 2021’, The Christian Century 138 (2021), p18.] 



Discussion and Conclusions
[bookmark: _Int_Z2H5WuYR][bookmark: _Int_KDSKtFNX][bookmark: _Int_aMjH4K1a][bookmark: _Int_l3Z1yRaL]As a website, BibleGateway seems to meet its purpose of providing scripture to a wide audience. The website includes a statement of faith which presents what most would consider basic beliefs of Christianity and is designed to promote trust in the website. It states that it is not affiliated to any church or denomination, and includes Catholic bibles. There is no interpretation or explanation of the bible attempted in the main part of the site. Therefore the website is primarily geared to simply presenting information. The only areas identified where any partiality is shown is in the original default being the NIV, which is understandable as this translation is both the bestselling worldwide and one that Zondervan owns the North American copyright for.[footnoteRef:17] Secondly, as reported earlier, in the removal of one version that had been criticised as being misrepresented as a translation. This suggests that certain standards have to be met to be included on the site. Overall, Bible Gateway appears to serve its purpose well, allowing people a trustworthy way to access the scriptures.  [17:  Zondervan ‘Company Profile’, 2022.] 
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