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	Title of Dissertation: Should we colonize other planets?

	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion
What do human beings value the most? It is framing an answer to this related question, through an exploration of a moral argument in the context of the overarching question about colonization of other planets, that underpins this investigation.

I plan to present a consequentialist argument that seeks to demonstrate:
· That reflection on what human beings value most can reveal a moral argument for space exploration and colonisation
· I mean a moral argument in the sense that if anything will be capable of motivating the kind of thinking and action I suggest in this paper then it is a version of human morality that seems most likely to fit the bill. 
· I.e. it is ultimately up to us to decide what we do with our capabilities, resources and remaining time (both individually and collectively) and because of the kind of projects and long term endeavour that are likely to be required it will be some form of moral argument that is invoked to motivate, sustain multi-generational interest and engage people.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Key ideas to be explored in the argument:
· Starting from the position of stewardship described by R.Attfield with an Environmental Philosophy specific outlook I will first outline a supporting argument that, if we take a long run (evolutionary) timescale view then we have a responsibility to seek offworld colonies because otherwise the alternative is 100% certain extinction of all life on Earth due to eventual

collapse of our sun when nuclear fusion reaction fails due to lack of hydrogen availability (I have discussed this aspect of my idea with Prof.Attfield via email introduction from Rebekah originally in 2018).
· This evolutionary timescale for assessing our options (i.e. so that whether by anthropogenic or natural causes) the inevitability of the Earth being capable of supporting life indefinitely creates a certain sense of urgency for any consequentialist position.
· The idea of reflection here aims to differentiate between “short term” and “long term” priorities (Adam Morton has published a book “Should we colonize other planets” where he characterizes this idea in terms of desires vs values)

· Incorporating Karl Popper-type assessment of the intersection between moral behaviour that aligns with progress and discovery

· There is an epistemological component that supports the moral argument where knowledge can be durable over these kinds of timescales and thereby help clarify and support prioritisation decisions

· And a J Bronowski-style insistence that science and human values are inseparable, mutually supportive and enhancing rather than at odds with each other

· There are potentially parallels with Applied Ethics debates on assisted dying i.e. the end of the human race conceived of as the death of a terminally ill patient and how we attempt to come to grips with this as a consequence of long term evolution and development

· That there is no reason to assume that the outcome will be preservation of current humans or animals (i.e. the future of intelligent life is not necessarily human or animal as we currently understand either of those concepts)
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