Book Review 
Introduction 
The social life of things, commodities in cultural perspectives is edited by Arjun Appadurai and published by University of Pennsylvania it is a 317 paged reference book-, with a forward by Nancy Farriss.  The work is delivered in five parts. 
· Part 1 Towards the anthropology of things
· Part 11 Exchange, consumption, and display 
· Part 111 Prestige, commemoration, and value
· Part IV Production regimes and the sociology of demand
· Part V Historical transformations and commodity codes 
Each of the five parts comprise of two chapters, each chapter is written by one of the ten male contributors. They represent cross-disciplinary contributions in the following proportions, five chapters are from Anthropologists four from Historians and one from an Archaeologist.   A short forward is the sole female contribution written by historian Nancy Farriss, she describes the need for some two-way learning channels, in respect of broadening Anthropologist’s knowledge of how histories are unpicked and Historians views on how ordinary lives were lived. Most notably Farriss lays out the need to keep the valuable exchange found within the process of debate and informed discussions, that emerges from differing viewpoints whilst also advocating for developing some combined methodological frameworks between ethnographical and Historical research work. The book is delivered without a conclusion of afterword’s section. 
The need for joined up face-to-face discussions between historians and anthropologists was recognised and actualised within the sphere of ethnohistory in Pennsylvania (Appadurai) prior to a symposium in 1984. The book is the resulting works from a symposium workshop. 
Four women are thanked in the preface for being the main support pillars behind the scenes for the culmination of the book. On a positive note, developments in inclusion and equality across the relevant disciplines in the past few decades, make the gender in balance between the prominent contributions to the main text and the mono-gender of the emanate administrative teams’ roles in this book a reflection of its time. 
Main body
By selecting just three chapters this short review will cover an anthropologist’s, archaeologist’s, and historians’ input towards understanding commodities in cultural perspective.  
Starting with the Introduction, commodities, and the politics of value, by Anthropologist Arjun Appadurai, from part 1, pages 3-63 Appadurai’s essay successfully places a new dimension between Simmel’s (1907)(1978) concept of the exchange of sacrifices, in which we desire one thing over another which then determines value and perpetuates exchange,  incorporated by Simmons into his book, ‘The Philosophy of Money ‘ Whereas this books uses Simmons work as a spring board and leaps off from the outset to highlight within its essays how the very ‘things (of commodity) themselves’ can interact by nature so that these objects  also determine social situations and therefore can continually create economical /political  exchange values. The methodologies for exploring culture and commodities within this work does not include the views of economists or art historians, this is recognised by Appadurai as an invite for wider discussions and reciprocal learning for wider and richer cross disciplinary benefits. 


From Part 1V, The structure of a cultural crisis: Thinking about cloth in France before and after The Revolution, by historian William Reddy 


Finally, from Part 3. Varna and the emergence of wealth in prehistoric Europe, by archaeologist Colin Renfrew 
Renfrew looks at emic and etic developments in the worlds of things in production, he argues that The Three Age System theory under values the shaping of prestige objects from materials that once inconsequential and rare on the world culture until they sometimes live on into production and then they become common place. Un like Marx Renfrew adds the value of labour as an exchange within a prestige item, and he also considers the value seen with in disassembled items, the axiomatic notion being that any material made to look like another will always be acting up wards in the value attached to it, he uses the stone covered in a thin gold plate as a evidence of the a once prised simple stone mace head depreciating against one made to look like gold. 
Discussion 
Conclusion 






References and Bibliography 

 







 
