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The criminal evidence act of 1984 was introduced in an effort to give the police fair powers that can be used on the public in order to combat crime as well as to give the public fair rights to use against the police, by increasing what types of defences they can have. These can range from the police having a limited amount of time to detain a suspect when doing an investigation, all the way to the powers of arresting potential offenders. This was also created in an effort to unify the laws that the United Kingdom uses for all of the people and police services across the country, giving more fair treatment to citizens and tourists. (GOV.UK No date)

Detaining a suspect is a necessary procedure, that the police utilise within investigations of certain offenses. The reason that these detainments can happen is, when the police take a suspect to a police station in order to conduct a search of their person. Another reason is that the police can conduct an appropriate investigation through an interview to find out why the offender/ suspect was acting in a suspicious manner, or if the suspect fit the description of someone who was doing something suspicious in the local area.(Welch 2009) To begin major example of a fair limitation for detaining a suspect, would be that the police can only detain someone for a certain amount of time. These times can range from 24 hours, all the way up to 96 hours within the criminal act of 1984, of course with such a policy for the police, it will come with benefits as well as downsides for either the police or the civilian. For example for the civilian, if they are indeed innocent, it will mean that they won’t be kept in a cell for months due to the police not finding evidence to convict him/her. Which means the public are less likely to protest the polices, however on the other hand the police will be faced with a limitation due to the police now having a time constraint to convict the offender leaving a limited amount of time to interview the paternal offender. As well as the fact that if the police cannot find the evidence to convict someone, who is actually an offender might go free due to the time constraint. (Gov.UK No date) This naturally can have many negatives on the police.As well as the local communities in those areas for example, the offenders might re-offend in those areas leading to the area being less safer. This can also have a significant impact on the local police constabulary due to the police not being able to arrest most offenders, due to their limited detainment. (Bowcott 2019) Of course one aspect of detaining a suspect often leads to an interview which means that rights have to be assigned to ensure that the suspect has a fair interview, one of these rights is the right to a solicitor at any point before, or in the middle of an interview. Of which the positives to this right is, that the suspect will have a person representing their best interest and will inform them of their rights when being interviewed. However in some Cases, it can get in the way of the interview for two reasons one of which is. If the suspect asks in the middle of the interview, the constable will have to halt the interview until the solicitor arrives. The other is that the solicitor can inform the suspect, of what they can answer and what they may choose to avoid answering. Which means the suspect may avoid answering to avoid Conviction. (GOV.UK) 

Arrest is one of the most important aspects of the police seeing as this is what is done in an effort to both prevent crime as well as prevent criminals from causing more harm to others and naturally there would be rules put into place to ensure that the police don’t abuse the powers given to them. One such example is the ability to arrest people who are currently committing an offence without a warrant however the limitation can only be able to arrest someone with a warrant. (Legislation.GOV.UK, no date) One major issue with arrests is that sometimes people can be falsely arrested meaning that they have not committed any crimes this can cause many issues for the person being arrested as this can end up with the individual going to prison whilst also having the knock on effect of the police using up valuable time that could have been used on an actual offender one such example being, a few people being arrested for child pornography as well as child grooming and were actually innocent and instead the police mixed information on the investigation this lead to these innocent individuals having serious issues within their lives due to this incident. (Giordano 2019) One major benefit however, is that the police can use fingerprints to deduce who committed the crime this is one of the most efficient methods used to arrest an offender as if the offender was not wearing gloves or covering their hair it they may end up leaving some outstanding evidence that the police can use to find a potential suspect although this will only put a suspect at the place of the crime as it does not necessarily mean that the suspect committed the crime. (Morrel 2014) One benefit of being able to arrest someone without a warrant is that it often involves being able to arrest someone who is currently in the process of doing the offence or trying to escape which allows the police to immediately use the appropriate amount of force to quickly arrest the offender and take him/her to the police station. (BBC 2021) However a serious negative to this seeing as this is in the moment is that the police risks the chance of serious getting injured or worse killed one example of this is where an offender stabbed a female officer in the face with a pen seriously wounding her but not enough to kill her situations like this can be very dangerous for the police meaning that if a police officer were to be injured they would not be able to work for a while leading to limitations on staff preventing crime. (PM Media 2020) Lastly one down side to arrest is that the media often reports that people of different ethnicity commonly black people are significantly more likely to be arrested or be a victim of police brutality now with this in mind it means that communities could assume that the majority of the police is a racist institution which means that it is possible for the public to intervene and get in the police officers way when attempting to arrest or detain an offender who happens to be of a different ethnicity which can lead to more people being arrested or leading to the officer being attack and injured by the public.(Francis and Welsh and Adesina 2020) 
 
Stop and search is a method used by the police in an effort to find illegal items on people suspected of carrying illegal good on their person this can range from simple drugs like cannabis all the way up to illegal weapons such as knifes and firearm Of course, with this in mind the crime and evidence act of 1984 states that the police can only search a person if the constable has a reasonable ground e.g. is acting aggressive or has been reported and matches the description of the said reported suspect. (Legislation Gov.UK No date) A major success in this strategy that the police employ is that it results in certain crimes being prevented for example this strategy has the potential to find illegal items on their person such as knifes and cannabis this can lead to the offender being arrested and preventing the offender from carrying out drug deals or carrying out a GBH with the weapon concealed on their person an example of this is in 2017 33% of stop and searches conducted in England and Wales lead to an arrest due to finding illegal items on people offenders and suspects. (Reality check team 2018) Stop and search of course also has its limitations one of them being is the institutional racism behind the search as according to surveys Black minorities in England and Wales are 9 times more likely to be searched now with this in mind this could lead to protests much like Black lives matter in 2020 which can lead to the police avoiding stop and search on Black people due to fear of bad press as well as the anger presented from local communities which can lead to some communities having crime increases due to the lack of searches. (Dodd 2020) Another weakness to stop and search is that it does have the potential to lead to discontent with the police as well as leading to people rioting an example of this would be in 2011 where rioters claimed that stop and search was humiliating as well as completely degrading and also felt once again that most of these stop and searches were primarily conducted against young black minority groups now, the reason that this is a major limitation is that if these searches are done to much in certain communities it can have the opposite effect that it is trying to fix by increasing crime through riots which in themselves lead to all sorts of crime such as assaults thefts and burglaries. (Prasad 2011)  Lastly a major limitation for stop and search is that much of the United Kingdom has low support for the practice this is mainly due to the fact that many people find it humiliating or in some cases quite controlling/ doctorial of course this is a strategy designed to prevent crime in the sense to prevent people from carrying weapons as well as drugs however, it can lead to many issues as people could loose faith in the police service or as stated before could find more people protesting or rioting over the practice once again leading to the opposite effect that the police seek to prevent that being crime. (Dick 2020)

A key role within the police service within the UK is investigations the reasons that investigations is an essential role withing the police service is simple, it is due to the role gathering essential proof on suspects and proving weather or not they are indeed an offender or are innocent all the proof gathered will be used within court in order for the suspect to receive a fair trial that will allow a verdict to be passed and that is whether they are guilty and what punishment they will receive or whether they are innocent and will go free. (Gov.UK 2003) An example of a limitation in investigations of persons is the possibility of convicted someone for a serious offence who is actually innocent an example of this that has happened is when an innocent man was convicted for murder and spent 24 years in prison another example is where another innocent man was conceited for 17 years for attempting to rape someone now the negatives of this is that this will ruin an innocent persons life by staining their reputation as well as taking many years away from their life however, the police also will face scrutiny and blame affecting how people perceive how they handle their jobs and decreasing community confidence within the service. (Bowcott 2018) Now the major benefit of investigations is that they are efficient at finding brutal and sadistic murders one such example would be when Pawel Relowicz was arrested for raping and murdering Libby Squire as well as being convicted for these offenses investigations had also shown that MR Relowicz showed no emotions based on what had happened and what was happening and was given 27 years for these criminal acts now the benefit to this is that it will hopefully bring closure to the family that had to endure this event as well as restoring community confidence in the police as well as having the added bonus in increasing safety within the local community. (Mistlin 2021) Another Benefit to investigations is that they have the potential to prove a suspects innocence this can be through DNA as well as witnesses the importance of this is that the police do not lead to law abiding citizen/ tourist being arrested as well as convicted for a crime that they themselves did not convict which can once again increase the efficiency of the service as well as ensure that all suspects of a crime are innocent before being proven guilty giving them a chance to avoid any form of punishment of course, it should be mentioned that it is not all good as some of these people can be acquitted of a crime after they have already served a pretty big portion of their prison sentence. (The Guardian 2009)

In conclusion the criminal evidence act of 1984 is a very necessary act as it leads to the police having a more appropriate powers that can be used on offenders as well as the public as if a member of the public could be in detainment for an unlimited amount of time it would be an unfair on the suspect as they may be innocent as well as this being a fair limitation on the police as it ensures that they use their time effectively to search and interview the suspect. Lastly these limitations and use of powers are a benefit to the country despite the negative it allows the public to have enough freedom to exercises their powers when in the middle of a police investigation or arrest as well as giving the police enough power to appropriately ensure that crime is both prevented and stopped.
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