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Maria Trevino Gonzalez   0:04
Hey, welcome. Welcome to your interview. 

[Student] Thank you. Good afternoon. 

Maria Trevino Gonzalez  

Good afternoon. I I hope we have a good time sharing information and just reflecting. I would like to know your perspectives, what what do you think about the role of outdoor educator in these times and how is it transforming, evolving and which issues are pressing so? What do you think?

[Student] 
I think about personally, the role of an out of an outdoor educator is super important.
Right.
From like personally.
From personal experience, I've worked in in the field of of being on an outdoor educator, and I think that they or they - we - have a massive impact.
To those who who join, who come on a course, I think it's somebody who is there to inspire. And to inspire others, I think it's important that.when you're doing any type of activity, the role of an outdoor educator, somebody there to open the doors to people who have never had an experience before and there's somebody who knows the environment.
Like for example when when you look at as like Kolb 1984 says that.
When you're put in to like into a space into like a environment you there's many.
It creates.
Like like experimental learning and you can then reflect on the experience that you've had. 

And I think that the for me personally, that the role is somebody who just unlocks, opens new doors to people who maybe have never had.
That type of experience, I think that the connection as well with nature and how for example how we live in like today's society, there is a bit of like a frontier I think with with nature and everyday life where people are not so in touch with it.

And.
I think like day, Dewey 1938, he says that the outdoor educator, you know, they play like a crucial role. And I really think that it's it's there to inspire because I myself have been an outdoor educator and I've, I've also been part of a group.

So like as being an outdoor educator, my field really is working in the coast, so I've been able to open the door, and open what it is to be safe on the beach understanding….With the waves, you know 'cause I I maybe do surfing. 

So to give that opportunity to people who have never experienced that in a safe way and in the same sense as being part of a group, when I've been open to different activities, it's so it's always very inspiring to to seeing somebody being so passionate about maybe the mountains or.
Or the countryside. And then for them to open that.
Just I'm passionate, shed a bit of light.
And the interesting things that that one can do in that environment.

Maria Trevino Gonzalez  
So there's like disengagement with nature and the space that they are, maybe it's a waves or the whole environment. 

[Student]
Yeah, it can be anywhere. Like I think it's.
But I think the beautiful thing is that because nowadays, for example, you've got like you've got, for example, in schools and you've got like a certain curriculum, everything is got a certain type of structure, whereas without when you are outside, you've got so many different things that can happen that it's a constant learning. And I go back to Kolb's 1984 like the cycle.
And when you when you look at the different parts of the of the model…
Like when you're in a situation, it can be like for example, you may as a beginner's surfer, you may be. 

You're always put into like an environment where it's always going to be safe for you. But there's always things that can occur. You know, you can get into the current into the rip current and it's something that maybe people have never experienced, but then from having that experience, you can reflect upon that.
And learn, you know, and it's always a constant learning process, you know. 

Maria Trevino Gonzalez  
OK. So when you're thinking about this learning process, you can have different kinds of learners. So what do you think is?
Which do you think are the main challenges for you as an educator? With this diversity of learners, what is your thinking on this? 

{Student}
I think that it's very important that when you, when you have like any type of group…. Ehm… that you that you try and understand because from the first moment that you meet somebody, you can sort of tell from body language or how… how they are in terms of how they look at you when you when you speak or when you demonstrate. 
So I think that it's very important in having a varied… emm…Can I say it like various ways in putting a point across with having the same meaning?
Because some people understand better when you explain to them other people maybe understand better if you show them personally, and other people maybe have learned better, leaving them go for a little bit seeing that they get a bit challenged in any circumstance.

then you know, you can always go back again to for that Kolb cycle because you can always go back to the reflection. And then you know, you can sit down and have a chat and see what they felt, what they experienced, and you build upon on that on that experience that that was done that had been occurred. 

Maria Trevino Gonzalez  
OK, OK. And which of the main challenges that you think as as an educator that you experience the main challenges of…  of this engagement with the learners?

[Student]
I think the main challenge is.
You always want to make it fun.
Because the moment that you… because I'm somebody who's very passionate and personally about the coast and or just in nature in general. 

And if you ask me any question I can go very deep into what it is. But what it's for me is important is to keep it simple and for them to experience what it is that is your passion. You're sharing with them that activity, that thing or in that place what it makes you feel, you want them to be apart and be a bit aware at the end of the day, when you look at the coast, when you look at the mountains, when you look at the countryside, it's like a massive playground, but you need to know like again as an outdoor educator… You need to know where you can put your groups, where it's safe, but never losing that beautiful thing, that is what gives you that energy inside which it's amazing, you know. And it's nice, especially when you get different people that come from different backgrounds, you're able to open something that maybe they've never had before.

I think that's like a very beautiful thing, you know? Because nowadays a lot of people, they don't… lots of people are again, you know, with technology and how life evolves,  it seems that nature is something that is like outside, you know, like it's outside the city. You need to get to it. Whereas my personal opinion, we are all nature. 

So it's important that we have that relationship or that even that little understanding of simple things that at the end of the day can save your life if you're there without a facilitator.
And I think that's very important. 

Maria Trevino Gonzalez  
OK, that's interesting. I I agree with you that we have this element of fun. It's relevant for people to just get engaged.
And you were talking about how different people learn in different ways, like maybe people need that information, others need to see you. Others need to try it for a bit. So… there, as an outdoor educator, do you, in this facilitation process, what do you think are the key things to consider when you're trying to facilitate a learning process? How could you help your participants more?

[Students]
And I think the the most important thing is to is to get them engaged. And to like, as I as I said as well, like keeping it simple but explaining, you know, the reasons why.
Something like - which is super important - that many people don't think about is wind. You know, when you're when you're like in a coastal area.
.
If you're not on, if you're not on the board, if you're not aware of, like what the weather is doing, or what the weather wind is blowing, it's really important for you as an outdoor educator to, like, explain like sort of like the main points that you need to look out for. That could save your life, you know.

Maria Trevino Gonzalez  
OK, it's good. I I like it.
Is there anything that you think are like?
Pressing issues in outdoor education that we need to start doing differently?

[Student]
Issues that that can be done differently.. I think that they could be, I think there's I think there is though I think there's many different like approaches to to.
To taking on a lesson, I think that nowadays.
I go back a little bit to like using technology and like when you look at Wu Sailing and McLean and Wu selling, they say that, like technology can enhance education.
And I agree with it completely because technology can be used as a tool and it can definitely aid, it can definitely make it can give you like a better outcome. OK, and in what you're doing in terms of the session or the experience, but I think it's important always that you keep it as a tool and then that you always keep as well the roots of what it is that you're doing so.
Because like for for me, for example, I personally I do lots of like surf, kite, surf and many things in the scene. And in terms of for example like forecasting you get a lot of people nowadays that there's so many different applications. It's there's so much information out there that it's hard to know if I'm doing it right, if I'm doing it wrong like.
There's so much.
There's so as I said, there's so much information out there.
But if you've got like an outdoor educator, I think that they can always gear you to the right direction and say look instead of using this website. You you know, if you look at one, you're not going to get a very good idea of what's going to happen. So you can use technology.
To be able to make your performance and not your performance, make your experience even better, because, for example, if you don't know about the beach and you look at the.
You get many different like websites for example like magic seaweed and or Surfline now.
They they sort of give you like a forecasting, but if you're not able to read it or if you don't understand it, if you get to the beach, you can really put yourself in a dangerous situation, OK?
Like as well, I think that.
Having said that, looking at Williams 2024.
They discuss he discuss as well the use of like virtual reality. OK, and I've been that's a very interesting one because.
I think that the outdoors is something that should be shared with. It should be open to everybody, and if you're not having, if you don't have, for example access like in terms of.
Any major injury or any major thing that one may have been a wheelchair, you know, having things like this with a virtual reality can open up new. It's just a new like from the tree. It's a new branch that can be opened out to a big.
Number of people.
That maybe would never have the chance to know what it is to be climbing a mountain, and they can be put in that scenario.
In which they can then have an awareness or be as well inclusive in that experience, without even having to have been then actually done it physically, but through technology, I think it is a good tool for to you to use. You know if you use it in the in the right way. OK. So technology is one thing we need to be using more like with intention and yeah I think that if you if you.
Like, yeah, definitely, because it's such a big part of modern day society and like myself, I I do struggle a little bit with it. But like you, as I said, using it as a tool because if you look at different like weather patterns, if you don't for me I live a lot of time outside. So from being in a in an area, I understand what the local weather is doing.
And from the clouds, what direction they're coming. What type of clouds? What height?
You can say many things, but if you're not open to that, yeah, and even myself, I I'll always make a prediction. Mm hmm. And then double check it. You know, with the with the computer. OK. And it's things that I do do shells. Well in my lessons to, to to my students. And you know, like I do explain what it is.
That maybe we we may see in the moment and like what type of club but then?
I you know, there's many different.
Like websites and different readings that you can umm get from the computer in order to mm hmm to make sure that your that is right on what you're what you're predicting and the more you do it, the better you get. It's like tuning the guitar you know nice.
Yeah, because the more you, the more you're on it, the more the ear you turn yourself. Yes, with nature, with your surroundings, you become part of it. Because if you're always in in, in a space.
Through the different weather, through like depending on what stage the moon is in, what the tide is gonna do. Mm hmm and how fast it's going to go, what things to look out for. Mm hmm.
There's there's so much out there, you know.
To be able to be learned. So I think that I think that it's a very I think it's important as well to not lose that.
Asked knowledge but just have it combined with with just like as I said because if you like using the computer to like double check, you know.
But yeah, I think I think it's important. I think it's important nowadays especially OK. So that one of the challenges that you see is there, is there anything else that you think we need to do in a different way as facilitators when.
Working with a group.
On any kind of.
Way to go around the barrier or a challenge.
So can you repeat that again? Yes. Is there anything else? Mm hmm that we we mentioned technology mm hmm, so.
Is any other thing that you think would be valuable to consider in like things we need to do in a different way or to be more intentional about? Yeah, I think for example maybe like inclusivity and.
Like nowadays, I think more the modern day world is very open with.
For example, the different people with different genders or people with different.
For example, like as well, the mayor's females having mixed groups or having separate groups to something that I've, I've noticed a lot as well seem like a lot of, at least in my feelings, like women only women groups.
Of.
Of like any type of like activity and I think that for example like you know like gender, race.
Socio socioeconomic background. I think it's always important to no matter your background, no matter what you like, what you dislike at the end of the day, we're all people and I think that the experience goes further.
Than the experience goes further than what you may believe, or what is your opinion? Like Roberts 2009, you know it states the.
Like obviously with the as I said before, the race, gender and the socioeconomic status.
And those are things that like.
I should be addressed in the terms to create equality. You know, there's no, there's no barrier for anybody not to feel comfortable, to be able to do anything just because they're from a different place. So they've got a different way of thinking because at the end of the day.
If you love to be in the mountains and you loved, you've got a passion with that. It's it's personal, you know, and what is nice is that when you go maybe in a group.
And you're from 1 background and I came from another background. Different ways of thinking. But the thing that connects you is that Nate is is it can it? Well it's nature you know and I think that I think it's just super important for for it to be.
Open to everyone because like Banks 1993 suggests, it just ensures that it makes everybody feel valued as well.
Mm hmm, because if you're in a part of a group and maybe we got a task to do, mm hmm, I can't seem barely thing in the mall. You need to maybe make a raft. It's always interesting to hear the different people's ideas from the different backgrounds or.
How they would do something and never approach and it's always important, I think at the end of the day.
To have that respect, you know, because as long as you've got that respect and you and you see people for who they are.
I think that is the the most beautiful thing, because whenever you're I find you're in.
In the outdoors it brings you it brings like.
If you're in a group, it can bring you together, you know? OK. Hmm, I believe. Thank you. Are there any final thoughts before we wrap up that you have?
For just your conclusions or your final remarks on this perspective, so far, the education, yeah, I think.
I would like to speak like maybe some like, just to finish up like some challenges that can be like that can be faced by like a facilitator by practitioners.
Is that?
I think the the important thing, because nowadays it's there's so much out, then this it's so easy to, you know, to do courses I think it's.
Like according to.
1023.
I think the there's.
The challenge is the major challenge ensuring the outdoor space.
In sit like in cities like I think.
It's hard when you're in a city to be able, sometimes to have that experience. OK, but I think it's important being able to balance what it is safety and the learning aspect when you're put, when you're away from the city, away from like a school or like a sort of more enclosed environment. I think it's having that balance of safety and learning and.
What I feel sometimes is what is very challenging is like what priest and gas 2005 highlights.
Is the the risk that you can get as well with?
When you limit the freedom to exploring the outdoors, so when I've done maybe some different courses, they do restrict you quite a bit on what you may do. OK, so I think that that is something that I think would be interesting to look into because.
Sometimes you it needs to. Maybe you you cannot ever. You cannot ever take away risk.
Mm hmm. But you can maybe.
You can have it in a sort of controlled.
Sort in a controlled way. You know, like for example I I could put somebody in a rip current to make them feel like I don't have that control, you know, but it's not. It's not like nothing's bad going to happen to them, because if you're doing it in a controlled way with the group outside, with one person in, there's you, there's many.
I think it's just finding that balance of that freedom that you can where you're able to do on what you're not.
When you're not able to do OK.
Thank you. No problem. No thank you.
OK. So thank you for being here. Thank you for participating in this interview. Thank you for sharing your thoughts.
I I have my notes here and I I really enjoyed this conversation, so let's make a stop here.
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