MA Cultural Astronomy and Astrology

Dissertation Proposal
University of Wales Trinity Saint David 

Please complete the following form and submit it to Nick Campion or your designated supervisor for feedback. It may also be circulated for comment to other members of the MA staff with relevant expertise. This is not a final, unchanging proposal, but is intended for discussion as part of the first stage of your research, to clarify your ideas and make sure your proposed research is realistic.
You should insert footnotes in the text as this will both let us know you are on the right track, but also assist your preparations.

A list of references should also be located at the end of this document under literature review.
The word lengths requested are guidelines. You may do less but if you have no explained your project clearly we may ask you to expand.
Name:
Nicolette Ruigewaard
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Please phrase this as a question.
An Examination of the Cosmology of C.G. Jung in the light of Theories of Modernization and Secularization.
Aim of the Research Project: 

Outline the purpose of your research project and consider its possible contribution to the academic understanding of your subject matter. What questions would you most like your research to answer? (100 words)
The aim of this research project is to analyse and explore the cosmology of C.G. Jung, in particular his concepts of religion, individuation, the coming of a New Age, synchronicity and astrology. 
Another aim of this research project is to assess how Jung's cosmology relates to the theories of modernization and secularization and to the theory of ‘the disenchantment of the world’ of Max Weber.
Academic Rationale:
What is the background to your research? What wider problem in scholarship or in current knowledge are you addressing? What is the relevance of your work to wider areas of scholarship and previous work in the field? Include relevant references.(100 words).
Steven Best describes 'modernity' as the period in history which follows the 'Middle Ages'
. It is characterized by a variety of economic, cultural, political and social transformations. Modernity is theorized by Max Weber (among others), who stated in 1918 that 'the fate of our time is characterized by rationalization and intellectualization and, above all, by the disenchantment of the world.'
 

Secularization is defined by Peter Berger as a process 'in which religion diminishes in importance in both society and in the consciousness of individuals'.

Carl Gustav Jung (1871 - 1961), a Swiss psychiatrist, developed a psychology which is known as Analytical Psychology. His work will be examined; it is possible that Jung's cosmology is a challenge to modernization and secularization. Key issues in this respect are the views of Jung on religion, individuation, the coming of a New Age, synchronicity and astrology.
Wider Academic of Theoretical Perspectives the will inform your Research

Any MA work requires the discussion of research in relation to a wider theoretical perspective, for example, modernism or post-modernism, secularisation or privatisation, or some other framework which has been proposed by scholars in the area you are researching. Include relevant references

Steven Best describes 'modernity' as the period in history which follows the 'Middle Ages'
. It is characterized by a variety of economic, cultural, political and social transformations. Modernity produced a new industrial and colonial world and the dynamics by which this is produced can be described as 'modernization', a term denoting the processes of individualization, rationalization, secularization, urbanization, industrialization, bureaucratization and materialism.
Modernity is theorized by Max Weber (among others), who stated in 1918 that 'the fate of our time is characterized by rationalization and intellectualization and, above all, by the disenchantment of the world.'
 
Peter Berger defined secularization as a process 'in which religion diminishes in importance in both society and in the consciousness of individuals'.
 He described secularization as a direct result of modernization: 'the relation between religion and modernity is inverse: the more of the former, the less of the latter'. An overview of the secularization-theory will be given. Two influential scholars in this field are Max Weber and Emile Durkheim. Weber gave us the term 'secularization' and described the disenchantment of the world, which he defined as 'the gradual loss of the world sacred character'. Durkheim described religion in terms of functioning in a society.
 An overview of the secularization theses will be given and the key issues will be described.
Methodology:
Outline your research methodology: for example, library based or fieldwork (interviews, questionnaires or participant observation), and historical, sociological, anthropological. Include relevant references.
Library based.
Academic Literature Review (Secondary Sources):
What are the main scholarly (secondary sources) works which would underpin your research question? You need about ten academic books or articles. Please give full citations.
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Main, Roderick, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999).
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Stevens, Anthony, On Jung (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999).
Stein, Murray, 'How to read The Red Book and why,' Journal of Analytical Psychology 57 (2012): pp. 289-298
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What are the principal primary sources and/or materials you would use in your research?

What primary sources would you use? What is the basis for your selection of these primary sources? Please give full citations
Primary sources C.G. Jung:

Jung, C.G. Memories, Dreams and Reflections, ed. Aniela Jaffe (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1963).
Jung, C.G. Symbols of Transformation, CW 5 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1967).
Jung, C.G. Psychological Types, CW 6 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1967).
Jung, C.G. Two Essays on Analytical Psychology, CW 7 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1966).
Jung, C.G. The Archetypes and The Collective Unconscious, CW9i (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1968).
Jung, C.G. Aion, CW9ii (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1968).
Jung, C.G. Psychology and Religion, CW 11 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1968).
Jung, C.G. Psychology and Alchemy, CW 12 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1968).
Jung, C.G. Alchemical Studies, CW 13 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1967).
Jung, C.G. Mysterium Coniunctiones, CW 14 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1970).
Jung, C.G. The Red Book: Liber Novus, ed. Sonu Shamdasani (New York and London: W.W. Norton, 2009).
Primary sources Modernity and Secularization:

Berger, Peter L. 'Reflections on the Sociology of Religion Today'. Sociology of Religion 62 (2001): pp. 443-454.
Best, Steven, and Douglas Kellner, Postmodern Theory. Critical Interrogations (London: MacMillan, 1991) Chapter 1.

Curry, Patrick, 'Magic vs. Enchantment'. Journal of Contemporary Religion 14 (1999): pp. 401-412.

Curry, Patrick, 'Enchantment and Modernity'. PAN: Philosophy, Activism, Nature 9 (2012): pp. 76-89.

Durkheim, Emile, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008).
Hanegraaff, Wouter J., 'New Age Spiritualities as Secular Religion: a Historian's Perspective' Social Compass 46 (1999): pp.145-160.
Hanegraaff, Wouter J.,  New Age Religion and Western Culture (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1998).

Heelas, Paul, and Linda Woodhead, The Spiritual Revolution (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005).
Stark, Rodney. 'Secularization, R.I.P.', Sociology of Religion 60 (1999): pp. 249-273.
Swatos, William H. and Kevin J. Christiano, 'Secularization Theory: The Course of a Concept', Sociology of Religion 60 (1999): pp. 209-228.
Tschannen, Olivier. 'The Secularization Paradigm: A Systematization'. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 30 (1991): pp. 391-415.
Weber, Max, From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology ed. H.H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills (London: Routledge, 1991) p.155.

Yinger, J. Milton, 'A Structural Examination of Religion'. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 8 (1969): pp. 88-89.

York, Michael, 'Astrology and New Age: Minority Religion with Mainstream Appeal'. Paper presented at the ASR/ASA Conference, Anaheim, USA, 18 august 2001.

Time Schedule:
An outline of a likely timetable to completion. 
July
Modernity and Secularization

Introduction to the psychology of C.G. Jung

August / September / October
Key issues from the psychology of C.G. Jung in relation to secularization
October – December:

Introduction

Conclusion

Abstract

Integration / Finishing

Ethical issues:
Please describe any ethical issues, if any, which are related to your proposed study, and outline how these will be addressed: 
I have read the ethical guidelines and there are no ethical issues.
Date submitted July 17, 2014.
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