OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:
29.9.2023, Year 4 mixed ability classroom

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The critical incident setting was a mainstream mixed ability year 4 class during a morning literacy session.  In the class, there were 20 pupils, 1 class teacher, and 1 teaching assistant for a pupil with visual needs, Pupil A. Pupils were sat in groups,  with 4/5 pupils at each table and one table near the front in a line with pupil A sat at the far end. The teaching assistant sat away from pupil A in order to increase the independence of the pupil.





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The critical incident that was identified was when Pupil A approached the teaching assistant to ask for help setting up a prodigy device to enable the pupil to read the information on the board. The device camera projected onto an IPAD which was on Pupil A’s desk in front of him. Pupil A realised he could not read the points on the board easily and identified that he needed extra support. He approached the teaching assistant who was seated at another table and asked her for help. The teaching assistant immediately acknowledged the request, got the requested device, and helped Pupil A set it up. Pupil A was then able to continue with the task.



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


Support was given to Pupil A from the teaching assistant? Examine theoretical backgrounds to support within the classroom, exmaine current legislation on the support of pupils with ALN.
How Pupil A can recognise and ask for support? 
How does the seating arrangement support/ disregard the pupil's need for inclusion within the classroom?
Should the teaching assistant be positioned next to the pupil to provide the best support? 
What are the advantages and disadvantages of the teaching assistant sitting away from the pupil? 
How does the use of technology impact the pupil's well-being?









