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The Basics

WHY: To deconstruct the human-animal
binary in the Eurocentric eye, highlighting how
WHEN: 2014 ayint ¢ €ve, AIMUShTNG
waste is symptomatic of spatiotemporal
continuation.

Reference: Reno, J., 2014. Toward a New Theory of Waste: From ‘Matter out of Place’ to Signs of Life.
Theory, Culture & Society. New York, Binghamton University.



Question to consider:

What is ‘waste’ to you!

(Flickr, 2022) (Picryl, 2022) (PxHere, 2022)



Summary:

Material matter has agency, therefore waste s not merely a human symptom.

Waste is b10—sem1ot1c as an example of life. A trail of flux (Ingold) change V1tahty and embod1ment of

P | ~
ound them within the be HH’ and

Human-Animal Binary = (Seat):

In a new materiality's perspective it highlights the systems of thinking - Actor-Network theory (Law and
Callon, 1982). How non human actors engage with human ones in a constantly shifting network where
materials are defined and redefined in their relationships, (Recycling, Income, Raw material).



Scholarship:

. Supporting the claim that waste acts as a
symptom of human existence, (John Knechtel, 2007: 9).

(Geest, 2007: 392) Waste is

about intention or use rather than location or state; supports the concept that there is a human-animal binary.

High and low, private and public, sanitary and unsanitary, civilised and animalistic (Stallybrass and White, 1989). Similarly to that of Darwin’s theory and
Mendel’s Law it is how things are received.

_(Douglas, 1966). Supports the argument that something is only considered ‘dirty’ once it is removed from its intended use.

However Douilas also has an ariuabli anthroiocentric view of ‘dirt” as a response to human activity rather than that of material agency —

Timothy Morton (2013).
Hyper objects are real events or phenomenon so vast that it is beyond human comprehension; this supports material agency and a non human concept of
waste as global disasters arguably create waste by moving matter out of place.

Bio-Semiotic paradigm: Experimental fact and claim about code.



Key words:

& Spatio-temporal - belonging to both space and time or to space-time.

¢ Biosemiotics - "life" the production and interpretation of signs and codes and their

communication in the biological realm.

¢ Human-Animal Binary - the divide that separates the human from all other animal

beings.

® Symptomatic - serving as a symptom or sign, especially of something undesirable.



Activity:

Interact with the materials I asked you to bring...

* How does it feel?

* Is this waste?

e Why did you choose those
materials?

» What did you interact with first!

* How do you feel?
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