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WHO: JOSHUA RÉNO

WHAT: AN ARTICLE THAT ARGUES THE 
LABELING OF MATTER AS ‘WASTE’ IS AN 
ARBITRARY AND ANTHROPOCENTRIC 

TASK.

WHERE: BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY

WHY: To deconstruct the human-animal 
binary in the Eurocentric eye, highlighting how 

waste is symptomatic of spatiotemporal 
continuation.

WHEN: 2014

Reference: Reno, J., 2014. Toward a New Theory of Waste: From ‘Matter out of Place’ to Signs of Life. 
Theory, Culture & Society. New York, Binghamton University.
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• How does it feel?
• Is this waste?
• Why did you choose those 

materials?
• What did you interact with first?
• How do you feel?




