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Article 3- The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children (Unicef, no date). 

· The Flying Start programme was developed by Welsh Government to provide children in deprived areas in Wales with the best start in life and to ensure they are not disadvantaged by poverty. This is outlined in their first and seventh core aims. (Play Wales Chwarae Cymru, 2020). Welsh Government (2012) suggests that early identification of needs and appropriate, timely referral is key in ensuring improved future outcomes for children and young people. Furthermore, Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 has a key principle of prevention and early intervention, suggesting an increase of preventative services would reduce escalation to a critical need level. Multi-agency working is an essential part of the Flying Start programme to ensure the full picture of the child and their family needs are known, enabling the most effective support systems to be put in place. This is also identified in All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) which explains that communicating and working in partnership with agencies is vital in effectively identifying and protecting vulnerable children and young people.
· Working in partnership with parents and carers best supports children and brings their best interests to the forefront. Care Inspectorate Wales (CIW) (2016) outline in standard six of the National Minimum Standards (NMS) the requirement that staff should work in partnership with parents to meet the individual needs of a child and fully recognises and respects the parent’s primary responsibility for their child. It ensures parents are kept informed about their child’s development, achievements and has access to records held about their child. Involving parents and carers at the start of their child’s learning journey enables strong, positive relationships to be formed and for crucial information about the child or young person to be shared that will inform practice, planning and approaches based on their individual needs. 
· The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) requires practitioners to have a clear understanding of how children and young people develop in order for them to plan a range of activities that support and celebrate individual development and abilities. Provision should be holistic in its approach to teaching and inspire children and young people to become confident learners keeping them at the heart of planned activities. 
Article 12- Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. This right applies at all times, for example during immigration proceedings, housing decisions or the child’s day-to-day home life (Unicef, no date).

· Welsh Government set seven core aims that were guided by the UNCRC. The fifth core aim states that children are listened to, treated with respect, and are able to have their race and cultural identity recognised (Play Wales Chwarae Cymru, 2020). By providing a range of activities in a rich environment, children are able to make informed choices about what activities they engage in and purposeful observations can be undertaken by practitioners for future planning ensuring individual needs are met holistically.
· The Children Act 1989 and The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) seek out the wishes and feelings of the child ensuring children and young people are part of the decision making process by which they are affected. The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) further supports inclusion encouraging children to participate in planning for their own learning based on their interests, talents and abilities. 
· By adopting a keyworker system, the same practitioner can work with the same child or young person developing a close and respectful relationship. The practitioner is able to ensure the views of the child are acknowledged and respected, regardless of the age of the child, by observing them closely (Nutbrown, 2011).
· The Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 outlines four key principles to the legislation, one of these is Voice and Control. It recognises and emphasises the individual and their needs being at the centre of their care. By giving an individual a voice and control, supports them reaching outcomes focussed on their well-being. 


The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) came into force in the United Kingdom in January 1992. The UNCRC consists of 54 articles that grants children and young people a specific set of rights (Welsh Government, 2010). This set of rights is non-negotiable and consists of four core principles; non-discrimination, the best interests of the child, the right to life, survival and development and respect for the views of the child. (Office of the Advocate for Children and Young People (ACYP), no date). Welsh Government adopted the UNCRC in January 2004 and it now forms the basis for all policy and work undertaken with children and young people in Wales. (Welsh Government, no date).

In conclusion, it is evident that many of the articles within the UNCRC are interlinked and all work cohesively with one another to best support children and young people. Practitioners have a duty to children and young people to uphold their rights and plan carefully in order for their full potential to be reached. The voice of a child and young person should never be lost and should be at the centre of policy, procedure and practice at all times. 
Article 6- Every child has the right to life. Governments must do all they can to ensure that children survive and develop to their full potential (Unicef, no date).

· The All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) outline the principle that all professionals and agencies working with children and young people have a duty to protect them against suffering significant harm. It underpins child protection practices both locally and regionally for Safeguarding Boards and outlines how child protection referrals are made and how action plans are implemented. This is an essential aspect of ensuring children and young people survive and develop to their full potential. This is reflected in the Welsh Government third core aim which states that children should enjoy the best possible physical and mental, social and emotional health, including freedom from abuse, victimisation and exploitation (Play Wales Chwarae Cymru, 2020). Furthermore, this is supported by Article 19 on the UNCRC which outlines that the Government have a responsibility to ensure children and young people are protected from violence, abuse and harm from their parents or any other care givers. (Unicef, no date). 
· CIW (2016) outline in the NMS that all practitioners who care for children and young people have a duty to recognise children’s rights and provide support and guidance in order for them to reach their full potential. Standard thirteen and eighteen of the NMS ensure that suitable persons are recruited to care for children and young people including stipulations for clear enhanced Disclosure Barring Service checks, suitably qualified and experienced staff, further mandatory Child Protection and Paediatric First Aid training and specific setting policies and procedures that are underpinned by the All Wales Child Protection Procedure (2008) are shared with families. 
· Rights to Action (2004) and Foundation Phase Framework (2015) suggests that all children and young people will have their talents and personalities developed as part of the education they are provided. Education should be adapted to suit the abilities and maturities of children and young people ensuring all can access the curriculum equally and have a fair opportunity to develop to their full potential. 




Article 31- Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities (Unicef, no date). 

· As suggested by Stoudt (no date) the Reggio Emilia approach views children as beings who have a vast potential to learn from all that surrounds them and this potential is unlocked by their curiosity. By promoting curiosity, problem solving, communication, logical thinking and self-expression through the learning opportunities offered by practitioners, children are able to become fully immersed in play. Isaacs (2013) shares this opinion suggesting that play and exploration support a child in developing a knowledge and understanding of the world around them, helping them become good problem solvers. 
· Wales- A Play Friendly Country is a piece of statutory guidance introduced by Welsh Government in 2014, in which Local Authorities must ensure there are sufficient opportunities for play for children and young people in their community (Welsh Government, 2014). It is recognised that play is central to a child’s developmental progress, their enjoyment of life and well-being. This is also outlined as the fourth core aim by Welsh Government; have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities (Play Wales Chwarae Cymru, 2020). 
· CIW (2016) suggest that children learn through first-hand experiences and that play helps them to practice and consolidate skills to support their understanding. Standard seven in NMS requires practitioners to plan and provide learning and play opportunities that promote the child’s development holistically. 
· Teaching and Learning Pedagogy that was developed by Welsh Government in 2008 suggests that children are naturally curious. Hands on, experimental play opportunities encourage children to be imaginative, creative, to investigate, solve problems, make discoveries and express their views. Practitioners should carefully plan for these opportunities across the seven areas of learning within the Foundation Phase Framework (2015). 
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