Book biography- Library project.
Provenance: 
The book PHI04758 was donated to the Rodrick Bowen Library by Thomas Phillips at some point between 1834 and 1851 along with 22,500 other volumes of literature.[footnoteRef:1] It was originally published in two parts for the Royal Library in the years 1568 and1569 by the same publisher. [1:  http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/rbla/a-z-list-of-collections/thomas-phillips-collection/] 

Physical aspects of the book: 
This book is a New Testament Bible composited into two parts, the first being the four gospels and the second being a collection of gospel letters transposed in Greek, printed before the first official English bible was commissioned by King James I/ VI at the beginning of the 17th century. Each part has a title page written in a mixture of Greek and Latin. The first cover page is lightly decorated with a black printed frame surrounding the script:
 ΤΗΣ ΚΑΙΝΗΣ/ λϝατήϻηs άʹπσϝυΤα/ Nouun Testamentum/ EX BIBLIOTHECA REGIA/ ΒασΙλεϊ T’ άϝατῷ κραΤερῷ Τ’ αίχυηΤῦ./ LVTETIᴁ,/ Ex officina Roberti Stephani typography/ Regis. typis Regis/ M.D.LXIX.
The second title page follows the same format as the first with a different script:
ΑΙ ΤΟϒ ΑΤΙΟϒ ΡΑΥΛΟϒ / ΕπΙΣΤΟΛΑΙ./ Αi κατολίηαῖ ’ẟπΙζολαϳ./ Αποηάλμϯis Τ̃ άϝίϑ ίωανν Τ̃ τεολότομ./ LVTETIᴁ,/ Ex officina Roberti Stephani typography/ Regis. typis Regis/ M.D.LXVIII.
The boards of the book appear to be made from millboard, according to the levels of peeling, visible due to slight damage on the front board’s top right corner. The book is small but appears to be of high quality with two engraved clasps and guilt tool leather thongs, with no visible clasp plates. There is no title label, however there are still 5 raised bands with head and tail bands fully intact, showing that the book was well taken care of. However, there are small amounts of fading to the guilt tooling on the spine. Also guilt tooled are the leafs and the foredge. The front and back board have Latin quotation from scriptures inscribed in gold[footnoteRef:2] but follow the simplistic design of the rest of the book. The boards are fully bound in what appears to be red Russian Leather which has aged, however, with the age of the book the leather used could have been Red Moroccan goatskin. Attached to the internal sides of the boards is marbled paper. [2:  Front: Verba Vitae Aeternae Habet. IOANN. 6. Ch. Surrounded in an oval by the words: LEGE, DILIGE, and ELIGE following the oval around clockwise from the top.
Back: Ipsum Audite. MATTH. 17. Ch. Surrounded in an oval by the words: GUSTA, RUMINA, and DEVORA following the oval around clockwise from the top.] 

With the fact that between 90 to 150 years could have passed from the original printing to the later style of binding with marbled paper and leather types; the condition of the paper suggests that the book was rebound at some point during the late 17th or early 18th century rather than being bound for the first time. 
Pagination and signatures:
This book has 342 marked pages with signatures demonstrating how the pages were constructed into quires. However, there does not seem to be any pagination, although chapters of certain ‘books’ are marked in the margins. As is demonstrated by the dates on the cover sheets, both parts were printed separately a year apart but were bound together as a single item. However, the formatting for the whole of the book is the same throughout, despite the discrepancy of the printing dates. The quires of the book are bound into octavo. With the beginning of each ‘book’ there is a header illustration separating the text and a form of historiated initial to open the new section of text.   
The pattern of the collation throughout the whole book is as follows:
First Book.
15 blank leaf’s/ *i *ii *iii *iiii ----/ **j **ij **iij **iiij ----/ a.i a.ii a.iii a.iiii ----/ b.i b.ii b.iii. b.iiii ----/ c.i c.ii c.iii c.iiii ----/ d.i d.ii d.iii d.iiii ----/ e.i e.ii e.iii e.iiii ----/ f.i f.ii f.iii f.iiii ----/ g.i g.ii g.iii g.iiii ----/ h.i h.ii h.iii h.iiii ----/ l.i l.ii l.iii l.iiii ----/ m.i m.ii m.iii m.iiii ----/ n.i n.ii n.iii n.iiii ----/ o.i o.ii o.iii o.iiii ----/ p.i p.ii p.iii p.iiii ----/ q.i q.ii q.iii q.iiii ----/ r.i r.ii r.iii r.iiii ----/ s.i s.ii s.iii s.iiii ----/ t.i t.ii t.iii t.iiii ----/ v.i v.ii v.iii v.iiii ----/ x.i x.ii x.iii x.iiii ----/ y.i y.ii y.iii y.iiii ----/ z.i z.ii z.iii z.iiii ----/ A.i A.ii A.iii A.iiii ----/ B.i B.ii B.iii B.iiii ----/ C.i C.ii C.iii C.iiii ----/ D.i D.ii D.iii D.iiii ----/ E.i E.ii E.iii E.iiii ----/ F.i F.ii F.iii F.iiii ----/ G.i G.ii G.iii G.iiii ----/ H.i H.ii H.iii H.iiii ----/ Blank leaf/ 
Second Book.
aa.i aa.ii aa.iii aa.iiii ----/ bb.i bb.ii bb.iii bb.iiii ----/ cc.i cc.ii cc.iii cc.iiii ----/ dd.i dd.ii dd.iii dd.iiii ----/ ee.i ee.ii ee.iii ee.iiii ----/ ff.i ff.ii ff.iii ff.iiii -----/ gg.i gg.ii gg.iii gg.iiii ----/ hh.i hh.ii hh.iii hh.iiii ----/ ii.i ii.ii ii.iii ii.iiii ----/ lz.i lz.ii lz.iii lz.iiii ----/ ll.i ll.ii ll.iii ll.iiii ----/ mm.i mm.ii mm.iii mm.iiii ----/ nn.i nn.ii nn.iii nn.iiii ----/ oo.i oo.ii oo.iii oo.iiii ----/ pp.i pp.ii pp.iii pp.iiii ----/ qq.i qq.ii qq.iii qq.iiii ----/ rr.i rr.ii rr.iii rr.iiii ----/ ss.i ss.ii ss.iii s.iiii ----/ tt.i tt.ii tt.iii tt.iiii ----/ vv.i vv.ii vv.iii vv.iiii ----/ xx.i xx.ii xx.iii xx.iiii ----/ yy.i yy.ii yy.iii y.iii/ Blank leaf/ ----/ zz.j zz.ij zz.iij zz.iiij ----/ Aa.j Aa.ij Aa.iij Aa.iiij ----/ 16 Blank leaf’s. 
The complete linear pattern of the collation shows that there are not any pages missing. But notably, there does seem to be inexplicable damage to the book in the form of a small hole at a 20degree angle heading inward at the bottom mid right of page *i to the fourth blank after the signature page hiiii.  
Summary of the Book’s condition:
The small bible, measuring 12.5x 8x 3.8cm (Lx Wx D), seems to have survived in almost perfect condition, with only slight discoloration of the paper and partial fading of the text. This suggests that the book did experience some use to have aged it, however, it was well cared for. With this it can be assumed that the bible was for private use rather than for familial or public use and was not passed around enough by collectors to have sustained notable damage during its life time. It was rebound at least one time, showing once again that great care was taken. And it has thus survived in its entirety until it was donated in the 19th century. 
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