The Clash of the Clans, The Clash of the Media
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Mod and Rockers. I know what you’re thinking “What in the world are you talking about?” Well you’re in for a treat because in today’s blog I’ll be waffling about Stan Cohen investigation about social reaction to deviant behaviour. We will look at deviance, the mods and rockers, moral panic, media and the social reaction to deviant behaviour.

Stanley Cohen(1972),  sociology professor, investigated the  social reaction to deviant behaviour. He wanted to know how people respond and act to someone committing a deviant crime. Deviant? I know what you’re thinking, “What is Deviance?” Well, deviance is a complex term. It is regularly referred to as any behaviour that breaches social norms. This is hard to measure because members of society all share a variety of norms and values which makes it difficult to define it as one “thing”. 
Cohen’s investigation was influenced by Howard Becker’s(1963) labelling theory which is also known as social reaction. The labelling theory refers to how the behaviour of an individual may be influenced by words that have been used to describe them. Labels are influenced by discrimination and stereotypes which come from a key agent of socialisation, the media. Cohen was engrossed in the response of the media.This influenced resulted in him researching the fights that took place at the English seaside resort on bank holiday between two subcultures, the Mods and Rockers. 
A subculture refers to a group of individuals within a culture that transforms itself from the parent culture and creates its own norms , values and beliefs sometimes adding the founding principles. The Mods and the rockers were too conflicting youth subcultures. The Mods subculture was centred on wearing suits and clean, sharp outfits and listened to music genres such as the blues, rhythm and soul. On the other hand, the rockers subculture was centred black leather jackets, motorcycle boots and rode motorcycles. They mostly wore their hair in pompadour style and listened to genres like rock and roll. 
 The conflict between the to subcultures led to Cohen’s development of the moral panic. According to Cohen, this occurs when a condition, episode, person or group of people becomes defined as a threat to social values. It is presented by fashion stereotypes such as the mods and the rockers. Cohen noticed that the media overreacted and sensationalised sections of behaviour which challenged social norms. The media would overemphasise the situation and create interrelation between fictional and non- fictional violence. After the Mods vs Rockers, it created a set pattern that continued from the 1960s to 1980s with the hippies vs skin heads, punks vs Teds and the Mohawks. tribal subculture. 
He used primary sources to carry out his research which included a content analysis of all the newspapers and press that covered the period of Easter 1963 to August 1966. As stated by Cohen, 65 interviews were carried out with a quota sample. A quota sample is refers to a tailored and stratified sample that contains individuals that share the same characteristics or traits. These samples included local figures such as, local government officials, local newspapers and Members of Parliament.He observed the reactions and behaviour of crowds and actions of the police. 
He noticed the media turned the subcultures of mods and rockers into a negative culture laced with delinquency and deviant behaviour. The mass media used its elements and mechanisms to amplify the reaction. He stated that an important element in the reaction to deviance is the increase of an hypothesised set of beliefs to explain behaviour. After the moral panic is reported, the local community feels required to make sense of the situation. Individual look for reasons, experts refer back to theories, look at stereotypes and create a symbolic meaning.
 Formal and informal agents of social control were set up such as confiscation of belongings such as scooters, they were forced to attend forced labour camps, corporal punishment and fire hoses were turned on them. A batch of Yarmouth Business men set up a Safeguard Committee and they debated whether road blocks should be set up to prevent invasion by the Mods and Rockers. This meant that if any males between the ages of fourteen and twenty were caught wearing identifiable symbols such as clothes was a Mod or rocker. They were labelled as deviant which sometimes caused  the self fulfilling prophecy which was coined by Robert Merton. He refers to it as “a false definition of the situation evoking a new behaviour which makes the originally false concept come true”.  This means that individuals, the state and the media generate crime in society by labelling people by stereotypes. For example, a teacher may think a deprived working class by is deviant. She will show this by singling the boy out and telling him off for no reason. The boy even though he may not be deviant, he starts to believe the label given to him by his teacher and acts on it as a reaction. 
Another noteworthy effect of the reaction was the “dramatisation of evil. The adult reaction to event was overdramatic and sensationalised. 
Stan Cohen concluded that in general little has been spoken about the behaviour and more about the social reaction to the behaviour. He claimed that, it doesn’t mean that’s he trying to contradict any objectives of reality or attempting to display that the two youth- subcultures are blameless victims of discrimination and conspiracy’s created by the mass media.
He criticised himself by insisting that there were to lend in the model, such as “ Why did the Wilkins- type of amplification sequence ever stop? In theory the Teddy boy movement should have contributed to increase. There were obvious signs that the subcultures were heading in the same direction. He finished my concluding that transactional theory furnished a potentially good outline for studying and investigating deviance. 
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