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Within this online book it explains different theories of development. Chapter 2 covers Eriksons Eight psychosocial crises with a full description of each stage and outlines Erikson’s theory that an individual must successfully resolve eight sequential developmental crises and depending upon the outcome, this can result in a positive or negative trait being developed.
Within my presentation I had chosen to focus on the age group 7-11 this age group coincides with Eriksons stage 4 Industrious VS Inferiority. I felt I could make clear links to Eriksons stage 4 of the 8 stages of development and the ability for children to complete tasks. He believed that their ability to complete tasks and take pride in their accomplishments depended upon the feedback of parent, teachers, or care givers.

The activity of fabric creations which consisted of fabric shapes and assorted colours with strings and plastic needles would help them to create somethings useful that they could keep whilst practicing their fine motor skills. Whilst this is considered a  play activity when a child is in this phase, it is important that they can develop skills which make them feel competent and gives them a sense of achievement which contributes towards their confidence which plays a strong role in development of identity. 
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This book also talks about theories of development and what influences the development of an individual. Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development is based on the belief that people attempt to make sense of the world around them and create knowledge by having direct experience with objects, people, and ideas. 

This helped to reinforce my understanding of how important it is for children to engage in different and varied activities in order to add to their experiences and knowledge base which they can later draw from. 

The book also highlights some of the limitations within Piaget’s theory such as the lack of consideration for cultural factors in child development. The mention of this draws attention to how important cultural competence is when living within a multicultural society.  This is because social processes can vary amongst different groups and cultures which would result in different learning experiences depending on the culture.  
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This book also covers different theories of cognitive development including Vygotsky’s theory which suggests that during the course of development the child’s own activities are shaped by culture as well as the reactions of other people.
This also looks at areas where social interactions can influence cognitive development.
 
Vygotsky’s theory informs my understanding of how it is the adult’s role to hand over the psychological tools to the child and support the child’s mastery of it. This will lead to a positive development of their higher mental processes. 

This also relates back to the fabric creations activity, as I am able to give a physical example which is a social interaction by completing the activity myself as well as supporting them to engage with the activity by constructing their own creations.  
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This is another valuable source I was able to get useful and relevant information from regarding child development and psychology. This book expands on the many other psychologists that further developed and modified some of Piaget’s ideas. 

It also makes relevant critiques of theorists such as Piaget for not having a more positive view of children and suggests they could focus on what children can do, instead of what they cannot do. 

This is why having an alternative activity such as Kinetic Sand instead of making fabric creations is also good practice. Having this as an alternative activity for those who may prefer this kind of play. This allows experimentation and for the child to choose the activity they feel most comfortable with, and capable of. 
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Within this book there are examples of the similarities between the various theories about learning and cognitive development. It also provides strategies for how to implement learning and developmental activities and how they can be applied within the classroom. 

For instance, my understanding of Piaget’s theories of learning and education has expanded as it makes the point to recognise the importance of a child’s self-initiated involvement
in their learning process. As the initiator of the activities, I will offer choice and instructions on how to engage with each task, but I can also use the discovery method which would allow the children to take a more self-directed approach to the activities. 

This source also expands upon Vygotsky’s theories and explains that many learning and thinking processes have their beginnings in social interactions. 
It also goes into greater detail about how children don’t learn as much from doing tasks independently and they learn far more from attempting tasks in a collaborative way with others. 

This source further informs my understanding of how learning is rooted in social relationships, the importance of proximity whilst learning and how important learning through dialogue and instructions are. I can also apply this understanding to how I would navigate and assist during the activities mentioned within my presentation. 
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