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‘Write a 350-word reflection on your experiences of researching a piece of coursework during block 3 or 4.’
During the third block of my Foundation Degree, the topics were focused on observing and studying select texts of literature. As the name of the module ‘Understanding Literature’ may suggest, the aim is to gain a deeper knowledge of the different contextual aspects of the literature. There were two assignments set simultaneously and each was a separate choice between six questions and primary sources of literature covered in the lectures. In this reflection, I will be discussing my progress through the first assignment as I believe this one as more of  an academic and fundamental milestone within my journey at Lampeter. 
The first essay title that I chose to explore involved observing literature through the academic lens of belief that ‘Literature is a product of a specific time and place,’ and the primary source that I would be observing through this lens was “The Rime of The Ancient Mariner’ by Samuel Taylor Coleridge. With my previous assessments, I listen to a podcast about my topic that gave an hours’ worth of a summary to my topic. By following a similar procedure with Coleridge, I mapped out major points of his life, both periodically and geographically with a small amount of secondary sources that provided mostly quantitative statistical data. After further research into these major points, I reread the literature with a perceptual bias of contextual importance in regard to the time and location of both text and author.
This assignment brought about new challenges, as my personal belief of literature parallels more with Roland Barthes’ ideology of death of the author. It was this change in perception that interested me the most as this allowed me to better my sense of arguments within the essay. With this, the easiest parts of my essay were critiquing the title and allowing my own belief of literature to counter. The hardest part of this module is something that has challenged me continuously, being time management. Yet going forward, I plan to do exactly that, plan. I hope to start with initial research to expand my knowledge in the general area of what the essay is asking. Once this ‘surface-level’ research is done, I believe that the next step for me is to plan how I want to plan what points I wish to bring up in the text. 
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