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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Jumshaid Iqbal 

	STUDENT ID No.:
1920682 

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
Examine the effectiveness of educational programmes in preventing reoffending among children.

The focus of the dissertation will be on whether educational programmes are helpful in preventing children from reoffending, based on a literature review and research of public and professional perceptions. The reason for this particular research stems from the authors personal experiences of dealing with the same youths continuously reoffending, in his profession.   Statistic of forty seven percent of adults reoffend and are reconvicted within one year of being released. For low level offenders who serve under twelve months this increases to sixty percent. For children in custody the reoffending rate rises to seventy five percent (Prison Reform Trust, 2022). The system has not only failed the children, but it has also resulted in overcrowding in youth detention centres, increased overall expenditures, and aided with the  appalling public perception of the youth justice system (Youth Justice Board, 2021). The media has also contributed to the public's poor impression of teenage criminality, oblivious to the probable underlying causes of why children transgress (National Youth Agency, 2011).


The importance of this focus stems from the fact that if children are not placed in educational programmes or in the appropriate programme for them, they are more likely to reoffend, and as a result, if  youths continue to reoffend they may begin to conduct more serious crimes, resulting in prolonged imprisonment. If the preventive programmes are ineffective, the children may continue to commit crimes until they are no longer minors, at which point they will be sentenced to an adult prison, perpetuating a cycle of crime, deprivation, and imprisonment. This research will also look at some of the fundamental reasons why certain young people act the way they do, known has Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) (Harris, 2018, p.53).

 This study will not only contribute in alerting the general public about the causes of youth crime (ACEs), it will help in educating them about young vulnerable people, and assisting them in preventing their children, family members, or acquaintances from being involved in criminal behaviour. It will also provide recommendations for improvement to the local police force, and council, no matter how minor this could impact the education system.   





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Objective 1: Through a thorough literature review, the first goal of this study is to investigate the concerns of child reoffending and if educational interventions help prevent it.

Objective 2: Secondary research from relevant articles will be used to conduct a litature review to establish how ACEs affects a child’s physical and mental health, and how this may lead to the child to engage in criminal behaviour.

Objective 3: The public's opinion of teenage criminality will be investigated using surveys in order to determine whether they feel educational initiatives are effective or whether alternative ways would be more appropriate in stopping reoffending.

Objective 4: Professional/s will be interviewed to investigate whether they believe educational programmes are beneficial in preventing reoffending among children. This will also provide an insight into which programs they feel are the most beneficial. 






	LITERATURE REVIEW:

On the 12th February 1993, a two year old boy by the name of James Bulger was abducted from a shopping centre in Liverpool by two, ten year old boys, Jon Venables and Robert Thompson.  Venables and Thompson were tried and convicted as adults, for the torture and murder of Bulger (Smith, 2011). This horrible event brought to light the truth that minors are capable of monstrous deeds, and as a result of extensive media coverage of the case and the vilification of all youths who commit crimes as monsters, public perception of the youth justice system fell, prompting calls for tougher sanctions (Liverpool Echo, 2001). However Noble 2018 described The Bulger case as being: 
 “Fed into a political, media and as a result public climate of opinion that young offenders were wicked, irresponsible, immoral and evil. But these perceptions are based on an extremely rare crime and invalid presumption of an unfit system, fuelling more general stereotypes and knee jerk responses”. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               (Noble, 2018, p.01).

Jackson (2015) puts the two boys similar childhoods as the root cause of the murder, with parent separation, poverty, lack of education, domestic abuse, sexual abuse, and parent addiction. This is supported by research conducted by the U.S health Maintenance and the centre of Disease control and prevention (1998), where the large scale study looked at the ten below Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), and linked them to various health condition, including mental disorders and offending.  
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(Liverpool CAMHS, 2022).


 ACEs are traumatic, and highly stressful events that take place during childhood. This can be a singular event or sustained threats to a young person’s safety, weather that be physical or mental (Young Minds, 2018). Although research conducted by the Scottish government agree with the 1998 study, they stipulate there are additional ACEs such as grief, bullying, and poverty which may have comparable long-term detrimental impacts to a child’s physical and mental health, making them more likely to be linked to criminogenic risks including substance and alcohol abuse, poor education, deprivation, and mental health problems (Gov.Scot,2018). A study conducted by NHS Wales, showed youth prisoners with four or more ACEs were 3.4 times more likely to be prolific offenders than other prisoners with no ACEs (NHS Wales, 2018). 

Whereas an American quantitative study reported a significant correlation between ACEs and youth offending. The study found that ACEs were correlated with an increase in odds of youth offending and reoffending of between 23 percent and 35 percent, depending on the exact nature of the ACEs and of the offences committed (Sack, et al, 2014). 

Though resent years the British Government has taken note of studies conducted on ACEs and has gone against popular public opinion of harsher punishments and continued  incarceration of youths (Nature Climate Change, 2022), and has chosen to try and educate them to try and break the cycle of reoffending . A study conducted by Mohamed and Mohamed (2014) established, youths who were enrolled into educational programs while incarcerated had lower recidivism rates, had higher employability rate, and lower reoffending rate than those who did not attend the programmes. 

This is reflected in the youth justice statistics where it has shown an overall decrease to 34 percent in the rate of youth reoffending, the lowest it has been for ten years, even though the reoffending rate has been steadily falling in the last six years the 2021 rate could have been as a result of the Covid 19 restrictions (National Statistics, 2021). However this is contradicted in an article by Children and Young People Now, who state that although overall child offending has decreased, a bigger proportion of young people entering the system are repeat offenders and those with the most severe behavioural issues. According to statistics, the percentage of young people who reoffend within a year of being convicted of a crime has increased in the last ten years, with more than two-thirds of those who get a jail term reoffending (Children and Young People Now, 2022).

Although these statistics are contradictory, their views on education are the similar as other bodies. The Welsh Government stated that  for rehabilitating youth offends a strong focus should be placed on Functional skills, for example numeracy and ICT and also a strong learning core coupled with more engaging practical  lessons i.e. sports, arts and vocational training (GOV. Wales, 2022). This is confirmed by an international research study conducted by Hassan and Rosly, (2021) who discovered, vocational training is a vital part of the rehabilitation process. It gave the youths technical skills and job possibilities, which helped them avoid reoffending and reintegrate into society successfully (Hassan, N. Rosly, M. 2021).

This research study focused on the murder of James Bulger and the two suspects, Thomas and Venables, both of whom had ACEs. It then goes on to talk about the many forms of ACEs, their consequences on a child's mental and physical health, and how ACEs are connected to reoffending. The evaluation discussed the contradictory statistics surrounding adolescent offending before moving on to educational and vocational training as a method of assisting youths in their efforts to avoid reoffending.



	



SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research methodology for this study will be a combination of a public survey questionnaire (which will be widely distributed and include a diverse group of people) and one or more interviews with different professionals working in child offending. This is more appropriate for this study since professional organisations have been approached, and the author has been informed that most people would not complete surveys owing to time restrictions.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 


Through the use of questionnaires, this study will interview 20-30 members of the general public about their perceptions of children reoffending and ACEs. This has been established  as the most successful method of assessing the wider public’s opinion within the time, and will provide qualitative and quantitative data.

Interviews with a single professional from three felids: the police, the youth offending team, and a secure children's home. Because a huge number of surveys would not be filled due to job demands, the author believes this is the best alternative for gauging professional opinion.  




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

No ethical issues have been identified. All participants identities will be over 18 years old and anonymised, they will be given the opportunity to withdraw from the research at any stage. All information will be securlry stored and disposed of at the end of the research period.    
 

	
TIME SCALE:



	DATE
	Apr-2022
	May-2022
	Jun-
2022
	Jul-
2022
	Aug-2022
	Sep-2022
	Oct-
2022
	Nov-2022
	Dec-2022
	Jan-
2023

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ethics Form 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Proposal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Literature review
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Research methods chapter 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Analysis of results chapter
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Findings Chapter
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Submission of final project 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Ethic form- 16th May 2022
Proposal Form- 16th May 2022
Literature review- 25th July 2022
Research methods chapter- 5th September 2022
Analysis of results chapter- 24th October 2022
Findings chapter- 28th November 2022
Submission of final project-2nd January 2023 
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