Antiochus I Borsippa Cylinder

The Antiochus I Borsippa Cylinder was found in Babylon, modern day Iraq, and is believed to be a prayer cylinder placed in the Temple of Nabu when they rebuilt a section of it, which now has sadly been destroyed. This is shown in the text through the section of prayer to the god Nabu, which carries on past the section of text given. This cylinder is very traditional with other prayer cylinders of the time, therefore showing that the Macedonian's kept the traditions of the empires that they conquered, rather that fully immersing them in the Hellenistic culture. The placing of this barrel shaped cylinder in the temple was marked with a religious ceremony. Nabu is a Babylonian god, he was the patron God of Borsippa, and was the god of wisdom, and of writing, in fact, after Marduk, the chief god of Babylon and his presumed to be his father[footnoteRef:1], Nabu was the most important god of Babylon. The temple that was being constructed was the temple of wisdom. [1:  Erickson, 2011, p57] 


The first paragraph of translation of this text extract lists all the titles of Antiochus I at the time this cylinder was created. The second paragraph goes on to talk about how Antiochus is involved with the building of the temple and finally the third paragraph, which carries on out of the extract given, is a prayer to the god Nabu, the god which the temple is dedicated to.[footnoteRef:2] According to Sherwin-White this prayer would have been said to ensure prosperity of Antiochus' kingdom – defeating their enemies, long life, stability and so on.[footnoteRef:3] The title of Antiochus on the cylinder explains who he is and his claim to the empire that was once founded by Alexander the Great. In these titles it also describes him not just as the ruler of an empire, but a protector of the temples of Esagila and Ezida, showing that he was not just a new ruler from Macedonia that took over as king from Babylon but he was much more than that. As king of Babylon he was also carer for their temples, he was the go between for his people and their gods. However, in an article by Stevens the translation used is provider[footnoteRef:4] rather than protector, giving a slightly different meaning to the position – meaning that Antiochus I has to provide for the temple and the god Nabu, rather than just protect the temple. In the first and third paragraphs of this extract, Antiochus' father is named, as well as Nabu's father and mother, Kosmin suggests in an article that this is to draw parallels between Antiochus and the gods and make him seem to have an even stronger legitimate rule to Babylon.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  Sherwin-White, 2014, p 77]  [3:  Sherwin-White, 2014, p77]  [4:  Stevens 2014 p73]  [5:  Kosmin, 2014, 82 - 84] 


The inscription on the cylinder was written in Akkadian, an ancient language – which by the time this cylinder was created was no longer a living or spoken language. Though this did not seem to matter as this was the language in which is was appropriate to speak to the gods in, as it carried authority.[footnoteRef:6] In fact it was very likely that the king at the time did not understand what he was saying, as the language would not have been known to him, especially if he was the ruler of the Hellenistic Greek empire. The ceremony in which the placing of the prayer cylinder took place included sacrifices, lamenting[footnoteRef:7] for the old part of the temple that was being demolished, and the ceremonial placing of the first brick, which was placed by the king. This ceremony showed the importance of the king of Babylon to the people. He was the main participant in the ceremony. Although he was not the priest taking the ceremony, or the lamentation singers, he was the one who spoke to the gods, who offered up the prayer, the man who suggested the build in the first place, he even placed the first brick in ceremonial fashion to start the building.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  Sherwin-White, 2014, p80]  [7:  The lamentations sung at these ceremonies were sung in Sumerian which was a language that hadn't been spoken for nearly two thousand years. - Aspects of Seleucid Royal Ideology p80]  [8:   Sherwin-White, 2014, p80] 


This cylinder was found in 1880 in Birs-Nimrud, excavated by Hormuza Rassam, and is currently in storage at the British Museum.[footnoteRef:9] It is seen as a very traditional version of a prayer cylinder made during this era in Babylonia, as a result of this, the Antiochus I Borsippa Cylinder is a useful source for ancient historians in their research of the Hellenistic Empire. [9:  2017 The British Museum] 
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