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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


Section 130 (4) of the Social Services and Well-being Act 2014 (SSWBA) defines a child or young at risk as “a person under the age of eighteen, who has needs for care and support whether those needs are being met or not, who is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect or other types of harm” (Welsh Government, 2015). Within Local Authority xx policy (2024) the overarching duty is laid out that safeguarding is “everyone’s business” with all members of staff, or partners associated within the work force required to undertake mandatory safeguarding training and have a duty to report any concerns regarding the welfare or safety of a child or young person within their or another authority. This aligns with the duties outlined within Part 7 of the SSWBA 2014 (Welsh Government, 2015b) This also follows the key recommendations for multi- disciplinary working as outlined by Lord Laming within the Climbie inquiry (Laming, 2003).

If a referral regarding a child / young person at risk of harm or suspected to be experiencing any kind of harm or abuse, is made to the Local Authorities they have a duty of care to investigate under Part 7 (s130) of the SSWBA Wales (2014). This would initially inform how the social worker responds to the referral (Welsh Government, 2015b). Guidance in Part 7 (s130-131) SSWBA Wales (2014) also stipulates that practitioners in child safeguarding cases must also follow legislation set out by the Children Act 1989 (Department for Education,1989). Social workers must also follow the procedures and guidance within the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Safeguarding Wales, 2019) whilst referring to the Volume 5 of Working Together to Safeguard People (Welsh Government,2017) .This also aligns with the United Nations Convention (1989) Rights of the Child 1989 (UNCRC) Article19 which maintains that “every child has the rights to be protected from harm or abuse” (UNICEF, 2019). 

In cases where neglect, harm or abuse is suspected in relation to a child/ young person in need of care and support a proportionate assessment following Part 3 of SSWBA Wales (2014) should be completed following guidelines within 42 days of the referral. Assessments must be child centred, and efforts should be made to work in partnership with families or significant other where appropriate, to identify strengths and risk factors (Welsh Government 2017). Assessments should run parallel to any child protection procedures under section 47 of the Children Act 1989 (Department of Education, 1989). The code of Professional Practice stipulates that factual, clear and accurate records are kept to streamline the process (Social Wales 2017) This also aligns with the Data Protection Act (2018).

Under part 4 SSWBA Wales (2014) A Care and Support Protection Plan (CASPP) will be formulated by a core group provision in place, the intended outcomes, indicators of risks and how they are to be managed to safeguard the child/young person in all situations, this will be agreed by the family and all professionals involved. The child must be visited and seen at least every 10 days by a social worker and the visits must be documented. Legal frameworks following Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Safeguarding Wales,2019) would then dictate any escalation if the child was still deemed to be at risk of significant harm reverting back to section 47 investigations under the Children Act 1989 (Department for Education,1989) The Human Rights Act (1998) and Equalities Act (2010) should also be considered where necessary.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


Reflecting on the differences between adult and child safeguarding in Wales both aim to protect the vulnerable from harm, child safeguarding is predominately more protective and interventionist, emphasizing the need to act in the Childs best interests. Whilst in contrast adult safeguarding in Wales is predominately focused on empowerment, autonomy, rights and respecting choices even when they involve certain risks. Clements (2021) cautions that in spite of Wales making notable process in relation to developing safeguarding, adult safeguarding still appears to be in the early infancy stages in comparison to children’s safeguarding procedures. 

Adult and child safeguarding in Wales have key differences, this is due to the distinct needs and legal frameworks. Types of abuse that concern children’s safeguarding included emotional, physical, financial, sexual and neglect, there is also a focus on the impact of witnessing abuse, domestic abuse with the home, and exploitation. Whereas Adults safeguarding tend to cover a broader range on the type of abuse including emotional, physical, sexual and neglect there is also a focus on financial abuse, modern slavery, self-neglect, domestic violence and abuse within a care setting. 

There is a notable difference in decision making and capacity in children’s safeguarding, decisions are typically made by adults on their behalf, although a child’s views and wishes are increasing considered. “Gillick Competence” refers to the right of a child under the age of 16 (Griffiths, 2021) and would be adopted for children under the age of 16 to assess if they are understanding their situation and can recognise how their choices can affect outcomes. If a child under 16 assessed as lacking “competence” then the person with guardianship/parental rights can then make a decision on their behalf.  In contrast within adults safeguarding, the critical consideration is their mental capacity. The Mental Capacity Act (2005) would apply to determine if an adult can make an informed decision about the well-being and safety, if an adult is deemed to lack the capacity in an area then decisions are made in their best interests always looking for the least restrictive option.

The way risk is managed can differ for adults and children, Adults can be detained under the Mental Health Act (2007) or deprived of their liberty under the Mental Capacity Act (2005). However, there is significant less legislation in place to remove an adult from a place significant harm. However, SSWB Wales (2014) allow specific allocated people to apply to the court to access a home to speak with an adult on their own if there is fear that they are being stopping from speaking freely. Whereas within children’s services there are clear guidelines and pathways set out of how agencies must work together to keep the child safe following Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) and reverting to the Children Act (1989) escalating where necessary to the point of removal through the court system.
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