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According to Guest Post (2021) storytelling is beneficial in supporting children’s literacy development because the children will develop new vocabulary and can use the knowledge to communicate with others and improve their grammar as they have an understanding of the meaning of words. With this in mind, Donaldson (2015) highlights that the development of digital competence is important in storytelling and should be used naturally in every day life. This paper will focus on the narrator’s behaviour and skills that have been observed during the traditional and digital storytelling activity. The skills that will be discussed are asking questions, characterization and props. 

The first skill that is going to be discussed is asking questions. Welsh Government (2019b) claims that asking questions is beneficial during storytelling because children can make sense of what they have heard, seen and read and develop an understanding of the narrative of the story. The Classroom Nook (no date) and Torralba, (no date) highlights the importance of asking questions and believes that questioning ensures that children are listening, understanding the story and support’s children’s engagement. To extend, by asking questions children will develop their communication and language skills as they answer questions by expressing ideas and their opinions (White et al 2018). For example: by asking the question of what foods and drinks the tiger might find in the kitchen, children are given the opportunity to develop their vocabulary as their thinking of different foods and drinks and then answering the question by communicating and using their language. Welsh Government (2019a) highlights that storytelling is beneficial because it links to progression one of Language, Literacy and Communication as children will develop an understanding of what they have heard, seen and read and express opinions and answer questions that relate to the story. 
Furthermore, Lev Vygotsky believed that children’s learning ability of language is supported by social interaction (Gowrie Marketing, 2022). With this in mind, the narrator supported the language of children by social interaction because it can be seen that the individual is asking a range of different questions about the concept of the stories. The role of the narrator was important in the storytelling activity because Vygotsky believed that the adults are the knowledgeable other that support’s children’s language development and understanding (Gowrie Marketing, 2022). By supporting children’s language development, Montag, Jones and Smith (2015) claims that children learn language from the speech they hear. By considering this, the narrator is supporting the language of children by reading a book as the individual is reading the story whilst the children are listening to the text. 
By considering the narrator behaviour and skills during the stories, it can be seen that the individual is engaging with the children by interacting and asking questions despite the storytelling activity being digital or traditional. The digital story of ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ included questions. The questions were: I wonder what else the tiger will find? What foods and what drinks will he find? Did you enjoy the story? Would you like if the tiger came to tea in your house? And in the traditional story of ‘Rydyn Ni’n Mynd i Hela Arth’, the narrator was asking questions. The questions were: O chi wedi mwynhau y stori na? Ydych chi’n credu bod yr arth yn edrych yn hapus neu’n drist? Pam ti’n credu mae’r arth yn edrych yn drist? 
By observing the narrator behaviour and skills, it can be seen that the individual is asking open-ended questions. Open-ended questions are beneficial because it supports children to be an independent learner as they would have to have a conversation with the adult as children would have to increase their vocabulary as an open-ended question does not include a yes or no answer (Scholastic Parents Staff, 2022) Whilst asking questions, the narrator was engaging with the children by using eye contact and pausing as it encourages children to voice their opinion and feel that their opinion and views matter. In other words, the narrator was supporting article 12 of children’s rights to voice their opinion because the narrator is seen interacting with the children, engaging with the children and given the children their full attention by providing eye contact and pauses during the storytelling activities (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2022 and Arnerich, 2022).

The second skill that is going to be discussed is characterization. According to Berkowitz (2011) characterization is important in storytelling because children will gain an understanding of the characters voice and identity. Wilkinson (2019) and Guay (2022) believes that children enjoy listening to the sound of the storytellers’ voices and oral expressions engages children to listen to the story as they gather an understanding of different characters from the book. To extend, characterisation in storytelling brings the story to life as the different characters have unique voices that makes the individuals in the story different from each other (Ben, 2012 and Bryan’s English Club, 2017). Ben (2012) maintains that the tone of voice in characterization is beneficial in story time because children will develop an understanding of the characters emotions and personality. Additionally, Coles (2022) maintains that characterization and tone of voice supports children’s understanding of how the characters feel, think and communicate.  
By observing the traditional and digital storytelling activity, the narrator was using characterization during the digital story. The digital story of ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ included characterization because it can be heard that the narrator changed the voice by pretending to be the mam and the tiger. In the traditional story of ‘Rydyn Ni’n Mynd i Hela Arth’, the narrator did not use characterization as there was no dialogue in the story because the characters were not talking and communicating to each other. 
When characterization is used during storytelling, it supports children to understand the meaning of dialogue. In other words, during the digital storytelling activity of ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ the storyteller could have pointed towards the speech marks and explain the meaning because children will develop their literacy and punctuation skills which is important for writing and language. By explaining the meaning of speech marks, children will understand that the words are spoken by characters from the story (The School Run, 2022). For example: the tiger said ‘Excuse me, but I’m very hungry. Do you think I could have tea with you?’ and ‘Thank you for my nice tea. I think I’d better go now’ (Jerath, 2021). And the mother said: ‘I wonder who that can be’, ‘we’d better open the door and see’, ‘of course, come in’, ‘would you like a sandwich’, ‘would you like a drink’ and ‘I don’t know what to do. I’ve got nothing for Daddy’s supper, the tiger has eaten it all’ (Jerath, 2021). 
Furthermore, David Crystal claimed that language play is an important factor in supporting children’s literacy development because children will be more likely wanting to engage with other story books. Crystal believed that playing with language should be a natural way to support children to learn language and oracy skills (Chicago, no date). In other words, the storytelling activities encouraged this as the narrator made the story engaging and existing for children by changing the voices for the different characters. Moreover, Albert Mehrabian believed that communication is made up of three parts and one part that supports children’s communication is the tone of voice because he suggests that the emotion of the story is more important than the words that is being said from the story book (Toomes, 2022). 

The final skill that is going to be discussed is props. An example of props that relates to storytelling is: puppets, teddies, masks and small toy objects. Datta (2022) believes that props are an important factor in storytelling because it helps bring the story to life, supports the adult to tell the story in an interesting and engaging way and for children to have a better understanding of the narrative of the story. Denver Read Aloud Program (2015) and Guay (2022) claims that props provide adults the opportunity to add more fun and excitement in story time because the props are supporting children’s imagination as they are seeing the items that relates to the story. To extend, Guay (2022) maintains that props encourage children to develop their comprehension skills because children will develop the understanding of the story and be able to re-tell the story by looking at the different props. 
By considering the narrator behaviour and skills during the stories, it can be seen that the individual is using a range of different props. In the digital story of ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’, the narrator used a cup, a teapot, a tiger puppet, a toy tiger, keys and a tun of tiger food. And in the traditional story of ‘Rydyn Ni’n Mynd i Hela Arth’, the narrator used a teddy bear. By observing the narrator behaviour and skills during the storytelling activities, it can be seen that the individual was using more props during the digital story than the traditional story. This could have happened because the narrator was holding a large book during the traditional story which could decrease the number of props as the narrator could not manage holding props and a large story. 
One can go as far to say that a puppet is a very good prop to use in story time. Cochrane (2014) claims that a puppet makes story time a fun and engaging activity for children because the puppet can be shown throughout the story. When the story has been told, children could be given the opportunity to play and interact with the puppet. By doing this, children are developing their language skills as they are communicating and interacting with the puppet and also supporting children’s narrative skills as the young children could be role playing by telling the story (Cochrane, 2014). By observing the narrator behaviour and skills during the story ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’, it can be seen that the individual is looking and communicating to the tiger puppet. Cochrane (2014) points out that looking at a puppet is beneficial in story time because it engages children to the prop.
To extend, Guay (2022) believes that props support children’s symbolic representation and understanding of the connection between written words and spoken words. That is to say, Jean Aitchison highlights the importance of props because in the first stage of children’s oracy development they must understand that words and objects have meaning (HowOld, 2022). For example: in the digital story of ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’, the word tiger was said. By considering this, the narrator supported the children’s understanding of the meaning of the word by showing the tiger puppet and toy tiger because children will understand that the word that is written in the story was ‘tiger’ and then understanding the meaning by showing the tiger puppet and toy. In other words, the narrator supported children’s oracy development whilst using props because the children are understanding the meaning of different items and objects and also developing vocabulary. 

To conclude, the points presented suggest that asking questions supports children’s understanding of the story, characterization supports children’s understanding of the different characters and props support story telling because it engages children as it makes story time more engaging and fun. The storyteller has learnt that they are an effective storyteller because they are asking questions to develop children’s knowledge and also using characterization and props to increase children’s engagement throughout the story. As a final point, the storytelling activities have influenced the storyteller to improve their future practise by attending courses that supports individuals to present stories through digital devices as the narrator is more familiar with traditional storybooks. 
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