Chapter 1. Introduction
1.1 Background
Youth knife crime in England and Wales is a growing concern due to a complex interplay of social, economic, mental health and political factors (Gwata, et al. 2024). According to the Youth Endowment Fund (2025), 409 children aged 0-17 were admitted to hospital following knife assault in the year ending March 2025. This represents a 20 percent decrease from previous year; however, admissions remained 33 percent higher than in 2014/15, highlighting the continued concern surrounding serious violence affecting children and young people. Furthermore, official youth justice statistics recorded in year ending March 2024, 3,200 knife or offensive weapon offences committed by children resulting in a causation or sentence, a decrease of 6 percent from previous year but an increase of 20 percent compared with decade earlier (Youth Justic Board for England and Wales (2025). The report describing youth violence and knife crime as national pandemic found that young people viewed knife crime as a multifaced issue. It highlighted social injustice, inequality, poverty and limited opportunities as factors that may increase young people’s vulnerability to violence and gangs (Youth Select Committee, 2020).
Research exploring young people’s view on knife crime has also highlighted concerns about personal safety, trust in police and strategies young people use to feel safe (Skarlatidou et al. 2021). Young people involvement in knife carrying has identified factors including fear of victimisation, peer pressure and perceptions of personal safety (Michelmore et al. 2019). 
Alongside these individual experiences, wider social and economic conditions may also be relevant to understanding youth knife crime. Evidence concerning deprivation and inequality highlights the difficulties young people in disadvantaged communities may experience when accessing employment, education, youth services and other opportunities (Telford and Sackey, 2025). National evidence concerning young people not in education, employment or training also provide a context for understanding the relationship between limited opportunities and wider economic marginalisation (Youth Futures Foundation, 2024).
These findings highlight the complex nature of youth knife crime in England and Wales and the importance of considering both individual experiences and wider social circumstances when examining the issue. 

1.2 Research focus 
Literature examining youth knife crime in London and Croydon highlights the complex nature of youth violence and suggests that there is no single reason for young people's involvement in knife crime. Young people aged 10 to 29 may be both victims and perpetrators of knife crime. Reasons for carrying knives include robbery, intend to cause harm, self-protection, fear and self-image. Young people have also reported viewing knives as an easily accessible form of protection. Wider factors associated with youth violence include vulnerability, lack of youth and community services, limited opportunities and socioeconomic circumstances, school exclusion, mental illness and adverse childhoods can all play a part in shaping a young person in ways which have been shown to be connected to knife crime and youth violence. Vulnerable young people may be also exploited by gangs, increasing their exposure to criminal activity (Brenner, 2022).  
General Strain Theory, developed by Robert Agnew, provides a theoretical perspective for understanding how difficult social and economic circumstances may be associated with offending. The theory suggests that stain can arise when individual struggle to achieve important goals or are experience negative situations. This may produce emotions such as anger and frustration, which can increase the pressure to use criminal behaviour as a way of coping. Agnew also suggests that difficulties achieving economic goals, including those associated with unemployment, may potentially increasing the motivation to commit crime to deal with economic difficulties (Baron, 2004).
Research examining school exclusion and serious youth violence, while it recognises that school exclusion does not directly cause knife crime. The report highlights that young people excluded from mainstream education may already experience vulnerabilities, such as difficulties at home, exposure to violence and strained relationships with trusted adults. It suggests that exclusion may compound these existing vulnerabilities by reducing young people's access to a structured and supervised environment and potentially increasing their exposure to criminal exploitation, gangs and violence (Barnardo’s, 2019). 
These perspectives support examining, the relationship between deprivation, limited opportunities and youth knife crime, while recognising that disadvantage does not necessarily lead to offending. Exploring public perceptions of this relationship may also help establish how people understand the social and economic factors associated with knife crime. 

1.3 Overall aim and objective 
Aim: To understand the relationship between knife crime and deprivation among children and young people in England and Wales. 
· Objective 1: Examine the prevalence of youth involvement in knife crime in England and Wales 
· Objective 2: Explore the impact of economic marginalisation on youth and how things might increase involvement in knife crime. 
· Objective 3: Evaluate public perception on the link between deprivation and youth involvement in knife crime throughout England and Wales and what can be done to reduce risk or prevent.

1.4 Outline research methods and timescale 
The research will adopt a quantitative approach using questionnaire containing fifteen to twenty questions, primarily closed-ended, with some open-ended questions. Data will be collected through Microsoft Forms from members of the public aged 18 and over, including university students. The questionnaire will be distributed though the researcher’s existing social media platforms including WhatsApp and Instagram, to recruit participants. Questions will explore will participants views and perception of youth knife crime, with particular focus on the potential links between youth involvement in knife crime, economic marginalisation, deprivation and limited opportunities. Participation will be voluntary, and informed consent will be obtained from all participants.  Responses will be anonymous and used only for the purpose of this research. The collected data will be analysed to identify patterns and trends in participants responses. 
The targeted sample will consist of approximately hundred members of the public aged 18 and above, including a university student. Participants will be invited to take part through the researchers existing social media platforms, including WhatsApp and Instagram. The invitation will include a link to the Microsoft Forms questionnaire, which is expected to take approximately five to ten minutes to complete. The questionnaire will be asking participants about their views and opinions on the relationship between youth knife crime, economic marginalisation, deprivation and limited opportunities. The questionnaire will also explore their views on potential ways to reduce or prevent youth knife crime. 

1.5 Value of research topic  
Existing literature has explored factors associated with youth life crime, including economic marginalisation, deprivation and limited opportunities. These factors provide an important basis for understanding the circumstances that may contribute to young people's involvement in knife crime. However, understanding the youth knife crime also requires consideration of how individual choices may relate to wider structural disadvantage. Exploring these perspectives together may help develop a broader understanding of the issue beyond explanation that focuses solely on individual behaviour. 
A further area of interest concerns the prevention of youth knife crime. Although existing literature discusses factors associated with knife crime, the sources reviewed for this study do not significantly explore public perception of these factors or what members of the public believe could help prevent youth knife crime. This presents an opportunity to investigate how people understand the potential relationship between economic disadvantage, limited opportunities and youth involvement in knife crime, alongside the views on possible approaches to prevention.
This research aims to address this gap by examining public opinions and perceptions of youth knife crime in England and Wales. Through a questionnaire, the study will explore whether participants believe that economic marginalisation, deprivation and limited opportunities may contribute to youth involvement in knife crime. It will also investigate which approaches participants believe could help reduce or prevent youth knife crime including whether improving opportunities for young people is considered important. The value of this research lies in bringing together public views on potential contributing factors and potential approaches to prevention. The findings may provide insight into public attitude and identify areas for further research while contributing to a wide understanding of youth knife crime that considers both individual circumstances and structural disadvantages. 
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