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Moral theories today

Utilitarianism
• Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832)

• John Stuart Mill (1806-1873)

The greatest happiness for the greatest number

Deontological ethics
• Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)

Primacy of duty and imperative



Virtue ethics
Aristotle (384-322BCE)

• The Nicomachean Ethics

Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)

• Summa Theologiae

Primacy of character in perfecting the virtues

Virtue understood as habit



Natural law ethics
Thinking about law today

Law in Aquinas
• Eternal law: The ‘mind’ of God

• Natural law: A way of being human (in relation to God)

• Human law: Social rules

The relationship between the eternal and natural laws



You might like to read
• Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae 1a2ae.55-63 & 93-95

• Alasdair McIntyre, After Virtue. London: Duckworth, 1981


