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[bookmark: _GoBack]This portfolio will look at the text that describes the reliquary of Sainte Foy, to do this one will consider who Sainte Foy was, what her reliquary represents, and also a consideration as to what the texts fails to mention in comparison to an image of the reliquary.
The reliquary in the text is that of Sainte Foy. We know that Sainte Foy, came from a high nobility family, and that she believed that Christ himself created her in his image. We see a crown being described in the text which is on her reliquary, and this crown is possibly the crown she received in Agen as a martyr’s passion. However, the text does not give us clarity on the fact that this crown came from receiving the martyr’s passion, so one must speculate. We also know that Sainte Foy was indeed martyred and burned for believing in Jesus and Christianity.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Trans P. Sheingorn, The Book Of Sainte Foy, (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1995). Page 34, 35] 

We must now consider what a reliquary was in the middle ages and to see if that of Sainte Foy differed from the rest. A reliquary housed relics of a saint or important laymen such as popes and bishops. Relics were popular in the middle ages and had been the most prolific aspect of Christianity in the West. As well as this they were significant in religion, as it was important to know what someone’s body would be kept in and its geographical location. Relics were also used to consecrate altars.[footnoteRef:2] The text does not give us enough description on how Saint Foy is represented in terms of looks as a reliquary, we know from the miracles of Sainte Foy that she was a beautiful young woman, however, having personally looked at the reliquary it is hard to see this representation of a beautiful women come through.[footnoteRef:3] Was this because the reliquary was not made during her lifetime and that the creators had no representation to go by. This is questioned because historians Javelt and Morrison, believe that reliquaries were supposed to look like their hosts due to the assumption that the body was created in Gods image so one would have to stay true to that in death.[footnoteRef:4] Although we do know that Sainte Foys reliquary had been around long enough to cure a chronicler of the middle ages of fear.[footnoteRef:5] What is different with the Sainte Foy reliquary is the fact that it is a full body reliquary, the most popular reliquary of these times would be that of the head and hands due to their communication role.[footnoteRef:6] The fact that this reliquary has so many features such as various jewels within it must suggest that this person was indeed of high ranking stature, and this is supported by historian Hann who believes that reliquaries were indictors of power.[footnoteRef:7] So to assume this reliquary was made to show authority and power would be an understatement as it is beaming with gold, jewels and is also a full body representation rather than just a hand or head. As well as this it is believed to have been just as precious as the Ark of the Covenant.[footnoteRef:8]This assumption is sufficient enough to tell us why this reliquary was made, however through further reading, there is evidence to suggest that Conques where this reliquary of Saint Foye is held, is located on a pilgrimage route, and this is a further reasoning as to why this reliquary was made and placed at this location.  [2:  C. Bynum and P. Gerson, ‘Body-Part Reliquaries and Body Parts in the Middle Ages’, Gesta, Vol 36, No.1. (1997) Page 3]  [3:  Image of Reliquary of Saint Foy]  [4:  C. Bynum and P. Gerson, ‘Body-Part Reliquaries and Body Parts in the Middle Ages’. Page 3]  [5:  C. Bynum and P. Gerson, ‘Body-Part Reliquaries and Body Parts in the Middle Ages’. Page 5]  [6:  C. Bynum and P. Gerson, ‘Body-Part Reliquaries and Body Parts in the Middle Ages’. Page 6 ]  [7:  Ibid ]  [8:  Trans P. Sheingorn, The Book Of Sainte Foy. Page 79] 

We must now consider what the texts fails to mention in relation to what is actually present within the reliquary. The text speaks of two golden doves that are apparently present on the reliquary of Sainte Foy, however after seeing an image of the reliquary these doves are not present, thus leads us to question was this description of the reliquary a plan of some sort or the missing doves have been lost with time[footnoteRef:9]. Having said this the doves were meant to support Saint Foy’s throne but on inspection these doves cannot be seen.[footnoteRef:10]However, after looking at the image of the reliquary it is possible that Sainte Foy was holding a rod, as there is a mention of Sainte Foy beating someone with a rod due to their disrespect when visiting her.[footnoteRef:11] The head of the reliquary of Saint Foy was identified as a roman helmet, thus the reason as to why the gold between the head and body is different,[footnoteRef:12]  this could be significant because one would see the use of a roman helmet as a possible connection with Christ due to Christ being crucified by the Romans. Although it is entirely plausible that a roman helmet was used as it could have been easier to mould the head of the reliquary. It also suggested that the head also contains a piece of Saint Foy’s skull,[footnoteRef:13] which is fairly rare as some reliquary’s from this time usually did not have the body part they were supposed to represent. The text also fails to show those who have been cursed for disrespecting the reliquary of Sainte Foy as there is various stories of a girl becoming cursed but then cured for confessing her wrongs to the saint. [footnoteRef:14] The text also fails to show the two religious images placed at the bottom of the throne in a golden circle, one of Christ’s crucifixion and the other of a sheep, which is a representation of Christianity[footnoteRef:15].  [9:  Image of Reliquary of Saint Foy]  [10:  Trans P. Sheingorn, The Book Of Sainte Foy. Page 82]  [11:  Trans P. Sheingorn, The Book Of Sainte Foy. Page 79]  [12:  B. Boehm, ‘Body-Part Reliquaries and Body Parts in the Middle Ages’. Page 11 ]  [13:  Trans P. Sheingorn, The Book Of Sainte Foy. Page 16]  [14:  Trans P. Sheingorn, The Book Of Sainte Foy. Page 81]  [15:  Image of Reliquary of Saint Foy] 

To conclude, the text is useful to an extent as it does offer a similar description to that of the reliquary of Sainte Foy. However, it is entirely possible that the text was written at a much earlier date at its earliest stage of the creation of the reliquary, as it is known that the reliquary of Saint Foy had been added to through time. The text is also useful as it works to tell us the importance of Saint Foy and the way in which important people of that time period were represented after death and the important role reliquaries had during this time. To take this text as the prime example of how the reliquary should have looked would be a mistake as even though the text is fairly accurate in describing some of the key features of the reliquary, it fails however to show other aspects as previously mentioned, which had to be drawn out with further investigation and an analysis of an image of the reliquary.
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