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Ways of Perceiving - Curation, Commentaries and Compositions. 

Depersonalisation, Deceit and Devastation: The Truth Behind War
America seems to idolise itself in its greatness with the use of photography, propaganda and “fake news” But the way they do this is publicising the good that they are doing, however, there is always something underlying that they don’t wish to show this isn’t something new with the recent travesties that have happened all throughout the world and we nearly went it to another cold war due to America. However, this won’t be spoken about and will soon be swept under the carpet. 
The curation of my Mission Gallery is to show the conflict in war by placing the art in certain places. I’ve decided I shall place V-J Day in Times Square next to Atomic Bombing of Nagasaki to allow people to see the emotion and pain when both works are seen with each other. Opposite these pieces of work will be both photos of the Napalm Girl. Next to it would be the other image from Vietnam war Flower Power. And due to this image being taken in America in Arlington County, Virginia the same place that the statue version of Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima is located. The artwork I have chosen is all photography, this is because I [image: ]feel like it doesn’t allow for artists interpretation and can show the truth in its rawest form.

It is fascinating how an entire country with the third largest population can completely cover itself up and make everyone who lives there admire the American Dream “The American Dream is that dream of a land in which life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement” Adams, J (1931). “The Epic of America”. Boston: p.258, Routledge. I’ve decided to investigate the depersonalisation and deceit behind war and all the devastation it causes.

I began to investigate the embodiment of what the American Dream means and any imagery associated with the belief. 
I started with looking at the famous photographs from World War 2 this one was then later adapted into a statue to glorify America during World War 2 the statue is called Marine Corps War Memorial and is in Arlington County, Virginia. This photo was taken at Mount Suribachi, off the coast of Japan, America had stormed the island during the battle between the American Marines and the Imperial Japanese who were both fighting over Iwo Jima. This image was published in American newspapers 2 days after the image had been taken. This was a striking image which filled all soldiers with hope and raised morale. There was a very similar photo taken during the World Trade Centre tragedy called Raising the Flag at Ground Zero the image mimics the one from World War 2, this is because it was once iconic and to replicate it would trigger people to unite.
[image: See the source image]Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima, Joe Rosenthal, 1945.
[image: See the source image]
Raising the Flag at Ground Zero, Thomas E. Franklin, 2001.

It is hard to believe that only 6 months later from this picture the war had been won. However not dignified; America had ended the war by nuking two of the biggest cities in Japan, decimating the land and killing thousands (estimated 175,000) BBC, (2014). Fact File: Hiroshima and Nagasaki [online] http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/timeline/factfiles/nonflash/a6652262.shtml [Accessed 4th May. 2018]
The photo which I find so compelling is called V-J Day in Times Square. It depicts a couple, one who has just returned from the fight against Japan and how they have won due to there cunning ways. However, none of this was true, the photo had been set up by Alfred Eisenstaedt and the way they had won was in no way dignified. When pairing these two photos together they each take on a very different story right down to the shape of the images, both have the subject of the photo central and in the same shape. The way the people stand they go out at the top in a similar way the subject in the photo from Nagasaki is shaped. The photo V-J Day in Time Square was shown everywhere to make the Americans believe that everything they did was perfect like this photo. 
[image: ]
[image: See the source image]V-J Day in Times Square, Alfred Eisenstaedt, 1945





Atomic Bombing of Nagasaki, 1945.

I then began to look at the Vietnam War. This was a whole different war when compared to the World War 2, the weapons were improved, and people were fighting everyone. Vietnam was fighting itself as was America one of the photos I have chosen is called Flower Power. This image alone shows how much of a struggle America was in within its own boundaries. The photo was taken outside the Pentagon, hundreds of peaceful protesters stood there and tried to fight for the right to no longer fight. They were cornered by armed soldiers and told to stop protesting otherwise actions would be taken, the photo depicts a young man placing flowers down the barrels of the rifles of soldiers, Karl Marx once said “The meaning of peace is the absence of opposition to socialism” Marx, K. (2014). The meaning of peace is the absence of opposition to socialism. [online] https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/karl_marx_136429?img=3&src=t_peace [Accessed 5th May. 2018]. This image clearly depicts what Marx was saying, the soldiers which are stopping the Peaceful Protesters which are the Socialism and with them fighting the protesters it shows the absence of peace. This didn’t stop what America had and was doing over in Vietnam. 
One of the photos that has always stuck with me and has done with many other people is the photo of Thi Kim Phuc Phan in the piece Napalm Girl this image was taken in Vietnam; the image is multiple children running away from a napalm blast, the child in the centre of the image, Phan, her clothes have been burned into her skin and in the first image you can see she is running for her life as the adrenaline takes over and then in the second image you can see the pain shown on her face. The image is so well known as are other images by Nick Ut he was one of a few too win The Most Influential Photos of All Time granted by Time magazine.
 [image: https://i.pinimg.com/originals/a2/ca/d3/a2cad316125e5b52395c7fede96bfac8.jpg]
Flower Power, Bernie Boston,1967

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: See the source image][image: See the source image]
Napalm Girl, Huynh Cong 'Nick' Ut,1972


After choosing the pieces of work for my curation I feel they all support what I am talking about. The gallery will make people think and puts forward some serious questions and makes you think about what aren’t we being shown today and what will come out in many years to come.
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Napalm Girl
Artist: Huynh Cong 'Nick' Ut
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