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FOR A GROUP OF YOUR CHOICE DISCUSS AND DESCRIBE POTENTIAL REASONS WHY THOSE INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS MAY BECOME ISOLATED WITHIN SOCIETY.

INTRODUCTION

For the purpose of this assignment, i will discuss and describe potential reasons why alcoholics may become isolated within society. I will give a definition of alcoholism, also what alcohol does to an individual and how it becomes an addiction, the effects of alcohol on a physical side and on the mental health and well being side, I will also discuss societies views of alcoholics. Furthermore I will discuss what  current support is available for individuals with alcoholism problems.

1a. What is the definition of alcoholism
Alcoholism or alcohol dependence is defined by the American medical association (AMA) as a primary, chronic disease with genetic psychosocial and environmental factors influencing its development and manisfestations. (farlex 2003-18).
Alcoholism is characterised by a prolonged period of frequent heavy alcohol use, the inability to control drinking once it has began, physical dependence manifested by withdrawal symptoms when the individual stops using alcohol, tolerance or the need to use more alcohol to achieve the same effects, a variety of social and/or legal problems arising from alcohol use. (farlex 2003-18).
1b. what does alcohol do to an individual
Alcohol can cause social effects and health effects (physical and mental). Social effects are for instance those that affect the behaviour of individuals or how they interact with others. Health effects of alcohol have been observed in nearly every organ of the body. Indeed alcohol consumption has been linked to more than 60 diseases. (Green facts).
The affects of alcohol on health and well being can manifest themselves as chronic diseases accidents and injuries, as well as short term and long  term consequences. The amount of alcohol consumed and the pattern of diversity will determine whether there will be – biochemical effects on cells and organs in the body, intoxication and/or alcohol dependence. (Green facts).
1c. how does it become an addiction 
Not everybody who consumes alcohol becomes addicted is an anomaly, which is a source of hope in scientific study. This is because if the same substance is given to two people and they both react different, it implies that some variation in their psychological or genetic make-up is making one individual more likely to develop addiction. If this variation is identified then it could read to more detailed understanding of the neurology and psychology of addiction, which therefore could help with treatment. (promises treatment centre 2018)
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